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INDIAN MUTINY.

[THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

formation of the petitioners, ¢ That although
the offer of their services is very creditable
to them, and the governor-general in council
gladly acknowledges their soldierlike offer,
it is at present necessary that they should
continue to do duty at Barrackpore, from
which place it is not convenient to move
them.”

By the latter end of May, the following
European troops had reached Calcutta.
About 380 men of her majesty’s 35th foot
from Rangoon ; the 1st Madras European
fusiliers, and a wing of the 64th foot, from
Bushire; and the 84th regiment, with a
company of artillery, also from Rangoon ;
500 of the 87th regiment had also been for-
warded from Ceylon; and the 78th high-
ianders from Bombay were also within a
few hours’ distance of the metropolis of
Bengal. Of these troops, the 1st fusiliers,
and a company of the 84th regiment, had
been pushed on to Cawnpore by horse dik,
bullock-train, and steamers, in consequence
of the subjoined communication from Sir
H. Wheler, in command at that station,

dated “ Cawnpore, May 8lst, 2.30 p.M.”—
“I would recommend Europeans to be sent
up to this place as rapidly as possible ; not so
much for our own protection, as—to use the
exact words of the major—* this place is the
trunk, and the surrounding stations are the
limbs; and if Cawnpore remains quiet, the
other places will do so also.” We are all
right as yet, and I hope may continue so.”
A subsequent message of the same date
says—“ We are quiet here; and accounts
from Delhi received from the lieutenant-
governor, are what might be expected ; the
mutineers purchasing gold even at enor-
mous prices, and deserting to their homes.”

The communication between Meerut and
Agra, and between the former place and
Cawnpore, had been entirely interrupted
since the 20th of May by the loss of Allygurh,
and the disorganised state of the country
between Meerut and that place, conse-
quent upon the revolt; which rendered the
transmission of intelligence extremely pre-
carious and irregular for a considerab
period. '

CHAPTER XL
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WILSON ; ACTIONS AT GHAZEER-UD-DEEN NUGGUR ; JUNCTTION WITH THE FORCE UNDER SIR H. BARNARD AT
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REBELS DRIVEN FROM THE HEIGHTS NEAR DELHI; POSITION OF THE AVENGING ARMY BEFORE DELHI ON
THE 8TH OF JUNE ; OFFICIAL DESPATCHES, AND PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE.

Havine left the rebel troops in possession
of Delhi on the 12th of May, busily occu-
pied in strengthening the defences of the
city against the approach of the avenging
army, whose speedy appearance was looked
for with well-grounded apprehension and
dismay—we proceed to trace the movements
of the British troops, as they were gradually
collected from distant parts of the presi-
dency for the stern purpose of retributive
justice.

The commander-in-chief of the Bengal
army, General the Hon. George Anson,
was, as we have already stated, at Simla on
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the 12th of May,* where he received intel-
ligence of the outbreak and revolt at
Meerut and Delhi, and immediately re-
moved his head-quarters to Umballah, at
which place he began to organise his re-
sources for the suppression of disorder ; but
his position at the time was one of extreme
difficulty and embarrassment. General An-
son was literally, at this juncture, a com-
mander-in-chief without an available army,
artillery, or ammunition. The two reg-
ments of native troops at Umballah could
not be relied on; and his chief arsenal and
* See ante, p. 110,
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magazines were in the hands of an accumu-
Iating insurgent force.

Of the European regiments attached to
the Bengal presidency at this time, a large
proportion were absorbed by two extreme
possessions hardly forming part of India—
namely, Burmah and Peshawur. Three
regiments held the as yet profitless Bur-
mese conquests ; three more were cantoned,
with a large park of artillery, in the Pesha-
wur valley; while a fourth held the ap-
proach to that frontier at Attock and
Rawul Pindee. The principal stations of
the Punjab were well garrisoued with Euro-
pean troops; while in the Simla hills three
regiments were distributed, one of which
might properly be considered as belonging
to Umballah, and two as forming a kind of
reserve. The greater part of the European
artillery was also in the Punjab ; and Mool-
tan alone, of its chief places, was without a
European regiment. In Oude there was
but one British regiment; and in all the
older provinces the want of Europeans was
most marked, and prejudicial to the in-
terests of goed government in the crisis
then rapidly approaching.

As regards the native army of the presi-
dency, nearly the whole of the infantry
were of one single class; namely, Aigh casie
Hindoos, whose sole profession was that of
arms, and whose unvarying object was the
maintenance of the peculiar privileges and
indulgences conceded to them, as a distinct
class, by the government. Attached to the
regular army were but four or five regiments
that did not belong to that class—viz., four
of Ghoorkas, and two of Sikhs and Pun-
jabees. The cavalry and artillery were of a
grade somewhat different from the infantry
sepoys, and contained a larger proportion of
Mohammedans. The irregular cavalry were
a superior class altogether, chiefly Moham-
medans, and providing their own horses
and arms. But of the Bengal army, as a
distinct establishment, there were, with the
exception of the troops in cantonments at
Burrackpore and Dinapore (in Behar), only
two or three regiments in Bengal Proper;
the remainder being spread over the North-
West Provinces and the Punjab, including
also Oude, Rajpootana, and the Saugor ter-
ritories.

The commander-in-chief had not troubled
himself to seek popularity among the na-
tive branches of the service. Where the
routine of duty necessitated him to review

them, or to hold a parade or inspection,
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his remarks were principally confined to
puinting out faults and irregularities, that
certainly required correction in both offi-
cers and men ; while the new drills and rules
that he had introduced were irksome to the
sepoys, because they obtained no extra pay
for them. Thus it was openly acknow-
ledged, that the native regiments through-
out the presidency hated General Anson,

and habitually attributed to his influence !
whatever grievances, real or imaginary, they

considered themselves subjected to.

On the 15th of May, the commander-in-
chief established his head-quarters at Um-
ballah, where, in the course of three or
four days, by dint of the most strenuous
exertions, there were collected under his
orders the three infantry regiments from
the Simla hills, with the 9th lancers, two
troops of horse artillery, and the 5th and
60th native regiments. It must, however,
be explained, that owing to the original
deficiency in numbers, the large depots left
in the hills, and the necessity for maintain-
ing a protecting force at Umballah, the
strength of the whole party, when they left

that station en route for Kurnaul, did not ex- |

ceed 2,000 European soldiers; and this num-
ber of men, with a portion of the troops

at Meerut, was the whole available force °
at the commander-in-chief’s disposal; for '

already, all the other European regiments
in the presidency were fully occupied in
watching the native troops in their respec-
tive localities.

While collecting this limited force, the
commander-in-chief proceeded to take mea-
sures for the restoration of order. Those
districts in which the insurgents seemed to
possess facilities for spreading intelligence,
as well as those actually in their possession,
were placed under martial law. The native
contingents were called for, and in most
instauces were promptly dispatched to the
places assigned them. The rajah of Gwa-
lior, as we have seen, evinced a most
hounourable sense of his relations with the
Company’s government, and desired, had
his health permitted, to have himself led
his troops into the field. Of his contin-
gent, the grenadiers were stationed at
Etawah, and the cavalry of his body-guard
kept open the communications on the
Delhi-road ; part of the Bhurtpore contin-
gent occupied Muttra, between Agra and
Delhi; the remainder, under the Bhurt-
pore chiefs, marching up the valley of the
Jumna. The rajah of Jhind dispatched
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his cavalry, numbering 600 sabres, to Kur-
nanl, where it had been arranged to con-
centrate the main force under the com-
mander-in-chief. The Simoor battalion,
consisting of Ghoorkas from Nepaul, ad-
vanced to Meerut from Dayra, where it
awaited further orders.

The force having thus been collected at
Umballah, a question arose as to the facili-
ties for moving it to the point required.
The government incessantly urged an
immediate advance upon Delhi, that the
insurrection might be nipped in the bud;
but there were no available means of con-
veyance for the troops. The chief com-
missioner of the Punjab, Sir John Law-
rence, reiterated the wishes of the govern-
ment, and strongly urged a rapid advance:
and the local commissioner, and other au-
thorities in communication with General
Anson, joined in the pressure ; but the latter
was new to Indian command. His com-
missariat was lamentably defective ; and he
became distracted by a multitude of coun-
sellors, who suggested measures it was im-
possible he could carry into effect, had he felt
disposed to adopt their advice. His requi-
sitions to the commissariat department
were met by a plea of defective arrange-
ments that rendered complinnce impossible.
The officer at the head of the department
declared, “he would sacrifice himself, but
would not sacrifice the army.”—‘ What,
then, can I do?”’ asked the general: “the
commissariat officer says he can’t, and won’t
move.” The ready answer was—*“In all
emergencies the commissariat officers in-
variably knock up; you must trust to the
civil authorities: an abundant harvest has
just been reaped, and you will not want
for food.”—* But, then,” rejoined the per-
plexed commander, ““ the medical officer pro-
tests against going without 1,500 dhoolies;
and they are not to be had ; and here am I,
going against a fortified town. Suppose
they shut the gates, and I can’t get in,
what am I to do? And suppose, in this
frightful heat, the army falls sick—and
cholera is already in the camp—where are
any reserves?”’—“It is all true,” was the
reply ; “the rules of war are against you.
You have no reserve; an inefficient force,
few dhoolies, and a commissariat good for
nothing : but it is a desperate emergency ;
you must take Delhi, or the empire is lost.”
There could no longer be ground for hesita-
tion; a light siege-train was ordered to
join from Phillour, uuder the escort of the

Ghoorka battalion stationed at Simla; and
the army only awaited its arrival to com-
mence the march upon Delhi.

But while thus waiting, intelligence
reached head-quarters, that the Ghoorkas
had mutinied at Simla. Rumours quickly
followed, that all the Europeans at Simla
had been massacred by the Ghoorkas. The
élite of European society in Bengal, con-
sisting of some hundreds of ladies and
children, the families of the staff officers,
and a large number of valetudinarians, from
Calcutta and other parts of the presidency,
were at this time enjoying the refreshing
breezes of this fashionable sanitarium, in
full reliance on the loyalty of the Ghoorka
battalion: and where there had already
been 8o much of disaffection and mutiny, in
quarters unsuspected of wrong, it was not
surprising the intelligence should occasion
much consternation and disquietude, even
at the head-quarters of the army. For a
short time great anxiety prevailed at Um-
batah ; which was, however, removed before
it became necessary to put the troops in
motion for Delhi.

The facts upon which this groundless

'alarm was based, appear to have been as
| follows.

For the purpose of escorting the
siege-train from Phillour, & portion of the
Ghoorka battalion was suddenly ordered
out from Simla, without permission to take
their families. The Ghoorkas insisted on
taking with them their wives and children,
of whom they are excessively jealous. A
body of native police had also heen ordered
to supplant them in charge of the treasury ;
and this step further irritated the sensitive
mountaineers, who considered that it im-
plied distrust of their fidelity. They ac-
cordingly repaired in a body to the officer
commanding the station, and demanded
that the police force should be withdrawn
from their lines. This was agreed to; aund
the difficulty about their women and chil-
dren having been removed, the Ghoorkas
expressed themselves satisfied, and resumed
their accustomed subordination.

In the meantime, on the mere rumour
that the regiment was in mutiny, a panic
seized on many of the residents, who, with-
out waiting to hear if the news was correct,
betook themselves to instant flight down
the ravines that intersect the hills in the
vicinity of the station. Ladies aud delicate
children, half-clad and ill-provided for flight,
were seen rushing down the broken by-
paths towards the ravine; a!;g7many, of
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both sexes, who the day previous would
have been shocked at the idea of walking &
mile, actually, in their flight, accomplished
fifteen, thirty, and in some cases forty,
miles! Old men, decrepid with age and
shaken by disease, went off as best they
could; and the road, from Simla to Dug-
shaie, was thronged with fugitives of all
ages and conditions. Under a burning
sun, with no protection from its rays, whole
families were to be seen pouring along, half
dead from terror and fatigue; and weak
and helpless women bivouacked on the
open ground, with little but the bare earth
for a pillow. For twenty-four hours the
panic continued to urge them forward.
“ On, on to Dugshaie |” was the cry; * the
Ghoorkas have slaughtered all who were
mad enough to remain at Simla, and they
are in close pursuit to massacre us!” The
panic at length died away from sheer ex-
haustion. By degrees the fugitives dis-
covered that their alarm was groundless, and
they returned to the indulgences of Simla, to
laugh aund be laughed at for their credulity.

On the 19th of May, the commander-in-
chief transmitted the following intelligence
from Umballah to the governor-general :(—
“All quiet here. Affairs do not go on
well; the feeling of the native army may
be a little improved, but none can be
trusted. The two regiments here profess
that they will go where, and do what, they
are ordered ; they express regret for having
committed themselves for a moment. They
have since behaved well ; and however dan-
gerous it may be to take them with the
small force we have to Delhi [sic in orig.]—
one regiment—they would quietly lay down
their arms and go to their homes, and not
turn against us. Our European troops
will not act with the same confidence if they
are with them ; we canunot leave them be-
bind without a sufficient number of Euro-
peans to control them. Pray answer this. The
coyntry is very disturbed ; the communica-
tion with Meerut difficult. I hope this will
be remedied, having such a force at Kurnaul.
We cannot move at present for want of
tents and carriages ; it would destroy Euro-
peans to march without both, and we have
no men to spare. I see the risk of going
to Delhi with such small means as we have—
perhaps 2,500 Europeans; for should they
suffer any loss it would be serious, having
nothing more to depend upon in the North-
West Provinces; but it must be done. I
have not ;ward from below Delhi, or from
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the lieutenant-governor: it would be im-
portant to have his views on the subject ;
for the troops should be brought from
Persia, and those going to China should be
stopped at Singapore. I hope we may hold
on till the crisis is past. We must not
omit any means of increasing our European
strength. Since this message was begun I
have heard from the chief commissioner of
the Punjab. He recommends strongly that
an order be issued giving up the new
cartridge. I have adopted this advice, and
sent it to you by telegraph. I hope the
government will approve. If it is, you can
publish it at once, and transmit it to all
divisions in Bengal. It will be read to the
native regiments here this evening.”

The following is the general order re-
ferred to in the communication of General
Anson, dated “Head-quarters, Umballah,
May 19th, 1857:°—

“The commander-in-chief, on the 14th
of May, issued a general order, inform-
ing the native army that it had never
been the intention of the governor-general
to force them to use any cartridges which
could be objected to; that they never would
be, either now or hercafter. The object in
publishing that order was to allay the ex-
citement which had been raised in their
minds, although he fe]t there was no real
cause for it. He hopes that this may have
been the case ; but he still perceives that the
very name of new cartridges causes agita-
tion; and has been informed, that some of
those sepoys who entertain the strongest
attachment and loyalty to government, and
are ready at any moment to obey its orders,
would still be under apprehension that their
families would not believe that they were
not, in some way or other, contaminated
by its use. The rifle introduced into the
British army is an improvement upon the
old musket, and much more effective; but
it would not be of the same advantage in
the hands of the natives, if it were to be
used with reluctance. Notwithstanding,
therefore, that the government have affirmed
that the cartridge is perfectly harmless, he
is satisfied that they would not desire to
persist in the use of it, if the feelings of the
sepoys can be thereby calmed. His excel-
lency, therefore, has determined that the
new cartridge shall be discontinued. He
announces this to the native army, in the
full confidence that all will now perform
their duty, free from anxiety or care, and
be prepared to stand and shed the last drop




A.D. 1857.] INDIAN

[THE DELHI ARMY.

MUTINY.

of their -blood, as they have formerly done,
by the side of the British troops, and in de-
fence of their country.”

The obstacles in the way of active opera-
tions still continued to perplex and retard
the arrangements of the commander-in-
chief; and on the 20th, he again communi-
cated with the governor-general upon the
difficulties that surrounded him. His ex-
cellency telegraphed thus:—“ The three
European regiments from the hills assembled
here on the 17th. Four companies of the
1st Europeans, one squadron of 9th lancers,
and two guns of horse artillery, went on the
same night to Kurnaul; hope they have
stopped the plundering in that quarter.
shall move on towards Delhi with the re-
mainder of the European force, except a
wing left for the protection of Umballah,
and four guns, as soon as possible, but
there have been great difficulties in pro-
curing carriage. I have sent to Phillour
for a few heavy guns, as with the small
force at command, and no more Europeans
to rely upon, it will be advisable to have
every man as much as we can [sic in orig.
I expect to be able to move about the 23rd.
I am anxious to hear from you, and have
your views as to what should be done in
this crisis. At the recommendation of the
chief commissioner (Punjab), I have issued
a general order giving up the use of the
new cartridge, and every new cartridge
eatirely. says this must be done, or the
irregulars may follow the example of the
regulars. I have, therefore, taken upon
myself this responsibility. We have two
regiments of native infantry here, outwardly
loyal, and I shall be obliged to take one
with me, and leave one here. This is a
great misfortune, as it shakes the confidence
of the European troops; but they have been
behaving well, and have not committed
themselves. I hope to hear from you.”

On the 23rd of May, the commander-in-
chief transmitted to Major-general Hewitt,
commaunding the Meerut division, the fol-
lowing detail of his proposed arrangements
for the movement of the troops upon
Delhi :—

“ My dear General,—I wish to place you
in possession of what has been doue and is
doing here, and of my ideas with respect to
the future movements of the force from
Meerut, which will be required to join this
column in its advance towards Delhi.

¢ The force from Umballah consists of the
9th lancers, one squadron 4th lancers, her

I

majesty’s 75th foot, 1st European regiment,
2ud European regiment, 60th native in-
fantry, two troops of horse artillery. They
are formed into two small brigades. Briga-
dier Halifax commands the 1st, composed of
two squadrons of lancers, her majesty’s 75th
foot, 1st Europeans, 8rd troop 3rd brigade
horse artillery of six guns. Brigadier Jones
will command the 2nd brigade—2nd Euro-
peans, 60th native infantry, two squadrons
9th lancers, one squadron 4th lancers, 2nd
troop 8rd brigade horse artillery, six guns.

“ Four companies 1st fusiliers, one squad-
ron of 9th lancers, two guns, horse artillery,
,were moved to Kurnaul on the 17th, and
arrived on the 20th. Six companies of 1st
fusiliers followed on the 2lst. Her ma-
jesty’s 75th foot and 60th regiment native
infantry march on the 22nd. One squad-
ron, 9th lancers and four guns, will march
on the 24th or 25th. The above will all be
at Kurnaul on the 28th. The 2nd Euro-
peans, 3rd troop 3rd brigade horse artillery,
will probably follow on the 26th. The
whole will be at Kurnaul on the 30th.

“I propose then to advance with the
column towards Delhi on the 1st, and be
opposite to Bhagput on the 5th. At this
last place, I should wish to be joined by
"the force from Meerut. To reach it, four
days may be calculated on. This would
‘require your movement on the 1st or 2nd,
according to circumstances. By that time
it is hoped you will have made every pre-
‘paration. Irregular detachments have been
I'sent on the road to beyond Paniput to stop
plundering, and to protect the well-disposed.

“ The road has also been opened to Mee-
rut. Captain Sanford arrived here with
your despatches early on the morning of the
28rd, and found no obstruction. A de-
tachment of 150 sowars of the 4th irre-
gular cavalry will leave Kurnaul to-morrow ;
twenty-five will be posted at Shamlee, fifty
will proceed to Moozuffernuggur, to restore
confidence in that district, and to punish
any villagers and marauders that may have
been concerned in the plundering of that
place. I have directed seventy-five to pro-
ceed direct to Meerut, and to place them-
'selyes at your disposal; they will be under
;the command of a European officer. You
(will then be enabled to secure carriage for
(your troops, if you still require it. You
‘must ascertain whether there are auy difli-
~culties on the road from Meerut to Bhagput,
and the best mode of overcoming them.

i ‘It would be very desirable to push far-
189
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ward some reconnaissance to as near Delhi as
possible. It is reported here that a detach-
ment of the mutineers, with two guns, are
posted on the Meerut side of the river.
They should be captured, and no mercy
must be shown to the mutineers. On the
20th, I sent a detachment of the 2nd com-
pany of the 5th native infantry and a
squadron of the 4th lancers, towards Saha-
runpoor. I have the satisfaction of having
heard that they arrived just in time to save
that place from pillage, and that confidence
is restored there. I hope that the occupa-
tion of Moozuffernuggur will tend to tran-
quillise that district. Many of the Gth
native infantry have deserted, but it is gra-
tifying to find they have done their duty
when detached. Two companies have been
sent to Roopur on duty. The remainder,
with light companies of the 2nd European
regiment, will be left to guard these canton-
ments. If any families at Meerut would
consider themselves more secure in the hills,
they might go there with safety.

“A small siege-train has left Loodiana, and
is expected here on the 26th. It will require
eleven days to get it to Delhi. It may join
us at Bhagput on or about the 6th, the day
after that I have named for the junction of
your force. I depend upon your supplying
at least 120 artillerymen to work it. You
will bring besides, according to statement
received, two squadrons of carabiniers, a
wing of the 60th rifles, one light field bat-
tery, one troop of horse artillery, and any
sappers you can depend upon ; and of course
the non-commissioned European officers
belonging to them. I wish to know whether
you have any information respecting troops
or guns coming from Agra, or the co-opera-
tion of any native states.

“J beg you will communicate this to the
lieutenant-governor at Agra, and to the
secretary to government at Calcutta—tele-
graph and letter. Any change in the above
shall be communicated to you instantly.

“] remain, &c.—GroRGE ANsON.”

On the 25th of May, the commander-in-
chief telegraphed from Kurnaul to the
secretary to the government, as follows :—
“ Came to Kurnaul this morning (May 25th);
all the troops, except two European troops
of horse artillery, waiting for equipment of
9-pounders, have left Umballah. Great
difficulty in getting what was absolutely
necessary to enable the troops to march.
The detachment that was at Kurnaul sent
towards Paniput last night; but the tents

190

were not come up; they follow to-day. All
the force will not get away from Kurnaul
before the 31st instant. The heavy guns
will hardly be up by that time. Have sent
164 irregulars, which arrived here yester-
day, part to Moozuffernuggur, and part to
Meerut. Putteeala troops are not so many
as reported. I heard about 600. If in-
structions from governor-general are to
be followed—namely, advance to be made
with a strong British foroe—it cannot be at
Delhi before the 8th proximo.”

The siege-train from Philoor (Loodiana)
arrived at Umballah on the 26th of May,
as anticipated ; and about the same time a
flying column, under General Reed, ad-
vanced from Jhelum en route to Umballah.
The force detached from Meerut, consisting
of part of the 6th carabiniers and 60th
rifles, under Brigadier Wilson, had already
marched in the direction of the Hindun;
and a column, consisting of two troops of
horse artillery, the 9th lancers, one squad-
ron of the 4th lancers, her majesty’s 75th
foot, the 1st European Bengal fusiliers, and
six companies of the second regiment of
fusiliers, were concentrated at Paniput,
under the command of Major-general Sir
Henry Barnard. The reserve of the
Meerut division, which was ultimately to
join the main body of the army at or near
Paniput, comprised the remainder of the
6th carabiniers and 60th rifles, four guns
of the horse artillery, one battery of 18-
pounders, and the Simoor battalion of
Ghoorkas; a flying column, consisting of
two squadrons of her majesty’s 14th light
dragoons from Kirkee, the 19th and 25th
Bombay native infantry from Poonah, the
4th European light field battery of artil-
lery from Ahmednuggur, and the 3rd
regiment of the Hyderabad contingent, had
concentrated at Mhow, under the orders of
General Woodburn, C.B.

Having made these arrangements for the
guidance of the army of Delhi, the com-
mander-in-chief -had just learned the arri-
val, at head-quarters, of the siege-train
from Philoor, when an attack of cholera
put a sudden and fatal termination to his
military anxieties, in the sixtieth year of
his age, and the fourth of his chief com-
mand of the armies of India. The demise
of his excellency was announced to the
governor-general by the following commu-
nication from the adjutant-general of the
army, to the secretary to the government,
dated “ Camp Kurnaul, May 27th, 1857:”—
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« Sir,—I deeply regret to have to report,
for the information of the governor-gen-
eral in council, the death, at half-past
two this morning, of his excellency the
Hon. General George Anson* com-
mander-in-chief in India, from cholera.
Major-general Sir Henry Barnard, K.C.B,,
is now in command of this force; and
Major-general T. Reed, C.B., command-
ing in the Punjab, is the senior officer serv-
ing in the Bengal presidency. The head-
quarters staff of the army will remain in
attendance on Major-general Sir H. Bar-
nard during the present operations, unless
orders to the contrary should be received.
A telegraphic message has this instant
been received from Major-general Reed, in
reply to the announcement of the com-
mander-in-chief’s demise, intimating his
intention ef joining this force.—I have, &c.,

¢ C. Cuesrer, Colonel.”

The information thus imparted appears
to have been, from some cause or other, a
considerable time in reaching the seat of
government, or it was not thought to re-
quire immediate attention. On the 2nd of
June, the lieutenant-governor of the North-
West Provinces, writing from Agra to the
governor-general in council, after expressing
his regret at the sudden deatb of General
Anson, concludes thus:— The issue of an
immediate nomination to the command-in-
chief of the army, proceeding fast on Delhi,
under General Anson’s orders, is solicited.
Indian ability and experience will be very
valuable ; but time is before all ; every hour
is precious,”

This intimation was productive of im-
mediate action ; and at 1 ».M. of the follow-
ing day (June 3rd), the telegraph at Cal-
cutta transmitted the subjoined message
from the secretary to government to the
commander-in-chief at Madras.

“ The governor-general directs me to
acquaint your excellency, that General
Anson, commander-in-chief in India, died
of cholera at Umballah,t on the 27th ult.;

* General the Hon. George Anson was son of
the first Viscount Anson, and uncle of the present
Earl of Lichfield. He was born in 1797, and entered
the army at an early age, serving throughout the
Peninsular campaign, and in the closing fight at
Waterloo. In 1830, he married a daughter of the
first Baron Forester, who accompanied her husband
to India on his appointment to the command-in-
chief of the Bengal army; and had not long returned
to this country, when his sudden death occurred.
General Anson was clerk of the Ordnance, from
1848 to 1842, and sat in the House of Commons for

and that the desire of his lordship in coun-
cil is, that you should come to Calcutta by
the earliest opportunity, to assume the
office of acting commander-in-chief of the
Bengal army.”

On the 5th of June the official govern-
ment notification of the death of General
Anson, and the appointment of a successor
to his important command, appeared in the
following minute of the governor-general,
concurred in by the members of council :—

“ I propose that the melancholy event of
the death of General Anson be publicly
notified in the accompanying general order.
It will be necessary at the same time to
announce the appointment of General
Reed, C.B., commanding the Peshawur
division, to the post of provincial com-
mander-in-chief. General Reed will hold
this post until the arrival at the presidency
of Lieutenant-general Sir Patrick Grant,
commander-in-chief at Madras, whom it
has been determined by the governor-
general in council to place in the position
of acting commander-in-chief in Bengal,
pending the appointment of a successor to
General Anson.

“ As my honourable colleagues are aware,
instructions have been already sent by
telegraph to Major-general Sir Henry Bar-
nard, to take the command of the: force
which the commander-in-chief was collect-
ing against Delhi. Sir Henry Barnard’s
experience of India has heen short; but
this will not interfere with the success of
an attack upon the mutineers in Delhi;
and as he is at army head-quarters, or close
at hand, the arrangement has the invalu-
able advantage of being the most saving of
time.

“It will be right that Sir Henry Bar-
nard’s appointment to the command should
be notified in general orders. Sir Henry
Barnard has been directed to push on the
operations against Delhi without waiting
for the provincial commander-in-chief; and
General Reed has been informed, that the

Great Yarmouth, from 1818 to 1835 ; for Stoke-upon-
Trent, from 1836 to 1837; and for South Stafford-
shire, from 1837 to 1853.

+ It may be observed as singular, that although
the announcement of General Anson’s death, by the
adjutant-general of the army, is dated from Kurnaul
on the 27th of Maz, and the event is reported as
having occurred at half-past two in the morning of
that day, the government notifications invariably
name “ Umballah” as the station at which his demise
took place. The distance between the two canton-
ments is about 50 miles.
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command of the force is placed in Sir
Henry Barnard’s hands, to whom he is to
give every assistance in his power.”

The general order, dated “ Fort William,
June 5th, 1857,” ran thus :—

“ With deep sorrow the right honourable
the governor-general in council discharges
the painful duty of announcing to the
army of India the death of his excellency

. General the Hon. George Anson, com-
| mander-in-chief of her majesty’s and the

honourable Company’s forces in India.
This sad event took place on the 27th
ultimo at Umballah, after a short illness.
In General Anson the army of India has
lost a commander than whom none was
ever more earnest and indefatigable in
labouring to improve the condition, extend
the comforts, and increase the efficiency, of
every branch of the service committed to
his charge. To the crown and the honour-
able East India Company, whom he has
served so zealously, as well as to the troops
who have been his unceasing care, General
Anson’s untimely end in the midst of ar-
duous duties, will, the governor-general in
council feels assured, be a source of the
sincerest grief. The governor-general in
council directs that, as a mark of respect to
the late commander-in-chief, the flag of the
fort shall to-morrow he hoisted half-mast
high, and that seventeen minute-guns, ac-
cording to the rank which he held, shall be
fired from the fort. The same honours are
to be paid to the memory of General Anson
at each of the principal military stations in
India on the receipt of this order. The
governor-general in council further directs,
that the officers of her majesty’s and the
honourable Company’s army shall wear
mourning for fourteen days from the day
on which this order is received at their re-
spective stations.”

Another general order of the same date
(June 5th), announced the following military
appointments, consequent upon the death
of General Anson :—

“The right honourable the governor-
general of India in council, is pleased to
direct that his excellency Lieutenant-gen-
eral Sir Henry Somerset, K.C.B. and
K.H., commander-in-chief of the Bombay
army, the senior officer in India, shall
assume the command of her majesty’s and
the honourable Company’s forces in India
until further orders. His lordship in
council is pleased to make the following
appointmtintg :—Major-general T. Reed,
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C.B., her majesty’s service, commanding
the Peshawur division, the senior officer
in Bengal, is appointed provincial com-
mander-in-chief until the arrival at Cal-
cutta of Lieutenant-general Sir P. Grant,
K.C.B., commander-in- chief of the Madras
army, whom it has been determined, by the
governor-general in council, to place in the
position of acting commander-in-chief in
Bengal, pending the appointment of a suc-
cessor to his excellency General the Hon.
George Anson, deceased. Major-general
Sir Henry Barnard, K.C.B., her majesty’s
service, commanding the Sirhind division,
is appointed to take command of the field
force proceeding against Delhi. Brigadier
Sidney John Cotton to be a brigadier-
general, and to command the Peshawur
division during the time that Major-general
Reed holds the office of provincial com-
mander-in-chief.”

Consequent on the arrangements of the
late commander-in-chief, the force under
General Reed had arrived at Goojranwalla,
forty miles north of Lahore, by the 29th of
the month, and the battalion of Ghoorkas,
from Simla, reached the general rendezvous
of the army of Delhi at Kurnaul, about the
same time. The advanced division, con-
sisting of the force from Meerut, under
Brigadier-general Wilson, arrived at Gha-
zee-ud-deen Nuggur—a village situate on
the Hindun, about fifteen miles from Delhi
—on the morning of the 80th, and immedi.
ately detached two companies of the 60th
rifles to take possession of the suspension-
bridge, which at that place counects the
Meerut and Delhi road, and formed the
key to his position. The rebel forces hav.
ing intrenched themselves at a convenient
distance on the opposite side of the stream,
a force, consisting of a squadron of carabi-
niers, with four guns, under the command
of Major Tombs, was ordered to crosa the
river by a ford some distance below the
bridge, with a view to turn the enemy’s
flank. Upon being discovered by the
pickets of the mutinous troops, the alarm
was given, and the heavy guns of the in-
trenchment immediately opened upon an
advanced party of General Wilson’s force,
which was quickly supported by two more
companies of the 60th rifles, with four guns
of Major Scott’s battery, the sappers, and a
troop of carabiniers. At the same time, the
insurgents came on in considerable force,
with five guns; and a smart engagement
immediately ensued; the front of the
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enemy’s coluran being met by the fire of
the nfles; while the artillery and cavalry,
from the ford, made a vigorous assault upon
its flank. The guns of the mutineers,
though well-handled at first, were speedily
silenced by the greater accuracy and rapi-
dity of the European artillery. The rifles,
led by Colonel Jones, then charged in
gallant style, and captured the five guns, at
the same time inflicting severe punishment
upon the enemy, whose columns had already
began to waver. Unfortunately, at the
moment of securing two heavy pieces of
artillery planted on the causeway, an am-
munition-waggon exploded, and blew up
Captain Andrews and four privates of the
60th. Unable to resist the impetuosity of
the European advance, the insurgents re-
vired behind their intrenchments, through
which they were pursued and cut up by
the carabiniers under Colonel Custance.
The retreat speedily became general; part
of the rebel force rushing through a village
themselves had previously set fire to, and in
which many of them perished ; and part
taking to the open plain, where they were
cut to pieces by the sabres of the dragoons.
The loss on the side of the Europeans was
comparatively trifling in point of numbers;
and the following despatch from Brigadier
‘Wilson to the adjutant-general, dated *“ Gha-
gee-ud-deen Nuggur, May 31st, 1857,” pre-
sents the official details of the first regular
engagement between a portion of the army
of avengers and the troops of the king of
Delhi:—

“ Sir,—I have the honour to report, for
the information of Major-general Sir H.
Barnard, K.C.B.,commanding the Umballah
force, that, as reported in my brief despatch
of last night, my advanced pickets were
driven in at about four o’clock yesterday
afternoon, and that I was attacked by a
large force of mutineers, accompanied by
heavy guns, from Delhi. I immediately
sent off a company of her majesty’s 60th
royal rifles, with another in support, to hold
the iron bridge, which is the key of my
position, and I detached the four guns of
Major Tombs’ troop, supported by a squad-
ron of carabiniers, right alang the bank of
the Hindun river.

“The insurgents opened upon these ad-
vanced parties with heavy guns. I ordered
two more companies of the 60th to support
their advance, and brought up four guns of
Major Scott’s battery, the sappers, and a
troop of carabiniers to their support, leav-
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ing two guns and a troop of carabiniers to
protect the camp. The first few rounds
from the insurgents’ guns were admirably
aimed, plunging through our camp; but
they were ably replied to by our two 18-
pounders, in position under Lieutenant
Light, and Major Tombs’ troop, most ad-
mirably led by Lieutenant-colonel M. Mac-
kenzie, who, raking them in flank with his
6-pounders, first made their fire unsteady,
and in a short time silenced these heavy
guns. On remarking the unsteadiness of
their fire, I ordered Lieutenant-colonel
Jones to advance his rifles, and attack. This
was done in a most spirited manner. They
drove the enemy from the guns ; but'in the
act of taking possession of two heavy pieces
on the causeway, close to the toll-house, I
regret to say that Captain Andrews and
four of his men were blown up by the ex-
plosion pf an ammunition-waggon, fired by
one of the mutineers.

““The insurgents were now in full retreat,
leaving in our hands ordnance, ammunition,
and stores, as detailed in the accompanying
statement. They were followed for a con-
siderable distance on the Delhi-road by
Lieutenant-colonel Custance, commanding
the carabiniers with the force. Where all
behaved so well and showed such gallant
conduct, it is almost invidious to particu-
larise ; but I wish to bring to Major-general
Sir H. Barnard’s notice, and through him
to the commander of the forces, Lieutenant-
colonel Mackenzie, 1st brigade horse artil-
lery, who so ably led; Major Tombs, who
so gallantly fought the 2nd troop of that
brigade (the latter had his horse shot under
him) ; Lieutenant-colonel Custance, com-
manding the carabiniers ; Lieutenant-colo-
nel Jones, who so gallantly led the 60th
royal rifles; and Major Scott, who ably sup-
ported that regiment. Mr. Greathed, the
commissioner, attended on me during the
whole of the action. From this gentleman
and four of my own personal staff—Captain
Johnson, staff officer of the force; Captain
O’Hamilton, officiating deputy-assistant
quartermaster-general ; Captain Russell, of
the 54th; and Lieutenant Barchard, of the
20th native infantry; my orderly officers,
and Lieutenant Waterfield, of the commis-
sariat department—TI received every assist-
ance. The casualties may not be considered
great under the advautages we have gained ;
but with my small force I cannot afford to
lose men. I have applied to Major-general
Hewitt, commanding Meerutldisvision, for
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a reinforcement, as I consider my present
force much too small for the position I am
placed in—liable to constant attacks from
Delhi.  Parties of horse have been seen
from that quarter reconnoitring my position
all the morning, and it is very harassing to
the men to be kept so constantly on the
alert.—I have, &c.—A. WiLsoN,

“ Brigadier, commanding Field Force.”

The loss to the Europeans upon this
occasion was limited to eleven killed, nine-
teen wounded, and two missing; fifteen
horses belonging to the artillery and cara-
biniers, also, were killed in the action.

Undeterred by the rough usage he had
met with on his first encounter, the enemy,
having been reinforced from Delhi during
the night, ventured to make a second attack
upon the European force in the afternoon
of the 81st. Upon this occasion the rebel
troops took up a position, about a/mile in
length, on a ridge within a short distance of
the advanced pickets of the 60th regiment,
and commenced the action with a spirited
and continuous discharge of artillery, which
was promptly answered by the guns of the
horse artillery and two 18-pounders, while
the rifies moved across the bridge, supported
by two guns and a troop of carabiniers.
For nearly two hours the action was chiefly
confined to the artillery on both sides; but
at length the enemy’s fire slackened, and
the British force steadily advanced. The
mutineers, after the lesson of the previous
day, had no appetite for close quarters. and
speedily retreated, maintsining, however, a
sharp fire with musketry, until their position
was entirely carried, when they fled in hot
haste to seek shelter behind the walls of
Delhi. The English soldiers were too much
exhausted by fatigue and heat to follow the
enemy to any distance, and therefore re-
turned to camp at Ghazee-ud-deen Nuggur,
after destroying a village, from which the
insurgents had subjected them to annoyance.
In this the second encounter, Lieutenant
Perkins of the artillery, one non-commis-
sioned officer, and ten privates, were killed ;
and two subalterns, two non-commissioned
officers, and eight rank and file, were
wounded ; twenty horses were also killed or
wounded in the action and pursuit. The
following is Brigadier Wilson’s report of
this spirited affair, dated from Ghazee-ud-
deen Nuggur, June 1st :—

“Sir,—In continuation of my demi-
official express of last night’s date, I have
the honour to report, for the information
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of Major-general Sir H. Barnard, K.C.B,,
and, through him, of the commander of
the forces, that the insurgents attacked
me again yesterday afternoon, at about
one o’clock, in force. They took up a posi-
tion extending fully a mile on the high
ridge, on the opposite side of the Hindun,
about a mile from my advanced picket, in
front of the bridge, and commenced a fire
with their guns from this long distance.
The guns of the horse artillery, supported
by a squadron of carabiniers, immediately
moved forward to reply to the fire, and the
two 18-pounders under Lieutenant Light
moved to the bank of the river for the same
purpose. The rifles, leaving one company
in camp, moved forward to the support of
the picket at the bridge, supported by two
guns of Major Scott’s battery and a troop
of carabiniers. Perceiving that the horse
artillery were exposed to a very heavy fire, I
advanced two more guns of Major Scott’s
battery, under Lieutenant Davidson, to
support them. For nearly two hours the
action was one of artillery chiefly.

“The rifles clearing the village on the left
of the toll-bar, and the fire of the enemy’s
guns slackening, I ordered a general ad-
vance, the insurgents retiring, but continuing
their fire until we drove them from their
position and crowned the ridge, from which
we could see them in full retreat to Delhi.

“ My men were so knocked up by the heat
of the sun, by which many officers and men
were struck down, that I could not follow
them further, as I wished. I therefore with-
drew the force into camp, after having first
burnt a village on our right flank, from
which the insurgents had given us much
annoyance. All the force performed their
duty well and to my satisfaction; and in
addition to those officers whom I brought to
notice in my despatch of yesterday, detailing
the action of the 30th, I wish to report
favourably of Lieutenant Elliot, of artillery,
who supported the rifles with two guns of
Major Scott’s battery, in the most steady
and determined manner; Li¢utenant Light
also did admirable service with his 18-
pounders. The sappers and miners under
Lieutenant Maunsell, whom I brought up
in support of Lieutenant Elliot’s guns, per-
formed most efficient service. I have to
regret the loss of Lieutenant Perkins, of
horse artillerv—an invaluable officer, and a
great loss to me.

“ T regret to say that the insurgents were °

enabled to carry off all their guns, which
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appeared to me to consist of two heavy pieces,
on the Delhi-road, and five light guns, most
grobably the remains of Captain De Teissier’s
attery ; one of their ammunition-waggons
only was destroyed.—I have, &c.,
“ A. WiLson, Brigadier, commanding
Field Forces.”

After the affair of the 31st of May, no
further attempt was made to disturb the
position of Brigadier Wilson, who remained
upon the field of his triumphs until his
movement to join Sir Henry Barnard.

In the meantime, the main body of troops
from Kurnaul was rapidly advancing, dis-
pensing retributive justice on its route
among those known to have been engaged in
the treasonable outbreak. At this time the
health of the men generally was excellent,
notwithstanding the heat of the season,
and their exposure to a burning sun in a
treeless country. Excitement enabled them
to endure patiently every form of discomfort
that lay in their path, and they were only
eager for the moment that should place
them within reach of the treacherous and
vindictive murderers of English women and
children, and the cowardly assassinators of
unsuspecting British officers.

On the 6th of June, Major-general Sir H.
Barnard’s force arrived at Allipore (one
march from Delhi), and encamped ; and here,
at tw * in the morning of the 7th, the Meerut
divisio. under Brigadier Wilson, joined it.

A letier from the camp, dated June 7th,
describing the arrival of this gallant band,
says—“ The 60th rifles came in after their
sixteen mile march, singing in chorus, and
at a swinging pace.” The writer also pro-
ceeds to say—* The mutineers have moved
out and established themselves, with twelve
guns and about 3,000 men, half-way between
this and Delhi. They say they mean to
attack us, which is not very likely, though
they may possibly play at long-bowls with
our pickets. If they would only come out
in good force, we might be saved much
trouble at Delhi. To-morrow we march to
the cantonments at Delhi. We shall have
to dislodge the mutineers from one or two
posts en route, but do not anticipate' much
difficulty. We shall drive in their advanced
posts at daylight, and then move on to can-
tonments. 1 believe they have eighteen
guns outside, which ought to be ours before
breakfast-time. An order was sent just now
to the European regiments, that weakly and
footsore men were to remain behind with
the treasure, in case we have to move out to

attack. In the 75th and 1st fusiliers, not
one weakly man could be found, and hardly
any in the 2nd fusiliers, after their long
marches. :

“The European regiments from the hills
suffered from cholera coming dowm, and
while at Umballah and Kurnaul; but since
leaving the latter place sickness has entirely
disappeared. * * * The siege-train came
in this morning, making a double march
with six companies of the 2nd fusiliers: the
latter have made eight marches in five days,
and are in high health and spirits.”

From this time, during several successive
months, the career of the avenging army
was one of uninterrupted success. In every
encounter with the insurgent forces, victory
crowned the almost superhuman efforts of
the heroic band, whose warmest aspirations
were not more directed to the effectual sup-
pression of revolt, than to the infliction of
condign punishment upon miscreants who,
with the name and in the honourable garb
of soldiers, had covered the native armies of
Bengal with infamy, by the perpetration of
enormities it is impossible to recall to
memory without feelings of indignation
that no language is adequate to express the
intensity of.

The capture of Delhi, towards which de-
sirable consummation the advance of the
combined forces of General Barnard and
Brigadier Wilson was the first effective
step, necessarily forms one, but only one,
of the many distinctive features in the pro-
gress of this unjustifiable and unprovoked
rebellion; while from the peculiar circum-
stances attending it, every minute detail
connected with the achievement, possesses
an interest that has not been surpassed in
the records of modern warfare. The pen of
the annalist can but faintly pourtray the
difficulties, the fatigues, the losses that lay
in the path of the destined captors; yet
they were prepared to dare all, and to
endure all, that the chances of a war, cha-
racterised by unparalleled barbarity, might
present to them, so that the martyrs of
their people might be avenged by the
punishment of their brutal destroyers. Up
to this time they fortunately were ignorant
of the extent of the crimes they would be
called upon to resent; or that the stoutest
hearts among them would quail, and the
flashing eyes of thousands of England’s
heroes would be diramed, by the contempla-
tion of horrors about to be unveiled to
them.
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A few minutes after one o’clock in the
morning of Monday, June the 8th, the
combined forces from Meerut and Kurnaul,
under the immediate command of Sir H.
Barnard, advanced from Allipore towards
Delhi; and after marching for about four
miles, came upon a body of mutineers, num-
bering about 8,000, strongly posted in an
intrenched position, defended by twelve
guns, at Badulee Ke-Serai. The enemy at
once opened fire, and, for a short time, in-
flicted severe damage upon the advancing
force. At the commencement of this affair,
Colonel Chester, adjutant-general of the
army,* was struck by a round shot that
knocked over both himself and horse, as
well as another officer (Lientenant Harri-
son), and two horses that were near him.
As the British artillery was not yet in a
position to cope with the heavy guns op-
posed to it (worked as they were with ex-
ceeding precision and good effect, by men
trained and disciplined in our own school),
there was only one course to pursue; but
that one in which English soldiers rarely
fail to succeed. The order was given to
take the guns; and, with a cheer that rung
above the roar of cannon and the din of the
battle-field, the gallant 75th rushed forward
like & solid wall of iron, amidst a perfect
hailstorm of musketry. Nerved by feelings
that gave speed to their feet and strength
to their arms, the pace of the men was so
rapid, the attack so impetuous, and their
fury so unsparing, that the sepoys, without
waiting to cross bayonets, fled in terror to
their next position, abandoning their guns
and whatever else might impede their flight
and endanger their safety. The second
position embraced a well-constructed line
of defences, extending from the Signal
tower (of which we have already given
some notice)t to a building known—from
the name of its former owner, a Mahratta
chief—as ““ Hindoo Rao’s house,” situate a
short distance from the Moree gate of the
city. The terror inspired by the first at-
tack at Badulee Ke-Serai had not yet lost
its influence upon the rebel force, and a
very brief struggle sufficed to place this
defence, also, in the hands of General Bar-

® An officer of the 756th, who shared in the achieve-
ments of the day, says in a letter, dated from
Delhi cantonments, June 8th:—“I was near poor
Colonel Chester when a round shot took him about
his left hip, knocking over him and his horse, also
knocking over another officer and two horses : poor
Chester's blood came all over my horse; but round
shot and grape were pouring into us, and we could
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nard and his victorious troops. The as-
sault was so furious, that the field-pieces of
the enemy were taken, with the horses and
equipments ready for service; the whole of
the artillerymen that survived the'onslaught
having abandoned their guns, and fled with
their discomfited and terror-struck com-
rades of the defensive force, to seek protec-
tion within the fortifications of the city,
leaving the field to the “avengers,” who by
nine o’clock of the same morning were in
quiet possession of the cantonments for-
merly occupied by the mutinous 38th, 54th,
and 74th native regiments; and of a position
having its left resting upon the Signal
tower, its centre upon an old mosque, and
its right upon the building already men-
tioned as “ Hindoo Rao’s house,” which
was surrounded by walls, strongly fortified.
Owing to the oblique direction of the line
of hills in front of the city, the right wing
of the besieging army was considerably in
advauce, the left wing being necessarily

| thrown back ; but the mean distance of the

entire position was not more than a mile
and a-half from the north-eastern angle of
the city walls,

Here then, in sight of the beleaguered
rebels, and within hearing of their phantom
king, the avenging army of England rested
with stern and pitiless resolve to exact a
fearful retribution from the murderers of
their helpless women and children, and the
treacherous assassins of their unsuspecting
and too-confiding officers —rebels, who
henceforth could only rush from the con-
fines of their living tomb to throw them-
selves upon the bayonets of their victors;
to surrender unconditionally, or to brave
the consequences of an assault that would
involve their indiscriminate destruction.

Having brought the avenging force in
close proximity to the doomed city (before
which, for some time, it had to act merely
on the defensive, owing to the deficiency of
the battering train), we shall reserve the de-
tails of its daily operations for future pages ;
concluding this portion of our narrative
with the despatches of the adjutant-general
of the army, and of Major-general Barnard,
referring to the triumphs of the 8th of June.

not think of others. This was behind a hill. At
last there was nothing for it but to charge and take
the guns, which her majesty’s 75th did well, and we
rushed on and attacked them on all sides. Then
was ex)erienced a hail of musketry ringing past our
heads. However, at last, the gosition and guns
were our own, and the enemy in flight.”
t See ante, p. 78.
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On the 13th of the month, Lieutenant
Norman, who had succeeded to the post of
assistant adjutant-general upon the death
of Colonel Chester, reported to the secre-

to the government as follows : —

¢ Sir,~In continuation of letter of the
27th ult., to your address, from the late
adjutant-general of the army, reporting the
death of the commander-in-chief on that
day, I am now desired by Major-general T.
Reed, C.B., commanding the forces in Ben-
gal, to request that you will inform the
governor-general in council that the major-
general having left Rawul Pindee on the
28th ult., reached the camp of the force
under Major-general Sir H. Barnard,
K.C.B.,, at Allipore, one march from
Delhi, about 1 a.M. of the 8th inst., when
the troops were on the point of moving to
drive in the posts of the mutineers outside
Delhi. Sir H. Barnard had been joined
on the previous day by Brigadier A. Wilson
with troops from Meerut, and on the 6th
inst. by the siege-train with its escort; so
that the total force in camp was as enume-
rated in the margin* I beg to enclose
copies of the major-general’s two reports of
the successful operations of this day, and
am only to add that Major-general Reed
entirely approves of the whole of the dispo-
sitions made, and cordially concurs in the
approbation bestowed on the officers and
troops engaged, and particularly on those
who are more especially mentioned. The
commander of the forces, I am to state, was
unable, from severe sickness and fatigue, to
accompany the troops, and in no way inter-
fered with the arrangements of Sir H. Bar-
nard, who was attended in the field by the
head-quarters’ staff. Major-general Reed
desires to express his deep regret at the loss
of the adjutant-general of the army, Colo-
nel C. Chester, who was killed by a cannon-
shot in the first advance on the enemy’s
heavy battery at Badulee Ke-Serai. The
loss of this officer at the present juncture is
deeply deplored by the commander of the
forces.

“ Since the arrival of the troops at Delhi,
several affairs have taken place, in all of
which the troops engaged have greatly dis-
tinguished themselves. The guide carps,

¢ Four guns, 2nd troop, 1st brigade ; 2nd and 3rd
troops, 3rd brigade, berse artillery; 3rd company,
8rd battalion, artillery, and No. 14 horse field bat-
ter{; 4th company, 6th battalion. Artillery; de-
tachment artillery recruits; head-quarters’ ?;nach-
ment sappers and miners ; her majesty’s 9th lancers ;

under Captain Daly, arrived on the morn-
ing of the 9th inst., having marched from
Murdan, in Eusufzaie, a distance of 580
miles, in twenty-two days. The engineer
and artillery portions of the force have been
actively employed in throwing up batteries,
and in maintaining a fire on the city. The
mutineers have mounted a very formidable
artillery, and their practice is excellent, and
usually well sustained; but the major-
general trusts ere long we shall be enabled
to strike a decisive blow at the place.

“In addition to the enclosures already
referred to, I am directed to attach copies
of Brigadier Wilson’s reports of his two
actions at Ghazee-ud-deen Nuggur.

“1 have, &c.,
“W. A. NoruMaN, Lieutenant.”

Major-general Sir Henry Barnard’s re-
ports, referred to in the above despatch,
were dated from the cantonments at Delhi,
on the 8th and 12th of June respec-
tively. The first-dated was to the follow-
ing effect :—

*Sir,—The forces under my command
marched from Allipore at 1 a.M. this morn-
ing; and on reaching Badulee Ke-Serai,
found the enemy strongly posted in an in-
trenched position, which I have the satis-
faction to inform you was carried after an en-
gagement of about three-quarters of an hour,
and proceeded to take up our present po-
sition, which we found to be over disputed
ground the whole way; and finally, in a
well-defended line of defence, from the Signal
tower to Hindoo Rao’s house. Our troops
behaved with the greatest gallantry and
persevering endurance; aud after facing a
very determined resistance, drove the enemy
within the walls of Delhi: all this was ac-
complished by nine o’clock in the morning.
Our loss has been comparatively trifling,
only ane officer being killed ; but I regret
to say that officer is Colonel Chester, adju-
tant-general of the army, who was esteemed
by all for every qualification that can adorn
the soldier. I have not been able to ascer-
tain the particulars of our loss, or our cap-
ture of guns; but I fear I canuot estimate
the former under forty to fifty killed ; the
number of guns taken to be about sixteen
or eighteen. I do not, in this hurried

two squadrons, her majesty’s 6th dragoon guards;
head-quarters and six companies 60th royal rifles;
head-quarters and nine companies of her majesty’s
75th regiment; 1st Bengal fusiliers ; head-quarters
and six companios 2nd fusiliers; Sirmoor batta-
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despatch, attempt to recommend any one;
but I cannot pass over the assistance I
received from Brigadier-general Wilson,
whose cool judgment entitles him to an
equal share of any merit that may be given
to the officer in command. From the briga-
dier-general and staff of the army attached
to me from the divisional staff I received
every support; and from my personal staff,
Captain Barnard and Lieutenant Turnbull,
the most daring devotion. The conduct of
the Ghoorka battalion, the sappers, and
other native troops employed, was most
praiseworthy ; they vied with their Euro-
pean comrades in forward daring. The
troops of the native contingents did equally
good service, including those of the Jhind
rajah; and I cannot close this without
especial mention of many gentlemen at-
tached to the army in civil capacities, who
not only accompanied us into the field, but
did every service the extended nature of
our position rendered prominent in keeping
up mutual communication. I hope to send
you 'a fuller detail to-morrow. Our siege-
train is up, and I hope to open on the
town without a moment’s delay.

“P.S.—I find the captured guns amount
to twenty-six ; and I desire to add to this,
in justice to myself, special notice of the
assistance I received from Colonel Congreve,
C.B., acting adjutant-general of her ma-
jesty’s forces in India; Colonel Becher,
quartermaster-general of the army; and
Colonel the Hon. R. Curzon, military secre-
tary to the late commander-in-chief, who
never left me; Captain Norman, assistant
adjutant-general of the army, and on whom
the important duties of adjutant-general
devolved on the death of Colonel Chester;
and Colonel Young, judge-advocate-general
of the army, who accompanied me during
the whole of the action.”

The second report, dated June 12th,
comprises a more detailed account of the
action at Badulee Ke-Serai.

“ Sir,—With reference to my hurried
despatch of the 8th inst., I have now the
honour, for the information of the general
commanding the forces, to submit a mcre
detailed account of the action of Badulee
Ke-Serai, and seizure of the position on
the ridge above the cantonments of Delhi,
necessary to hold with regard to ultimate
operations against that city. Having been
j\;’ined by the force under Brigadier-general

ilson, I broke up the camp at Allipore
without delay; and on ascertaining that
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the enemy had made preparations to oppose
our advance, and had occupied a fortified
position at Badulee Ke-Serai, made the fol-
lowing disposition of the forces :—Brigadier-
general Grant, C.B., with the force as per
margin,* was to gain the opposite side of
the canal, and recross it below and in rear
of the enemy’s position, so soon as he heard
the action commeuce, with a view of taking
the enemy in flank. The 1lst brigade,
under Brigadier-general Showers, was to
act on the right side of the main trunk
road, along which the column was to ad-
vance; and the 2nd brigade, under Briga-
dier-general Graves, was to take the left;
the heavy guns were to remain in position
on the road ; the rest of the artillery to act
on either side. As soon as our advanced
picket met the enemy these brigades de-
ployed, leaving the main road clear. The
enemy soon opened a heavy fire upon us;
and, finding that our light field-pieces did
not silence their battery, and that we were
losing men fast, I called upon the 75th
regiment to make a dashing charge and
take the place at the point of the bayonet:
this service was done with the most heroic
gallantry; and to Lieutenant-colonel Her-
bert and every officer, non-commissioned offi-
cer, and man of the 75th regiment, my thanks
are most especially due. The 1st Europeans
supported the attack ; and on the 2nd bri-
gade coming up and threatening their right,
and Brigadier-general Grant showing the
head of his column and guns on their left
rear, the enemy abandoned the position en-
tirely, leaving his guns on the ground. The
action lasted nearly an hour, and I regret
to say, cost many valuable lives.

“ Although the men were much exhausted,
I determined to push on, under the impres-
sion that if I halted, a similar difficulty
might be opposed to me the following day
in gaining the requisite position ; and on the
road separating, it became desirable to act
in two columns, sending one along the
main trunk road, and taking the other to
the left through the cantonments. To
Brigadier-general Wilson, supported by
Brigadier-general Showers’ brigade, I con-
fided the conduct of this column, which
had to fight its way through gardens with
high walls and other obstacles the whole
way; and, taking the 2nd brigade, with
Brigadier-general Graves, with myself, 1

* Six guns, 3rd troop, 3rd battalion, horse artil-

lery; four guns, 2nd troop, 1st battalion horse
artillery ; three squadrons 9th lancers.
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proceeded to the left. I soon found that
the enemy had posted himself strongly on
the ridge over the cantonments, with guns
in position, and ander the range of which
we soon found ourselves ; upon which I de-
termined on a rapid flank movement to the
left, in the hope of gaining the ridge under
cover of the cantonments, and taking the
position in flank. This was happily suc-
cessful ; the enemy got their guns hastily
into a position to meet me; and Brigadier-
general Graves’ brigade, consisting of the
60th rifles, under Lieutenant-colonel Jones,
supported by the 2nd Europeans, under
Captain Boyd, advanced gallantly, and, sup-
ported by Captain Money’s troop of horse
artillery, carried the position; and the
enemy, finding himself taken in flank and
rear, abandoned his guns, and we swept
the whole ridge from the Flagstaff to
Hindoo Rao’s house, where I had the satis-
faction of meeting Brigadier-general Wilson;
and, the object of the day having been thus
effected, the force was at once placed in
position before Delhi.
“] have already mentioned to the com-
mander-in-chief the names of officers to
whom I am indebted, and whom I desire,
in justice, to call to his notice, and to whose
names I beg to add those of Major Ewart,
deputy-assistant adjutant-general ; Captain
Shute, assistant quartermaster-general ; and
Captain Maisey, deputy judge-advocate-
general ; and beg to state that I fully concur
1n the merit of those recommended by my
brigadiers.—I have, &c.—W. H. BarRNARD,
“ Major-general, commanding Field Force.”
The following letters from officers engaged
in the decisive actions of the 8th of June,
supply some interesting details of the inci-
dents that have rendered the day memor-
able in the annals of the Indian revolt.
Our first extract, dated from the Delhi
cantonments,” June 8th, the day of the
battle, says—“ We marched at 2 a.m. from
Allipore, knowing that there were twelve
guns in a strong position on our road, about
three miles off, and when we got near it,
round shot came flying into us. We got
off the road, extended our men and brought
up our artillery to reply to them, which
they did; but their guns were so well
served that they did fearful work. Almost
at the commencemenut of the affair, our
adjutant-general, Colonel Chester, was
placed hors de combat by a round shot*
and as it was impossible for us to stand
* See ante, p. 196.

the pounding they were evidently disposed
to give us, the only way to prevent it was
to take the guns into our own hands. The
order was consequently given, and by a
vigorous rush of the 75th, supported by the
1st Europeans, the position was carried at
the point of the bayonet, and the guns
captured with comparatively little loss to
ourselves, the Pandys having an insur-
mountable objection to close quarters with
our cold steel in front of them. We then
pushed on to Delhi, and had to attack and
take more guns, and again I had many
escapes ; however, it was daylight, and we
did things better, and here we are. We
took the heights and guns on them, and
now are encamped on the old Delhi parade-
ground ; but though one o’clock, no tents
up yet. We are occupying any buildings
we can find. I am with the general and
staff in an old hospital till tents come up.
The mutineers, in their first position, had the
commander-in-chief’s head-quarter tents,
which they had got out of the magazine.”

In another letter, dated ¢ Head-quarters,
Delhi cantonments, June 12th,” the writer
says—“ We are now encamped on the
Flagstaff-hill, having dislodged the insur-
gents on the 8th. They fought most obsti-
nately, and disputed the ground inch b
inch; but British courage, and, I may add,
ferocity, forced all before them. In the
enemy’s camp was found a European ac-
tually laying the guns! He was literall
cut to pieces by the enraged soldiery. I’t’
is suspected that there are others in the
city. Three hundred of the mutineers tried
to escape by getting into a Serag, but they
were seen by some of our fellows, and a
party went to dislodge them; they fired
from the windows, when our fellows burst
open the doors, and, rushing in, killed
every one. Not one was left alive. We
marched down to the lines by the Artillery-
bridge, the centre one having been de-
stroyed by the enemy. We were under
heavy fire till we got beyond the canal, but
not a single casualty occurred.”

A communication of a yet later date,
refers to the advance from Allipore thus:—
“ Where the two roads to Kurnaul meet,
the enemy took up their first position, at a
place called Badulee Ke-Serai, with sandbag
batteries and about sixteen guns, some of
them 24-pounders, and eight howitzers.
‘We came on them on the 8th of Juue, and
got a tremendous pounding for about half-
an-hour, till we stormed them with the
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bayonet, when the mutineers fled. They
are good behind guns, but poor creatures
at close quarters. We then advanced un-
molested, and took our position on a com-
manding ridge, the nearest point of which
is about 1,200 yards from the Moree gate,
pitching our camp on the parade-ground of
the old cantonment, which is just out of
reach of their shells. Our force was about
8,000 strong, and the pickets being more
than 1,000, siege operations were out of the
question. Only an assault remained; but
General Barnard could not make up his
mind to assent to it, and so we waited for
reinforcements, and are now about 6,000
strong. But our guns are still, in number
and calibre, quite unequal to a siege. We
have two 24-pounders (captured), six 8-inch
howitzers, nine 18-pounders, and six 8-inch
mortars. The enemy have an enormous
arsenal, with 32-pounders, 24-pounders,
10-inch howitzers in abundance, and are
limited only in artillerymen ; and our troops
are so worked, that working parties cannot
be procured.”

Mr. Greathed, agent to the lieutenant-
governor, writes from before Delhi, June
8th :—“ We have made good our point to-
day, and are now encamped on the parade-
ground, with the heights between the can-
tonments and the city in our hands, and in
a position to commence the siege at once.
The enemy had taken up a stroung position
at Badulee Ke-Serai, which was carried, with
the capture of all the guns. The pursuit
was 30 sharp, that the gunners threw them-
selves off their horses and left the field-
pieces standing in the road. The heavy
guns remain in position. Twenty-six guus,
in all, have been captured to-day, besides
ammunition and intrenching tools.”

Another letter briefly refers to the ad-
vance from Allipore, and the events of the
8th of June, thus:—*Marching from Allipore
at oue in the morning, the general found
the enemy intrenched in a strong position,
or line of positions, covering Delhi. By
nine o’clock he had carried the whole of
them in the face of a stubborn resistance,
and had driven the mutineers within the
walls of the city, upon which he was intend-
ing to open with his heavy artillery, with-
out & moment’s delay.” The writer then
proceeds to say—‘ Knowing the vital im-
portance of the conflict to which our gen-
erals are committed, the smallness of the
force under their command—which, even
with reinforcements, will hardly, I imagine,
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reach 6,000 men—the great extent of the
city (five or six miles from north to south),
its populousness, and the fact that on the
eastern or river side it is now entirely open
to the mutineers to receive men or supplies
from the Doab—we must not murmur
against our chiefs if some days yet elapse

before we hear that the place is taken. :

Already, in connection with the revolt,
have appeared symptoms of this hasty and
ignorant criticism., Poor General Anson
was accused of culpable inaction till it was
found that he had been waiting, and of
course most wisely, for the siege-train from
Phillour, having nothing but field-pieces
with him.”

Adverting to the delay that had occurred
in collecting and bringing forward the
troops since the early part of May, the
writer observes—* Doubtless, the delay in
the capture of Delhi has been unfortunate.
It has led to the open mutiny of several
rotten-hearted regiments—a fact in itself,
perhaps, causing no great loss to the state,
saving where European life was taken.
But let it be remembered, that the game to
be played out at Delhi is one of which it is
impossible to over-estimate the value of the
stakes, and one, therefore, not to be lightly
taken in hand, nor to be conducted other-
wise than in a cautious, if also in an alert
and vigorous mood. I have no fear but
that the blow will be struck soon enough
for the security of the empire. And when
the retribution has come—as come it surely
will ; when the puppet king of Delhi is taken
or slain ; when the streets of his capital are
choked with dead, and every English bayo-
net is bent and bloody with the strife, then
you will read the ghastly tale of the atroci-
ties perpetrated in the accursed city, unsur-
passed in kind, as will I think appear, by
anything recorded in history of the cruellest

sack of a captured town, and will rejoice |

that your murdered countrymen and coun-
trywomen are fully, if fearfully, avenged.”

Of the spirit that animated the army as .

one man on its advance for the recapture
of Delhi, and the expulsion, if not utter ex-
termination, of the treacherous and unmanly
hordes of ruffians that defiled the streets of
that city of slaughterhouses, and by their
daring provoked the chastisement about to
full upon it and its pecople, we have an in-
stance in the conduct of the 60th rifies, on
their arrival at the camp of General Bar-
nard.* With such spirits, and the energies
® See ante, p. 193.
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called into activity by attendant circum-

lmight be its duration, or however costly

stances, it could not be possible to doubt|the sacrifices by which such result might
the result of the struggle to which such|be purchased for the country ennobled by
men were hastening, however protracted | their valour.

CHAPTER XIIL

MUTINY OF AN ESCGORT NEAR HATTRAS ; SUCCESSFUL RUSE OF THE OFFICER IN COMMAND ; OUTBREAK AT
SEETAPORE ; MURDER OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BIRCH; THE TOWN PLUNDERED; FLIGHT OF THE RURO-
PEAN FAMILIES; REVOLT OF THE POPULACE, AND MASSACRE OF EUROPEANS AT HANSI AND HIBSAR}
RECOVERY OF THEIR MUTILATED REMAINS ; OUTBREAK AT AZIMGURH ; SIR.JOHN LAWRENCE’S ADDRESS
TO THE SEPOYS8; MUTINY AND-MASSACRE AT NEEMUCH. '

Havine traced the disastrous oecurrences
essociated with the progress of the revolt,
to the end of May, we shall now follow its
devastating career, until, in the month of
June, 1857, it had reached a climax of
horrors that are scarcely paralleled in the
records of human depravity, and of atrocities
that the pen hesitates to describe, and the
tongue of the sufferer dares not reveal in
the hearing of civilised man.
Harrras.—The close of May was sig-
nalised by a very gallant and successful
exploit of Lieutenant Coekburn, an officer
in command of a detachment of the Gwalior
contingent that had been sent to the assis-
tance of the lieutenant-governor of the
Western Provinees, at Agra, by the maha-
rajah.* Upon intelligence of the outbreak
at Allygurh having reached Mr. Colvin,
Lieutenant Cockburn was directed to pro-
ceed to that place with 225 men of the
Gwalior cavalry, for the purpose of pro-
tecting such of the Europeans as remained,
from the stragglers of the mutinous 9th
regiment of native infantry. The men
accomplished the distance of 176 miles in
seven marches, and fortunately arrived just
in time to effect the purpose intended, and
to escort the European families from that
station to Hattras—a town about thirty miles
N.N.E.of Agra. Lieutenant Cockburn had
scarcely reached Hattras with his charge,
when about 100 of his troopers mutinied,
and endeavoured to prevail upon those of
their comrades who remained faithful, to
join them, and massacre the English fugi-
tives whom they had so far protected.
The mutineers, finding expostulation of no
* See ante, p. 127.
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effect, sought by examplé to gain accession
to their numbers, and, separating them-
selves from the escort, they rode round the
camp, calling upon their comrades, for the
sake of religion and-their king, to abandon
the “ Feringhees,” and proceed with them
to Delhi. Neither persuasion or menace
availed them, and ultimately they rode off to
endeavour to prevail on the villagers to join
them in an attack upon their late comrades,
and in the plunder of the fugitive party.
Undismayed by his position with the im-
portant eharge intrusted to him, and his
reduced means for protecting it, Lieu-
tenant Cockburn at once determined to act
on the offensive, and thereby extricate the
Europeans in Hattras from their hazardous
position. The deserters had already suc-
ceeded in exciting the cupidity of the vil-
lagers, some 500 of whom assembled in the
neighbourhood of the town, and were ac-
tively engaged in plundering- and ill-using
the inhabitants. Leaving about eighty of
his men, in whom he hed confidence, to
protect the Europeans under his charge, he
procured a. curtained bullock-cart, similar
to those in which females are accustomed to
travel in that part of the country; and
having let down the curtains, he placed be-
hind them four of his men with loaded car-
bines, instead of the usual complement of
female travellers. The cart was sent on in
advance; himself, with forty of his troop,
following at a convenient distance, and
screening themselves. umder the shade of
trees as they approached the tumultuous
rabble. The cart was no sooner discovered,
than the plunderers rushed towards it for
the purpose of seizing the women whom
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they supposed to be within it; but, as the
foremost of them placed their hands upon
the vehicle, a well-directed volley from the
carbines laid several of them upon the
earth. Lieutenant Cockburn and his men
instantly galloped up, and, dashing into the
midst of the affrighted rabble, cut the
insurgents down without mercy. The

. mutinous troopers who had instigated and
. been most active in the disorder, broke

from the mass of their confederates, and
fled, followed by the mob, which dispersed
in all directions. Of the sowars, forty-
eight were killed in the mélée, three were
wounded, and ten made prisoners, and after-
wards hung for mutiny and desertion. The
rest of the party were scattered about the
country ; and of the viliagers, many of them,
in the extremity of their terror at the im-
petuous and unexpected attack, threw them-
selves into the wells, and so perished while
endeavouring to escape from a merited
punishment. The result of this spirited
affair was the safe arrival of the fugitives at
their intended ‘icstination without further
molestation on the way.

SEETAPORE.— At Seetapore (a military

' station in the territory of the Gwalior

rajah), a wing of the 41st native infantry,
the 9th and 10th Oude irregular infantry,

- and the 2nd regiment of Oude military

police, comprising altogether about 3,000
men, were in cantonments ; and, up to the
beginning of June, nothing had occurred
in the behaviour of the troops to excite
apprehension of their loyalty, although, as
it subsequently proved a mischievous in-
fluence had for some wuue been actively
employed to seduce them from their alle-
giance. During the morning of Tuesday,
the 2nd of June, a sepoy orderly commu-
nicated to Lieutenant-colonel Birch, of the

' 4lst regiment, that the men were dis-

;
!

affected, and that a mutinous outbreak was
at hand ; but that they had resolved not to
injure their officers if the latter would
leave the cantonment and town quietly.
By some extraordinary fatuity this timely
information was disregarded, and no pre-
parations were made in anticipation of
the possible revolt, beyond ordering the
European officers attached to the native
regiments to remain with their respective
companies. On the 3rd, the outbreak
commenced by the men of the 4lst regi-
ment assembling on parade with their arms
and ammunition, and thence proceeding to
the residence of their colonel; who, on re-
202

fusing to deliver over to them the treasure
under his charge, they immediately shot,
with one of their three lieutenants and
the sergeant-major. The men of the 9th
irregulars had not been idle spectators of
the movement of their rebellious comrades,
and they also broke into open mutiny;
emulating the former in their work of
blood by shooting their commanding officer,
doctor, and sergeant-major. While these
events were in progress, the 10th regiment
was marched out to protect the civilians,
having the military police drawn up on
the left of their position ror the same ob-
ject. After a very brief interval of in-
action, the men of the police force suddeunly
mutinied, and commenced firing upon the
civilians who happened to be gazing at the
unusual military demonstration. For some
minutes the 10th exhibited a disposition to
stand true to their duty and their colours;
but upon the approach of the 9th and 41st
regiments, they also left their ranks and
joined the mutinous host. The men of the
10th did not, however, imitate the others in
wreaking their vengeance upon their officers;
one of whom, Lieutenant and Adjutant
Burnes, describing the events of the morn-
ing, says— I was standing in front of the
centre of the left wing, exhorting the men
to be faithful to their salt, and to the
colours they had so lately and so sacredly
sworn to defend. They listened with the
utmost respect, and evinced no signs what-
ever of disobedience until the 41st and 9th
came within 120 yards; when the light
company broke their ranks, and seizing me,
took me to the rear, begging of me to run
and save myself, as they wished me no
harm. Seeing my commanding officer and
second in command going away, I followed
with a heavy heart, little caring what be-
came of me, and not taking much notice
of the volleys the troops were treating us
to.”—The disorder now became general; a
portion of the rebellious soldiery had already
commenced shooting the inhabitants and
plundering the town, while others had
taken possession of the treasury, and were
now occupied in firing the bungalows
and lines of the cantonments. A few
sepoys still, however, continued faithful,
and earnestly besought the surviving officers
to escape, and so avert the otherwise in-
evitable destruction of their families; as,
in the eveut of their falling, the women
and children would be without a chance of
protection. Finding it useless to contend
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with the circumstauces by which they were
surrounded, it was at length determined
to follow the advice of the sepoys; by
whose assistance, eventually, twelve of the
officers, with six ladies and several children,
and some families of Europeans in the civil
service (numbering altogether about fifty
persons), managed to quit the place, under
the protection of twenty soldiers, by whom
the party was safely conducted to Lucknow.
Throughout the journey of fifty miles they
were compelled to avoid the public roads,
and to cross ravines and broken ground,
that under other circumstances would have
been considered impossible for ordinary
travéllers. Their flight was soon discovered,
and a pursuit coramenced ; bnt by taking
the unusual route selected by their protec-
tors, the fugitives were enabled to keep
sufficiently in advance of their pursuers to
avoid personal harm, although upon one
occasion, in which they had halted for an
hour, they were nearly overtaken. The
time occupied in this doubly hazardous
flight extended over two days and a night,
during the whole of which period they
were without shelter, and but scantily pro-
vided with food. The outbreak at Seeta-
pore was consummated by a massacre of
about sixty of the European and Christian
inhabitants of the town, and the partial
destruction of the place itself. The can-
tonments were utterly destroyed by fire;
and the Europeans who had saved them-
selves by timely flight, escaped with only
the clothing they had upon them at the
moment of their departure.

A letter from Lieutenant George Holmes
Burnes, late adjutant-of the 10th Oude
irregular infantry, affords the following de-
tails connected with this outbreak, and its
subsequent perils for those unhappily within
the range of its influence. The communi-
cation is addressed to his brother, from the
fort of Mitawlee, after an interval of several
months from the period at which the mutiny
broke out.

“T fear that for many months you must
have mourned me as dead; and my escape
has indeed been wounderful—very wonderful;
for, since the 3rd of June (the date of the
mutiny and massacre at Sectapore), I have
been prowling in the jungle, exposed to sun
and rain, and pursued by sepoys and a
small party of irregular cavalry ; but I have
hitherto escaped, and hope yet to get off, as
I am protected by a friendly rajah, who has
fed me and those with me to this hour;

and now that things seem bettering, I trust
he will increase his care for us—so cheer
up! God has been very merciful to me;
and I yet hope to see you, dearest brother,
again, Much have I to write, and but
little space to put it in. On the 3rd of
June the Seetapore troops, consisting of the
41st Bengal native infantry, 9th and 10th
regiments Oude irregular infantry, and 2nd
regiment Oude military police (in all about
3,300 men), broke out into open mutiny
and shot their officers, and every European
—man, woman, and child—they could lay
their hands on. More of this hereafter.
I cannot now dwell on the horrible scenes
that ensued ; so will relate briefly the part
more immediately affecting myself.”

Licutenant Burnes then describes the
conduct of the troops, and the position in
which he was placed as one of the Euro-
pean officers, until constrained to leave the
ground as already mentioned ; and he then
proceeds to relate the incidents connected
with his final escape, as follows :—

“ As soon as I had got quite clear of the
tumultuous mass, I went to the house of
Mor. Christian, the commissioner, where all
the remaining people of the station had
assembled. Behind the house flowed a |
small dcep river, and beyond was a jungle
of thick cypress and brushwood : all agreed .
to cross and hide in the jungle; the house
was now being surrounded ; the police were
in the garden, and had occupied a small
temporary bridge across the river, where
they shot a number of men, women, and
children. Some escaped by a ford ; as for
me, I followed in the rear, and came up
with Mrs. Christian, the commissioner’s
wife, struggling to get on with her little
child in her arms (a girl two and a-half
years old), and her husband with her,
carrying a boy about six months old. The
nurse had run away, and the sauve qui peut
feeling seems to have been too strong on
the fugitives for any of them to help her.
I took the child from her arms, and with
the aid of Quartermaster-sergeant Morton,
of my regiment, got it away safe and sound ;
all three escaping unscathed through the
fearful shower of bullets sent after us as
we crossed the river, and hid ourselves in .
the friendly jungle. We went some twenty
miles that day, taking the child by turns:
next day we met Sir M. Jackson, assistant-
commissioner, and his sister, in the jungle;
we went on together, and on the morning :
of the 5th reached Mitawlee, the fort of
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Rajah Toonee Sing, with whom we have
since been. I entered his fort by force,
and claimed protection for the whole party,
which was granted. I have since heard
that Mr. and Mrs. Christian and the little
boy were killed, so my poor little ward is
an orphan; she is a very nice little child.
I send this threugh an officer with whom I
am totally unacquainted ; but we sent in a
French letter by a Brahmin to Cawnpore,

and received an answer from Captain’

Gordou this day, which eulightened us as
to what is going on in India. I could not
eommunbnicate before, or, of course, should
have done so. I lost all I had in the world,
but regret most my poor mother’s jewels.
I thought of them, and tried to go into
my house after leaving the parade ; but the
mutineers were there and fired at me, so I
went off without an article I valued. God
bless you, my father and brothers; write
and tell them about me.

“P.S. T have since heard that Lieu-
tenants Dorin and Snell, commandant and
second in command of my regiment, were
shot near the river.”

Referring to the above calamitous affair,
the Friend of India, of the 2nd of July,
says—*‘ 'There is a long list of brave and
distinguished men missing, and most pro-
bably murdered, to which we dare not
refer. We have thought, at times, that
the worst ought to be told ; but the task is
too painful, and we put it off till a Jater
day: the sense of honour has grown dull,
and the day of vengeance seems far dis-
tant.”

Haxsr* anp Hissar.—Contemporaneous
with the events at Seetapore, the military
stations at Hansi and Hissar, situated about
eighty-seven miles to the north-west of
Delhi, were also the scenes of military
revolt and unprovoked massacre. The
troops at these adjacent stations consisted
of a battalion of the Hurreana light in-
fantry, and the 4th regiment of irregular
cavalry, who appear to have been excited
to mutiny by some troopers that arrived
at Hissar from Delhi; and, after a short
parley, succeeded in persuading the men to
rise and destroy “all the young and old of
English parentage.”” The determination,
once formed, was promptly carried into

® Hansi is a town in the Upper Province, situated
about 87 miles N.N.W. of Delgi, on the Firoze Shah
canal. The place has been occupied as a military
atation, and contains within a brick wall, a fort of
considerable strength, and a good resetvoir: canton-

204

execution ; and, of the whele European
population at the station, only twenty-three
grown persons, and twelve children, es-
caped a violent death at the hands of their
ferocious assailants. One of these, a Dr.
Waghorn, managed to reach Kurnaul, a
distance of about fifty miles, where he gave
an alarm; but there were then no spare
soldiers that could be dispatched to avenge
the butchery.

Details of this calamitous affair are un-
usually meagre, the official notification ex-
tending no further than the following bare
announcement of the fact, that an outbreak
had occurred :—* Hansi and Hissar. The
Hurreana light infantry mutinied ‘ (date
not known.) The officers, civil and mili-
tary, appear to have escaped; some to
Thannesur, and athers to Sirsa.”—Beyond
this imperfect information, the authorities
appear to have known nothing of the cir-
cumstances attending the outbreak, which
was terminated by an indiscriminate mas-
sacre of the European officers and inhabit-
ants, and the departure of the insurgents to
swell the ranks of treason and revolt in
Delhi.

From other sources we are, however,
enabled to collect the following particulars
of the outrage :—For several days prior to
the attack, alarm had been felt by the
inhabitants of Hissar, in consequence of an
unusual number of villagers and Khanjurs
having collected together in the vicinity of
the place; and, as a measure of precaution,
the gates of the city and fort had been kept
closed, and vigilantly guarded. Nothing,
however, occurred to increase the feeling of
disquietude until the afternoon of the
2nd of June, when the servant of one of
the European fumilies rushed into the
npartment in which her master was sitting,
with information that some of the Delhi
sowars were at the gate of the city, holding
conversation with the sentries. A rumour
of their approach was floating about the
place early in the morning; but, as the
gate was closed, and no communication
suffered from the outside, the intelligence
could mot reach the unfortunate persons
within the walls, few of whom escaped the
vengeance of the infuriated rabble.

That the scenes enacted in this place were

ments for the Hurreana light infantry are in the
vieinity of the town, which at one time was con
sidered of importance. Hissar and Sirsa are other
military stations of secondary importance, in the
immediate vicinity of Hansi.
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equal in atrocity to those at Meerut, Delhi,
or any other of the slaughterhouses of the
Bengal sepoys, there is ample proof in the
facts disclosed upon the entry of the force
ot Brigadier Wilson, on its route to Delhi.
It may suffice that here a wholesale massacre
was perpetrated, and that women and chil-
dren were victims to the turbulent ferocity
of an insurgent mob. The following state-
ment by one of the survivors, a gentleman
in the civil service of the company, will
afford some few particulars of an event
which, in other respects, has little record
beyond the agonized memories of the sur-
viving actors in the tragedy. This gentle-
man says—* On the morning of the attack,
Mr. Wedderburn (the collector) went to
his office about ten o’clock ; and about one,
while Mr. Taylor and myself were at chess,
we were startled by a servant rushing in to
say, that some Delhi sowars were outside
the city gate, and that Lieutenant Barwell
had gone down to see what was wrong. I
immediately took up my pistols and went
outside the verandah, calling my wife as I
passed her room. When Mr. Taylor and
myself got into the verandah, we saw two
sowars ride up to the sentry, and after
giving him some instructions, turn round
and dash off. Mr. T. and myself then went
down to the gate, and I passed through the
wicket. I then saw that Mr. Taylor had
no arms, and told him to get his gun. He
was then inside the wicket ; and on turning,
a volley was fired at us, one ball striking
Mr. T. in the hand, another knocking
my hat off. The wicket was immediately
slammed-to by the sentry. On seeing the
wicket closed, I entered the garden outside
the fort, and endeavoured to get into the
house by the garden postern, but found it
locked. The two sowars (Dadree) on sentry
at this gate drew on me; and their com-
rades, who were picketed in the garden,
rushed to the spot. I gave up all hope of
being able to effect my entrance into the
house, where I might have rescued my
wife. I accordingly made for the city wall,
and had to shoot one sowar, which checked
the others for a few minutes, during which
I managed to scramble over the wall and
dropped into the canal, over which I waded
into a tank overgrown with rushes, in which
I lay concealed till 8 p.m., when I struck
through the Bheer for Jhind, which I
reached the day after. I will give Mr.
Taylor’s escape in his own words:—¢I ran
from the gate through a volley of bullets,

and thought I heard you fall close behind
me, as we both turned on hearing the first
shot from the guard-room. The last I saw
of your poor wife was standing at the
railing ; she screamed as she saw a fellow
jump out of the rabbit-house at me with a
sword. I had just time to get into the
house and seize either yours or Barwell’s
sword, and cut the fellow down; and going
to the back of the house to get time to tie
up the wounds on my left hand, from which
there was a stream of blood, the brutes fired
at me again from the top of the office steps,
but a pillar of the verandah saved me. I
was hid for three days in the Bheer, near
Tulwundee ; came to Thannesur in disguise,
reaching the border of Putteeala the first
night ; came on to Umballah and joined the
company of volunteers. Lieutenant Bar-
well entered the garden two minutes after
me, and tried to get in by the garden
gate; he was cut down by the Dadree
sowars. The force in Hissar, at the time of
the outbreak, was two compauies of Hurrea-
nas inside the fort, ninety-six sowars of the
irregular regiment we were raising, picketed
outside the fort, and about eighty Dadree
and Jhujjur sowars, fifty of them being
picketed in the fort garden. There was a
guard at the Tehsel, as also at the Cutcherry.
The treasure (one lac, 70,000 rupees) was in
the magazine of the fort. I heard most of
the particulars of the loot and massacre
from the brutes who came down to bathe,
nbout tweuty yards from where I was con-
cealed. They stated that sowars were out
bunting for those who had escaped, who
were to be brought in to be burnt in the
houses.’ ”’

Notwithstanding their search for victims,
it appears from the subjoined list, that
several persons did succeed in effecting
their escape, and in reaching shelter at
Rawul Pindee, after great difficulties, and
avoiding many dangers.

Persons who escaped from Hansi :—Cap-
tain and Mrs. Stafford and child ; Dr. Scott,
Messrs. Tapsell, Vaughan, and two children ;
Mr. Rich, Mr. Blewitt, sister-in-law, and
two chjldren; Mr. and Mrs. Scarden aud
three children; Mr. and Mrs. Warren and
three children; Mr. Jews; Mr. Hickey;
Mrs. Tapsell, son, and daughter; Quarter-
master-sergeant Mallowe.—The following
persons were seen on the road svme distance
from the cantonments of Hansi, but not
since heard of :—Mr. Skinner; Mr. and Mrs.
Paul and six children; Sergeant-majoy
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Murphy.—The following parties were left
behind in Hansi, and were murdered :—
Mrs. Milne and two children; Sub-con-
ductor Fitzpatrick, wife, and several chil-
dren; Mrs. Mallowe and two children.
—The following escaped from Hissar:—
Dr. Waghorn; Mrs. Daniels and child;
Mr. Hallett, Sergeant Sheills, Mr. Taylor
(arrived at Thannesur.)—The persons who
were in Hissar, and whose fate was for some
time unknown, were:—Mr. Wedderburn,
wife and child; Lieutenant and Mrs. Bar-
well ; Mrs. Hallett; Mr. and Mrs. Jeffries;
Mr. and Mrs. Smith and six children; Mr.
Thompson, and Mr. Daniels.

Of the unfortunate individuals mentioned
in the above list as left in Hansi and
Hissar, the subjoined particulars were col-
lected from some survivors of the party,
who returned to the place with the aveng-
ing army on its way to Delhi. These
persons were able to point out to the
soldiers the several spots on which they
had seen men and women of their acquaint-
ance shot down, or hacked to picces, by
the mutinous soldiers; and to collect relics
of their slaughtered friends. Among other
vestiges of the brutality of the rebels, found
scattered about the place, was the skull of
Mr. Wedderburn, yet exposed upon the
ground where he had been murdered, and
which, being identified, was decently in-
terred. With this also were laid such por-
tions of the remains of his wife and child,
of Mrs. Barwell, and of another lady, as
were removable from the spot, below the
rampart, where they were cast down from
their little room, of which the bloodstained
walls yet testified to the butchery that had
been perpetrated therein. Mrs. Smith,
wife of an assistant in the Cutcherry, took
refuge with her five children among some
thick bushes in the garden of her house.
The gardener knew her retreat, but did not
disclose it, assuring the mutineers who at-
tacked and sacked the house, that his mis-
tress and her family had escaped to the fort ;
but a chowkedar, or policeman, who was
under deep obligations to Mr. Smith for
recent kindness, found out the place where
the wife and children of his benefactor
were concealed, and with his own hand
slaughtered every one. Portions of blood-
stained attire were still clinging to the
bushes when the bones of the victims were
collected and interred. Of Lieutenant Bar-
well’s body no traces were found. It is
scarcely necessary to state, that such of the
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prisoners taken by the European soldiers
on this occasion, as were shown to have
been concerned in the butchery, had no
cause to complain of the delay of justice:
their trial was brief, and the arm of the
““ avenger” did not fail to strike.

A young gentleman, resident at Hissar,
in civil employ, whose wife was one of the
victims of this sanguinary visitation, writes
thus of his loss, and of his sufferings, in
connection with the affair:—

“My dear father and mother,—Through
the mercy of God I have escaped the awful
fate of many of our countrymen out here.
My poor Pheebe has, however, been mur-
dered by these savages. I had heard some

rumours of a rise in Delhi, and left on sick

leave to Hissar, two days before the Delhi
massacre.
and my two sisters were murdered in Delhi,
and my brother-in-law at Hissar. I am
quite sick of everything—my child in No-
vember [he alludes to the untimely death

Mr. Thompson, Mrs. Thompson, -

of his firstborn], and then my poor little

wife: it is very hard. I am laid up with
chronic bronchitis. It was very fearful—
walking one hundred miles without a hat,

in the blazing sun, and having to wade -

through water up to my neck. I trust
I shall get over it; and then what next?
When I was lying concealed in the rushes,
and the sepoys were firing all round
about to see if any one was concealed in the
tank, I made a vow that if I escaped I
would serve my God. You remember my
reference before to my wish to enter holy
orders. Well, I don’t know how it is, but
I feel persuaded that, do what I will, some
day or other I am destined for this mission.

I have often laughed at the way people talk

of being ‘called.’ If ever a man was, I
am. It is no good; do what I will, my
heart and conscience always point the same
way. I shall, as soon as this rebellion is
over, save up, and as soon as I have suffi-
cient to take me home and bring me out
again, I shall come home, and endeavour to
be ordained by Mr. Villiers to go out as a

missionary. I am a beggar now; only two

shirts to my back, and one hundred rupees
sent me by the Lahore relief fund. Ex-
cuse more, as I have not heart to write.
Holt aud Ruth are safe in the fort at
Saugor. God bless you all.”

Another account of the affair states, that

““the massacre at Hissar commenced upon
the arrival of some sowars in green chup-

kuns. These men were no sooner admitted

|
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into the fort, than the company of the
Hurreana light infantry in charge of the
treasure, attacked the Europeans, and com-
menced an indiscriminate slaughter. It
appears that one gentleman alone escaped ;
he was attacked by a chuprassy, but cut
the fellow down, and after hiding in a field
for three days, he eventually succeeded in
reaching Umballah.”

From the deficiency of any connected
detail of the revolt at Hansi and Hissar, it
is probable that many of the circumstances
connected with it will escape motice;

it was attended by excessive cruelty and
indiscriminating vengeance.
AziMeure.—Following the course of
events as closely as possible in chronologi-
cal order, we now come to the outbreak by
the 17th native infantry at Azimgurh, the
capital of a district in the province of
Allahabad, about fifty-six miles north-east

this mutiny and revolt were developed, ap-
pear to have been as follow :—On the morn-
ing of Wednesday, the 3rd of June, an escort
party of fifty troopers of the 13th irregular
cavalry arrived at the station with treasure,
amounting to seven and a-half lacs, from
Goruckpore, en route to Benares, at which
place the presence of her majesty’s 10th

induced the authorities at Azimgurh to
adopt some precautionary measures in re-
spect to the defences of the place, and they
were at this time occupied in throwing

public offices, in case it should be neces-
sary for the safety of the European families
to seek protection from the probable effects

follow any mutinous demounstration on the
part of the native soldiers: the necessary
operations for strengthening the position
had, therefore, been commenced, but were
not yet completed. After the usual halt of
a few hours, the escort with the treasure
resumed the march for Benares about six
in the evening, at which time nothing un-
usual was observed in the conduct of the
men of the 17th regiment, who were then
in the cantonments. The place wore its
accustomed aspect until about nine o’clock,
when extraordinary agitation was apparent
in the native lines, followed by violent
shouts and firing of musketry. It was

then ascertained that the troops had broken
out into open mutiny; and having forcibly
possessed themselves of their weapons, they
had commenced a murderous attack upon
some of their non-commissioned officers,
two of whom, the havildar-major and quar-
termaster-sergeant, were sacrificed to their
fury. The officer on guard at the Cutcherry,
hearing the tumult, and having, as he
believed, a body of trusty men on duty,
ordered them to fall in, and at the same
time directed the golundauzes to get ready
the guns for service. The men at once,
and unanimously, refused to obey orders,
and told the officer they would neither
themselves fire, or allow others to fire upon
their comrades, if the latter came towards
them. At the same time they declared it
was not their intention to injure the officers
or their ladies, unless provoked to do so by
useless opposition ; and that they were all at
liberty to leave the place if they chose to
do so. They further stated, that they re-
quired the guns for the pursuit of the
treasure, which had already got more than
three hours’ start, and which they in-
tended to secure for themselves. Remon-
strance was of course unavailing under the
circumstances; and as the mutineers had
already began to fire the bungalows and
plunder the unfortunate inhabitants, further
stay in the town was merely inviting peril
that could be avoided; and, consequently, |
the officers and their families, with several
European residents belonging to the civil
service (numbering altogether nearly one
hundred persons, including children), sought
safety in flight. During the hasty prepara-
tion for this exodus, some men of the 17th
regiment took Major Burroughes, their com-
manding officer, under their protection, and
escorted him a considerable distance on the
road to Ghazepore, treating him on the
way with their accustomed respect, and at
length leaving him in a position that ensured
his safety. Another party of the mutineers,
with two guns, started off in pursuit of the
treasure, with which they came up; and
after a feeble show of resistance on the part
of the troopers having charge of it, the .
whole party joined, and retraced their way
to Azimgurh.

During their absence the work of destruc-
tion had been rapidly progressing. The
sepoys left behind had occupied themselves
by plundering the treasury and firing the
bungalows of the officers in cantonment;
but upon the arrival of the villagers and
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budmashes of the adjoining district, the
whole town was given up to pillage, and
every inhabitant suspected of favouring the
Europeans was subjected to brutal violence.
The kotwal of the police was one of the
earliest to fall beneath the blows of the
excited rabble, who fired the houses, and
wantonly destroyed the furniture that was
useless to themselves. The prison was
opened, and 800 offenders of various degrees
of crime were let loose to swell the ranks
of the plunderers, who, when there was no
longer private property to “loot,” destroyed
the public gardens and baths, and effectually
dismantled the whole place. The orgies of
the night and following day were brought
to an end amidst a scene of utter and hope-
less desolation.

Of the European families that had happily
escaped before the arrival of the villagers,
a considerable number reached Ghazepore,
a station about forty-four miles south-west
from Azimgurh, on the road to Benares;
while others fled in an opposite direction,
and found an asylum at Goruckpore, about
an equal distance north-east from Azimgurh,
where they remained in safety till removed
under the protection of a military party on
its way to the reoccupation of the deserted
town.

On the departure of the mutineers and
rabble (who, laden with plunder and sated
with mischief, had taken the road to Fyza-
bad, or returned to their homes), a Euro-
pean gentleman named Venables, re-
siding in the vicinity of Azimgurh—near
which he possessed an extensive indigo
plantation, and gave employment to a great
number of people—emerged from the neces-
sary concealment he had sought during the
heat of the tumult; and, gathering a few
of his people whom he could trust, armed
them, and placing himself iu communica-
tion with such of the native authorities as
were capable of action, rendered material
assistance in restoring order, and in re-
claiming the adjoining districts from the
state of anarchy into which they were
thrown by the marauding bauds that prowled
about, plundering and firing wherever they
found property to destroy. In the town
itself, he acted most efficiently in the abh-
sence of the civil officers, who had aban-
doned their post; and by the promptitude
and vigour of his operations, effectually
deterred the evil-disposed from repeating
their visit to the miserable inhabitants.

The mutiny of the 17th regiment does
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not appear to have been occasioned by any
immediate reference to the cartridge ques-
tion, or to the occurrences at Delhi. It is
just possible that, on becoming acquainted
with the disturbed state of the surrounding
districts, and adopting the prevalent idea
that the rule of the ““ Feringhee” was near
its close, a desire to obtain possession of the
seven and a-half lacs might have suggested |
the act of mutiny as the only means by |
which their object could be accomplished ; |

l

and that the murder of the non-commis- |
sioned officers at the cantonments, on the
night of the 8rd of June, was rather a
sudden and unpremeditated consequence of
injudicious, because useless, resistance to
the general will, than of any preconcerted
design on the part of the men. Their
treatment of Major Burroughes, and the |
forbearance shown towards their officers, '
certainly afford some ground for this ex-
tenuatory view of their conduct.

On the other hand, a very opposite con-
clusion must necessarily be arrived at, if we
assume the following detail, which appeared
in the columns of the Calcutta Pheniz, to be
correct. In this statement, the tale of the ‘
mutiny is told without any circumstance of
a palliatory nature ; and the native soldier
of the Bengal army is delineated as ex-
hibiting a wanton ferocity, that is scarcely
surpassed by that of the destructive animals
which infest the jungles and topes of his
native country. The author of the narra.
tive referred to, says :—

“ On the evening of the mutiny a parade
had been ordered for the entire regiment.
It appears that the sepoys had resolved to :
mutiny on this occasion, which they doubt- .
less considered a very favourable one for |
cutting down or shooting their officers.
The hour for parade arrived, and all the
sepoys were on the ground, comporting
themselves as quietly as if nothing was
intended. The men fell in by companies,
and took up their position in line, in the
most orderly and soldierlike mauner. Up
to this time, however, not a single European
officer had come on the parade-ground,
neither had the sergeant-major. The only
European present was the gquartermaster-
sergeant of the regimeut, named Lewis.
The regiment continued silent and in line
for some time, expecting that the officers
would come on the ground. The latter,
however, appear to have had intimation of
what was intended, and to have determined
to remain away. Quartermaster-sergeant




A.p. 1857.] INDIAN

MUTINY. [GORUCKPORE—A CONFLICT.

1.ewis, however, continued to stand his
ground. At length one of the native offi-
cers, the subahdar-major of the regiment,
stepped forward, and salating the quarter-
master-sergeant, asked if the officers were
not coming out to parade. Sergeant Lewis
answered, that he supposed they would
come. The sergeant next broke the line in
columns of compunies at quarter distance.
The movement was executed with great
precision, and without the slightest display
of bad feeling on the part of the native
soldiers. A pause ensued, and the subahdar-
major again stepped forward and asked a
second time if the sahibs were not coming
on parade? The quartermaster-sergeant
answered, that they should have been out
before, but he supposed something had
delayed them. The subahdar then sug-
gested that he should order the ‘officers’
call’ to be sounded. The quartermaster-
sergeant refused to do so; but after another
interval, the subahdar again urged that the
call should be sounded. Sergeant Lewis,
however, again declined to order the call;
but he drew his sword, and, as the only
European present, assumed the command
of the regiment. Some of the sepoys, on
this, began to leave the ranks, but on being
ordered back again, returned to their places.
Sergeant Lewis then spoke to them, or
rather to the company in front of the
column, about the enormity of mutiny;
telling them that they had better dismiss
such thoughts from their heads, as the
result of the mutiny would eventually be,
that they would be all hanged or trans-
Eorted. But by this time the entire corps
ad set up a furious yelling ; and the answer

to the sergeant was—‘ Well, if we are to be
hanged, we’ll have the satisfaction of shoot-
ing you first.” The sepoys now closed round
the solitary European, and several made a
rush at him. Two or three men fired at
the same time, and one man shot him in
the side. The sergeant fell, and lay bleed-
ing on the ground, expecting to be hacked
to pieces by the fiends around him. They, |
however, seemed resolved not to dispatch
him at once, but to regularly torture him'
to death. One sepoy proposed that his feet
and hands should be cut off. Another was
for some more lorrible species of mutila-
tion ; while there were not wanting others
who suggested nailing him hands and feet
to a tree. Some species of horrid death
would Irave assuredly been his lot, but for
aan old native officer, who threw himself on
VOL. I. 2k '

his knees, and begged the sepoys not to
torture him, saying, ¢ He is wounded now,
and if left where he is, he will die there.
Let him die where he lies” This advice
was listened to, and the quartermaster-ser-
geant was allowed to remain where he was.
In this condition he lay all that night, and
for the greater portion of the following day,
when he was removed by a European
officer of the regiment, who took him up,
and placing him in a bungalow, left him
there. From the bungalow, however, he
was subsequently removed by the natives
as a prisoner to the quarter-guard. On
the road to the guard, a chuprassy made
an attempt to kill him with a sword; but
the sergeant shot him with a pistol which
he managed to retain. He was now, how-
ever, deprived of this, his only weapon, and
thrust into the quarter-guard, where he lay
wounded and bloody for days, exposed to
the gibes and jeers of the natives, who
hourly visited the place, for the diabolical
pleasure of abusing the wounded man, and
telling him the horrid torture he would
ultimately be subjected to. In this condition
the sergeant continued until released from
confinement by Mr. Venables.”

Nothing can possibly be more conflicting,
as details of the same occurrence, than the
sources from which the preceding narrative
of incidents connected with the mutiny at
Azimgurh has been derived ; and the total
absence of any official report on the subject,
renders the fact either way uncertain,
although, for the sake of humanity, it must
be hoped, that the most merciful version
may also have been the most correct.

GoRruckPORE.—A small detachment of
the 17th regiment, whose mutinous pro-
ceedings we have just recorded, was sta-
tioned at this place, from which, as before
mentioned, the treasure had been removed
on the 8rd of June. Upon intelligence of
the occurrences at Azimgurh reaching this
station, with a report that two troops of
the 12th irregulars were on the way to
assist the men of the 17th to plunder the
treasury, over which they mounted guard,
the latter were desired to turn their charge

'over to the gaol burkandazes. The sol-

diers, affecting great indignation that their
trustworthiness should be doubted, posi-
tively refused to obey the order of the col-
lector, and threatened to shoot any of his
people who should approach the Cutcherry.
The whole city, already alarmed by the
arrival of somc of the fugitives from Azim-
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gurh, became fearfully excited; aund the
anxiety of the inhabitants was not lessened
by intelligence of an attempt, on the part
of the prisoners at the gaol, to force the
gates and commence the pillage of the
town. The design was, however, rendered
abortive by the decisive conduct of the
guard at the gaol, who killed six and
wounded eleven of the prisoners, and
thereby deterred their companions from
joining in the effort to escape. Beyond the
first act of insubordination, the men of the
17th regiment did not commit themselves;
and after some five or six days of intense
anxiety, the inhabitants were relieved from
any apprehension of a military revolt. The
sepoys allowed the collector to open the
cash chest, and remove sufficient for current
expenses, but refused to surrender charge
of the whole until relieved from their re-
sponsibility by military authority. These
men continued faithful until after their
removal from the station.

Whatever may have been the charac-
teristics of English rule in India previous
to the outbreak of this general revolt, it is
quite clear that no measures of undue
severity were adopted until all prudent en-
deavours to restore order by conciliatory
means had proved unavailing. The dis-
suasive appeals and lenient proclamations of
Mr. Colvin. the lieutenant-governor of the
North-West Provinces, have already been
noticed* as ineffectual for the accomplish-
ment of the humane objects contemplated
by their author; but even yet, after fire and
sword had ravaged the plains and desolated
many of the cities of Hindostan, efforts were
still made, as well by the government itself
as by its commissiouers, to recall the Bengal
army to a proper sense of its duty, and to
keep open the doors of reconciliation and
forgiveness to all who might be disposed to
seek it. Among other proofs of the exist-
ence of this feeling, we may instance the
following address of the chief commissioner
of the Punjab, promulgated among the
Hindostani soldiers of the Bengal army in
the early days of June :—

“Sepoys!—You will have heard that many
sepoys and sowars of the Bengal army have
proved faithless to their salt at Meerut, at
Delhi, and at Ferozepore. Many at the
latter place have been already punished.
An army has been assembled, and is now
close to Delhi, prepared to punish the mu-
* Sece ante, pp. 120—137.
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tineers and insurgents who have collected
there. Sepoys! I warn and advise you o
prove faithful to your salt—faithful to the
government who has given your forefathers
and you service for the last hundred years
—faithful to that government who, both in
cantonments and in the field, has been
careful for your welfare and interests; and
who, in your old age, has given you the
means of living comfortably in your homes.
Those who have studied history know well,
that no army has ever been more kindly
treated than that of India. Those regiments
which vow remain faithful, will receive the
rewards due to their constancy. Those
who fall away now will lose their service for
ever. It will be too late to lament hereafter,
when the time has passed by; now is the
opportunity of proving your loyalty and
good faith. The British government will
never want for native soldiers. In a month
it might raise 50,000 in the Punjab aloue.
If the ‘Poorbeah’ sepoy neglect the pre-
sent day, it will never return. There is
ample force in the Punjab to crush all mu-
tineers. The chiefs and the people are loyal
and obedient, and the latter only long to
take your place in the army: all will unite
to crush them. Moreover, the sepoy can
have no conception of the power of England.
Already, from every quarter, English soldiers
are pouring into India. You know well
enough that the British government have
never interfered with your religion. Those
who tell you the contrary, say it for their
own base purposes. The Hindoo temple
aud the Mohammedan mosque have both
been respected by the English government.
It was but the other day that the Jumma
mosque of Lahore, which had cost lacs of
rupees, and which the Sikhs had converted
into a magazine, was restored to the Mo-
hammedans. Sepoys | my advice is, that you
obey your officers; seize all those among
ourselves who endeavour to mislead you.
et not a few bad men be the cause of your
disgrace. If you have the will you can
easily do this, and government will counsider
it as a test of your fidelity. Prove by your
conduct that the loyalty of the sepoy of
Hindostan has not degenerated from that
of his ancestors. JouN LAwRENCE.”

Following out the principle on which
the above address was based, Sir John
Lawrence, in the subjoined telegraphic com-
munication to the governor-general, recom-
mends the discharge of such men of the
regular native infantry as might desire ir:




A.p. 1857.] INDIAN MUTINY. [PANIC AT NEEMUCH.

and after noting that the state of Pesha-
wur was rather critical at that moment, he
proceeds thus:—

“I suggest, that such men of the regular
native infantry who desire it, may be paid
up and discharged. We shall get rid of
the bad, and the good will remain. At
present the former are a source of danger.
We are crippled in order to guard agrinst
them: should they break out, the irregular
Hindostani cavalry will not act against
them. When disbanded, they can do no
harm, and we can hold the country securely
without them—certainly more securely with-
out them. This proposal not to include
mutineers. Punjabee troops behaving fa-
mously.”

Vain was the attempt to pour oil upon
the troubled waters of Hindoo disaffection ;
futile the effort to hold forth the olive-
branch of peace to the excitable and im-
pulsive races, whom it was desired to con-
ciliate rather than to crush. The fires of
rebellion were now smouldering, or hursting
forth in every direction, and the eye vainly
sought repose from the lurid glare of its
wide-spread conflagration. While the pen
yet traced the bloodstained record of the
mutinies at Hansi—at Seetapore—at Azim-
gurh—crimes of equal enormity, in other
directions, were surging up on the memory,
and crowding the already overcharged
tablets on which they were too vividly in-
scribed,

At Neemuch—a cantonment 155 miles
north-west of Mhow, and situated between
Malwa and Newar, on the frontier of Raj-
pootana—the hydra of revolt raised one of
its fearful heads also on the 8rd of June,
under circumstances of extraordinary in-
terest. The station had been for some time
denuded of its proper garrison of Bombay
troops, whose place had been supplied by the
72ud Bengal native infantry, the 4th troop
1st battalion horse artillery from Agra, and
a wing of the Bengal light cavalry from
Mhow. The elements of mischief were
therefore concentrated in dangerous abun-
dance ; and the effect of the arrangement
may be traced in the following details.

The massacres at Meerut and at Delhi
were known at Neemuch very soon after
their occurrence ; and with the natural re-
liance upon the resources and energies of
the government, the inhabitants of that
place were looking anxiously for the news
that should announce the restoration of the
Monghol capital to its British rulers. Day

by day, the excitement produced by unsatis-
fied expectation and feverish anxiety grew
more oppressive; yet the desired intelligence
came not. During the feast of the Eed,
the Mussulmans congregated in formidable
numbers, and the whole week passed in
disquietude, the people of the bazaars
leaving the town in shoals, and every
species of carriage being engaged in con-
veying the timid inhabitants to the shelter
of the adjoining villages, for safety from
some anticipated but yet undefined danger.
All sorts of reports were in circulation ;
and the panic was complete, notwithstanding
the efforts of Brigadier Abbott and Captain
Lloyd, in command of the troops, to re-
store confidence. An unusual and offen-
sive demeanour by the sepoys, whose man-
ners had suddenly changed from a respect
bordering upon servility, to that of bold,
saucy indifference, too plainly showed that
the cords of discipline had become relaxed,
and that the influence of the officers over
their men had been dangerously shaken.
Thus matters had continued for some days,
when at length the expected crisis was
precipitated by some mischievous fellows
declaring aloud in the bazaar, that the
Ghoré log—i.e., European soldiers—were
coming to attack them. The report oc-
casioned a rush of people into the can-
tonments; and the sepoys, in wild excite-
ment, tore open the bells of arms, and
took possession of their weapons and am-
muunition, Colonel Abbott repaired as
quickly as possible to the lines of the 72nd
(his own regiment), hoping by his presence,
and the influence he then possessed over
his men, to avert the impending catastrophe.
Fortunately he reached the lines before a
shot had been fired, and for the moment suc-
ceeded in calming the excitement of the
troops. At this moment, some sepoys of the
7th regiment of the Gwalior coutingent,
then stationed in the fort, manned the
ramparts, and the sowars of the.light
cavalry prepared to mount at the command
of a leader they had themselves chosen.
The terror of the natives in the bazaar had
now become excessive; and a report that a
mutinous outbreak would occur at midnight,
did not serve to allay it. On the night of
the 30th of May, it was arranged by Colonel
Abbott, that the officers of each corps should
occupy tents in their respective lines among
the men, himself saying to the 720d—“You
are 8o foolish and childlike in believing every
absurd report, that I must tre;'l; lyou as my
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children, and come and live among you.”
This precaution probably restrained the
troops from breaking out that night, as the
several corps had no time or opportunity to
effect a useful combination for their pur-
poses under the eyes of their officers; while
the gallant conduct of the colonel, in un-
reservedly placing himself in the hands of
his men, had for the moment a beneficial
effect upon their temper. Some of the
native officers entreated of him to have a
sentry over his tent; but in the generous
confidence of his brave heart, he answered,
“T want none; I am among my own men,
and I have already a thousamd guards. I
don’t doubt a single man.” This reliance
upon their fidelity visibly affected the men ;
but evil influences were at work among
them, and their better feelings speedily
vanished. On Sunday morning, the 31st
of May, service was performed as usual
in the little church of the garrison; and
there were many who offered up prayers
for safety, with a presentiment that it
would be the last time the congregation
there assembled would meet together in an
earthly temple. The day passed gloomily ;
a heavy feeling seemed to oppress every
heart, and to check every effort that would
divert the miad from a thought of im-

nding danger. Shortly before midnight
the dik arrived, and letters announced the
outbreak at Nusseerabad and other places.
On Monday, June 1st, the excitement con-
tinued; the bazaar was almost deserted,
and deathlike stillness cast a chill upon
the senses. Towards night the golun-
dauzes, on the pretext that the other troops
were abont to attack them, tumultuously
demanded to have the waggons stored with
ammunition ; but Lieutenant Walker, their
commander, succeeded in prevailing upon
them to refrain from their purpose until he
had reported their desire to Colonel Abbott ;
who, as a last resource, assembled the native
officers and harangued them; and, after a
long 2onference, the pundits were called in,
and a solemn swearing by the officers, to
exert their best influence with the men,
took place; the colounel likewise solemnly
affirming, that the government had no in-
tention to force the cartridges upon, or to
interfere with, the religious prejudices of
any sepoy. It should be observed, that the
objectionable cartridges had never been
issued to the troops at Neemuch ; so that,
in fact, no real grievance could have been
felt upon that score. Tuesday passed over
212

without additional cause for uneasiness;
and a few people returned to their usual
occupation in the bazaar, and remained
until the evening of the following day,
when a panic again seized them, and they
fled from the gathering storm. Three com-
panies of the 7th infantry (Gwalior con-
tingent) were at this time quartered in the
fort, under the command of Captain Mac-
donald ; the remaining five companies being
stationed in a vacant hospital, about a
quarter of a mile distant. The whole of
Wednesday had passed quietly until towards
nightfall, when the bazaar people again
began to exhibit alarm and desert the
place; no movement was, however, ob-
served among the troops, and it was hoped
that the apprehensions of the people were
groundless. Matters continued thus until
shortly after eleven o’clock, when the quiet
of the night was disturbed by the report
of a gun from the artillery lines—speedily
followed by a second. This had been
evidently a preconcerted signal for the
commencement of the outbreak, and in an
incredibly short time the bungalows were
in flames in every direction. Lieutenaunt
Gurdon, who was with the left wing of the
7th Gwalior regiment at the hospital, on
hearing the guns, immediately turned out
his men, and, with Lieutenant Rose,
marched with them to join the companies
in the fort. On the way, the latter officer
had a narrow escape from the shot of one
of the sepoys aimed at him, but fortu-
nately incorrectly. Upon the arrival of
the party at the fort, the whole of the men
were placed along the ramparts, and ammu-
nition having been served out to them,
they were commanded to load, and obeyed
orders with apparent cheerfulness, loudly
and unanimously swearing to defend the
place with their lives. This had scarcely
been effected, when the 72nd native infantry,
with the Bengal cavalry and artillery, in a
state of tumultnous disorder, approached the
fort from the cantonments, passing in their
way the residence of the political ageut,
about 300 yards’ distant, when two more
guns were fired—the signal, apparently, for
the Gwalior troops to commence operations,
which they immediately obeyed. Ensign
Daveunport, the officer in charge of the
gate, was overpowered ; and, in defiance of
his orders, the gate was opened, and him-
self and the other European officers were
desired to leave the place. Remonstrance
was useless; and upon the ensign hesitating
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to leave without the colours of the regi-
ment, he was informed, that if himself and
his companions were not immediately off,
they would be murdered by the sowars,
who were then almost within view of the
gate. These officers, fortunately, availed
themselves of the opportunity, and escaped.
Not so, however, many of the European
residents, who fell a sacrifice to the savage
fury of the mutinous soldiers, who, having
joined at once, proceeded to liberate the
prisoners confined in the gaol, and then
commenced firing and pillaging the town,
and murdering the obnoxious Europeans,
without regard to sex or age. Fires were
raging in all directions, and the streets
were strewn with valuable furniture, glass,
books, musical instruments, and whatever
else could be found belonging to the Euro-
pean or Christian inhabitants of the place,
who were themselves shot down, or hacked
to pieces without mercy. The demoniac
fury of the insurgents may be conceived
from their treatment of the family of one of
the European sergeants of artillery. This
man, expecting to be on duty with the guns
at the moment of the outbreak, if it should
occur, had sought to ensure the protection
of his wife and three children by barri-
cading his house; and the wife, with a
courage that should have been rewarded by
a better fate, upon the approach of the
rioters, shot one of the most active while
attempting to force an entrance. This
occurrence, probably, exasperated his com-
rades, who instantly forced an entrance,
and butchered the unfortunate woman,
whose dying agonies were increased by the
fiendlike cruelties perpetrated upon her
three children, who, despite their cries and
tears, were crushed into a box, and thrown
into the flames kindled for the destruction
of the house, and in which both mother
and children were consumed. The Moham-
medans belouging to the artillery and
eavalry were, throughout this affair, the
most bloodthirsty and cruel; and the chief
part of the outrages perpetrated were justly
attributable to them, while their ferocity
was equalled by their treachery. A Mo-
hammedan subahdar, of the ?éud native
infantry, persuaded the colonel and officers
of the regiment, with their families, to take
shelter in his house; but they had no
sooner accepted his offer of protection, and
placed themselves under his roof, than he
fastened the doors upon them on the out-
side, and sent for the gums, intending to

blow them to atoms. Happily for the
entrapped prisoners, a Hindoo sepoy, who
had remained loyal to his officers, over-
heard the project of the traitor, and break-
ing open the door, warned the officers of
their danger in time for them to make
their escape. Throughout the whole station
only one bungalow was left standing; and
the rebellious sepoys having sated them.
selves with the gestruction of the place,
quitted the scene of havoe, and proceeded
to join their faithless comrades at Delhi.

The following official report of this affair,
was transmitted by the superintendent at
Neemuch to the agent to the governor-
general at Rajpootana, dated ‘‘Neemuch,
June 16th, 1857 :”—

“I have the honour to submit a report
upon the events preceding and subsequent
to the late mutiny of the troops stationed
at Neemuch, as per margin* which has
already been demi-officially notified to you.
My daily demi-official communications will
have acquainted you with the state of
feeling which pervaded the troops after the
occurrences at Meerut and Delhi became
known; but, until the outbreak of the
troops stationed at Nusseerabad, the best
hopes were entertained that those here
would be restrained from following in the
tide of rebellion. Every effort was made to
preserve the confidence of the men, and to.
make that of the officers in them apparent.
Colonel Abbott slept every night in a tent
in the lines of his regiment, without a guard
or sentry; and latterly all officers did the
same, even with their families. One wing
of the 7th regiment, Gwalior contingent,
held the fortified square and treasury, and
the pther wing was encamped close to, but
outside, the walls. Captain Macdonald,
commanding the corps, resided entirely in
the fort, for the purpose of better observing
and controlling his regiment. Although it
is not for me to commeut on the actions of
commanding officers, I cannot refrain from
expressing my admiration of the firm and
conciliating conduct of all officers in com-
mand of corps and detachments throughout
this trying period, and especially of the tact
and calm judgment exercised by Colouel P.
Abbott,” 72nd regiment native infantry,
commanding the station, by whose manage-
ment the outbreak was, without doubt, de-
layed hy many days.-

® 4th troop, 1st brigade, horse artillery; two
troops 1st light cavalry; 72nd regiment native in-

fantry ; 7th regiment Gwalior contingent. -
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“On the morning of the 2nd instant,
Colonel Abbott infuormed me, in his own
regimental lines, that from the occurrences
of the previous night, and from information
he had received, he was of opinion that the
outbreak could not be delayed more than a
few hours. I left him to secure a few of my
most valuable records, and endeavour to
ensure a line of retreat for fugitives by
the Odeypoor-road, by means of a detach-
ment of police sowars. Meanwhile, Colonel
Abbott undertook to assemble all the native
officers of the force, and endeavour to bring
them to a sense of their duty, and to re-
move the distrust in each other which,
there was reason to believe, was one cause
of the prevailing excitement. After some
discussion, all took oaths on the Koran and
Ganges water, that they now trusted each
other, and would remain true to their salt.
The commauding officer was requested to
swear to his confidence in their faithful in-
tentions, and did so, when the meeting
broke up, all appareutly being satisfied and
loyally inclined. All continued quiet up to
the evening of the 3rd, when some excite-
ment was again apparently arising, as it
was said, from a rumour of the approach of
troops to the station. It is necessary to
mention here, that for many precediug
days the utmost panic had prevailed in the
Suddur Bazaar, and great numbers of per-
sons had removed with their property. The
wildest reports were constantly set afloat by
designing persouns to increase the distrust,
and the commonest occurrences were dis-
torted into phantoms of evil intended against
the troops. The move of the Kotah force
under Major Burton, for the protection of
Jawud, had been determined upon in con-
sultation with Colonel Abbott, commanding
the station. The troops of Neemugch had
been told of the intended move some days
before, and assured that no part of the
force was intended to approach Neemuch.
Kotah troops were ordered to Jawud, in
view to preserving the peace in the district,
and protecting the town from marauders.
] believe there is no reason whatever to
spppose that this movemant precipitated the
crisis, while subsequent events have proved
it to have been a most fortunate and happy
pne for the interests of government.

“On the night of the 3rd, symptoms of
yiolence were shown by the artillery, and
Lieutenant Walker could only restrain them
for about two hours, when some of them
rushed to the guns, and, Joading them, fired
214

two off, evidently as a preconcerted signal.
Upon this the cavalry rushed to join them,
and, shortly afterwards, the 72nd broke
from their lines also. The wing of the 7th
regiment, Gwalior contingent, eneamped
outside the fort, had been marched inside
by Captain Macdonald on the report of the
signal-guns, and every preparation for de-
fence made. To provide for this emergency,
I had furnished Captain Macdonald with a
written promise, on the part of government,
of rewards ta the following amount in case
of a successful defence of the fort and trea-
sury, but to be used only in case of an out-
break :—To each sepoy, 100 rupees ; to each
naik, 800; to each havildar, 500. Native
commissioned officers to be rewarded in
proportion, at the discretion of government ;
and a special reward of 5,000 rupees to be
given to the senior native officer, or to the
one who most distinguished himself in the
defence and preserving the loyalty of the
regiment. The promise was duly promul-
gated on the outbreak occurring ; but, after
holding firm for some time, the gates were
ardered, by a subalidar named Hecra Sing,
to be opened, and the officers were told to
save themselves, and eventually escorted to
a place of comparative safety. Captain
Macdonald and his officers remaiuned in the
fort to the very last, and only left it on the
gates being forcibly opened, and their lives
in the greatest danger, with no hope of
being of the least uge.

“1 was roused on the report of the two
signal-guns, and was quickly on horseback. I
sroceeded to rouse my assistant, Lieutenant

itchie, and Assistant-surgeon Cotes, who
resided in the next bungalow. While there,
Licutenant Barnes, artillery, galloped up,
begging us to aid in bringing away Mrs.
Walker and child, whose carriage had
been fired at four or five times by mounted
troopers. We immediately hastened to
assist, and succeeded in getting out of the
station upon the Odeypoor-road, and by
this time fires were appearing in all direc-
tions. Having secn the party safe to the
village of Daroo, Lieutenant l{itchie and 1
returned towards cantunments, in the hope
of assisting fugitives. We met the officers
of the 1st cavalry, but no others, and, after
hovering about the burning station till day-
light, we set out for Daroo.”

A note from Moorum, a small town about
cighteen miles east of Neemuch, dated the
6th of June, stated, that “all the officers
of the 72nd, with their wives and children,
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are safe and well; likewise Dr. and
Mrs. Hockin, Captain and Mrs. Laurie,
and Lieutenant Williams, of the 21st regi-
meunt. Captain Lloyd and Lieutenant
Rithie have also escaped. We hear that
all tue officers of the 7th regiment (Gwa-
lior contingent) have also escaped; but
the fate of the four officers of the 1st
Bengal cavalry, and two officers of the
Bengal artillery, is too melancholy to think
of. We have two sergeants with us, Taylor
and Horne. We are en roufe to Neemuch,
with some Kotah troops under the com-
mand of Major Burton, and expect to be
at Neemuch on the 8th. We hear that
there is only ome bungalow standing at
Neemuch.”

The subjoined narrative of Ensign Daven.-
port, belonging to the 12th regiment of
Bombay native infantry, who happened to
be at Neemuch at this juncture, thus de-
scribes the circumstances attending the com-
mencement of the outbreak, in a letter from
Odeypoor :—

“Ahout a week before the mutiny I
voluunteered to do duty with the Guwalior
contingent (7th infantry.) I was ordered
to take up my quarters in the fort, where
Macdonald and I remained day and night
with the right wing (three companies.)
The left wing (five companies) was quar-
tered in a vacant hospital, some quarter of
a mile distant from the fort. On the
night of the 3rd, Macdonald and I lay
down in our clothes, but not to sleep, as
we had reason to suspect that all was
not right. At half-past 11 p.M., we were
aroused by the report of a gun, which in a
few minutes was followed by another. This
was the signal for the row to commence;
and many moments had not passed when
we saw our houses blazing all round. Lieu-
tenant Gurdon, who was at the hospital
with the left wing, under the command of
Lieutenant Rose, also at the hospital, was
aroused by a subahdar telling him that
guns had been fired, and the disturbance
commenced. Lieutenant Rose and he got
the men out of the hospital, and marched
them to join us in the fort. A shot was
fired on the way to the fort (it was said by
a sepoy) at Lieutenant Rose. When they
had joined us, we placed the men along the
ramparts, served out ammunition to them,
and ordered them to load. They obeyed
all our orders with apparent cheerfulness;
and one and all swore to defend the place
with their lives. I was pliced to defend

the gate, with a subahdar of nearly fifty
years’ service, two European sergeants, and
twenty picked men. We remained in the
most anxious state of suspense for nearly
four hours, during which time we saw
cavalry men riding about and thrusting
lighted torches, placed at the end of long
poles, into the thatch of the bungalows,
when we heard the 72nd Bengal native
infantry, the Bengal cavalry, and artillery
approaching. Just as they passed the
political agent’s house, about 200 or 300
yards from the fort, two more guns were
fired. This was the signal for the Gwalior
men to be up and doing. Imimediately on
these guns being fired, my old hero of fifty
years’ standing ordered his picked and brave
men to lower the gate, which I did my best
to prevent; and for my pains received a
gentle intimation, that if I did not hold my
tongue and be quiet, I should be treated to
a little cold steel in the shape of a dogen or
so of bayonets. I then asked them to let
me go and report progress to the major:
this they granted. I made my report;
after which Macdonald, Rose, Gurdon, and
myself went among the men, who were
assembled in the courtyard fixing bayonets.
Macdonald addressed the men to no pur-
pose. We then tried to take away the
colours, but this they would not permit,
They then took us outside the gate and told
us to go; and on our hesitating, said if the
Bengal infantry, cavalry, and artillery saw
us we should be murdered, and that they
could not, and would not, try to save us,
We theh went away. Macdonald and my-
self, having lost our horses, had to walk to
Baree beyond Duno, about thirteen miles
from Neemuch, where we met several others
in the same plight as ourselves. We had
not been there long before the villagers in
affright—it having been reported that the
cavalry was after us—told us to take our-
selves elsewhere. We started from Baree
about 1 ».M. on June 4th, and after three
hours’ march under a broiling sun, reached
Chota Sadree. Here we got a little to eat
and drink, and were joined by a large
number of women and children. After
about two hours’ stfly at this place we were
sent away, our party now consisting of about
fifteen men, six women, and ten children.
We travelled all night, getting to Burra
Sadree at 6 a.m. of the 5th of June.
We got nothing to eat till two o’clock ;
and after-partaking of some kind of stew,
got on our legs again, the villagers having
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served us with notice to quit. We made a
place called Doogla before nightfall, and
established ourselves in a mud fort only
forty yards square, within which we had a
menagerie of men, women, children, bul-
locks, horses, and camels, and vermin of
every description. On the fourth day of
my residence there I was attacked by
cholera. My recovery was almost a miracle.
On the 9th, Showers, having procured an
escort from the Rana of Odeypoor, joined
us. Our party now broke up, Showers
going in pursuit of the mutineers with the
greater number of officers. I was too
unwell to go with them, so I accompanied
the party to Odeypoor, which consisted of
all the women and children, and the fol-
lowing officers :—Walker, Bengal artillery ;
Lieutenant Rose and Ensign Davenport,
Bombay infantry; Lieutenant Gurdon,
Bengal infantry; and Drs. Clarke, Cotes,
and Gane. On our arrival at Odeypoor
on the 12th of June, the Rana gave up one
of his winter palaces to us, and we lived
there till the 22nd, receiving every kindness
and attention from his majesty. On the
22nd, the women and children, Lieutenant
‘Walker, Drs. Clarke and Cotes, started for
Mount Aboo ; Lieutenant Gurdon, Ensign
Daveuport, and Dr. Gane went the same
day with Dr. Annesley, with an escort
furnished by the Rana, and arrived at Kair-
warrah in safety on the 24th of June.”

The occurrences immediately subsequent
to the outhreak, are described by an officer
of the 72nd regiment, thus :—“ At half-past
11 ».u. of the 3rd, my servant rushed 1into
oy room, and bade me dress quickly, a
signal-gun of the artillery having been fired.
I dressed quickly, and found Ritchie like-
wise ready; our ponies were saddled, and
presently Lloyd came over on horseback,
followed by eight or ten sowars. No time
was to be lost, as it was said the sowars had
sworn on the sacred water to kill every
European they met. Shortly after starting
I missed my companions, and struck out
for Sadree—a walled town, ten miles distant.
As I was walking along I met the sergeant-
major of the cavalry, who, being a great
favourite with most of his men, was allowed
to escape, and had his horse and pistols
given him before the firing of the signal-
gun. He accompanied me, and so did two
servants on a camel. 1 had no mishap,
through God’s mercy, save the loss of the
last 100 rupees I possessed, by the camel-

driver, instead of coming into Sadree, break-
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ing the rope ; the camel running away, and,
of course, the driver after it; so that I was
horseless and penniless. We paused frim
time to time to watch the blazing of the
numerous bungalows. The destruction of
property is immense, and must be the utter
ruin of many. I learned from the Gwalior
officers, who joined us at Sadree during the
day, after having been hunted from village
to village by the bloodhound cavalry, that,
at two o’clock, at a signal from the artillery,
one of the chief subahdars ordered the draw-
bridge of the fort to be lowered ; and, in
spite of every entreaty that could be used,
forced away the officers, while the regiment
marched out to join the mutineers
in the cantonments, with their colours un-
furled. They had the generosity, however,
to aid their officers in escaping, and cau-
tioned them against the cavalry. I will not
attempt to describe our separation at Sadree,
that we might not compromise the safety of
the whole party; and our march to this
place (Odeypoor), without food, tents, or
supplies ; the natives ready to strip us—
death and starvation dogging us at every
step. The faintest picture of our suffering
would fail to be realised by an English mind
ignorant of this country and its people. I
can hardly finish this letter from exhaustion.
The political agent has placed us under the
protection of the Rana, who has us in his
winter palace, and paid us the unusual com-
pliment of a visit yesterday morning. He
has sent clothes to cover the naked. For-
tunately no one died, though we had cholera
on the road.”

A letter from Dr. Murray, attached to
the 72nd native infantry, says—* The night
of the 3rd was one of the loveliest I have
ever seen. The moon shone bright and
clear, and not a cloud was seen throughout
the whole expanse of heaven. About eleven
o’clock I had my bed brought outside, as
usual, where the sentry was pacing up and
down, and lay down in my clothes, haviug
merely changed my coat for a dressing-
gown. I had not been half-an-hour on my
bed when two guns were fired, at intervals
of a few seconds, by Walker’s battery : this
was evidently a preconcerted signal, for im-
mediately after several shots were fired in
the direction of the cavalry lines, and bun-
galow after bungalow was set on fire. 1
assembled my night-guard at once, and
wanted them to accompany me to Captain
Laurie’s house, where I expected to find
some ladies, whom 1 intended to escort
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towards the fort or fortified square. The
naik (or corporal) said there was no use
in going, that we should be killed by the
cavalry, and strongly advised me to retire.
I was going over myself, when I saw the
naik of Captain Macdonald’s guard running
towards me; he was in a great state of ex-
citement, and, taking hold of me by the
arm, begged me not to go that way; the
mem log (ladies), he said, had all fled, and
the place was now filled by the mutineers.
I saw some natives running about wildly,
and presently several shots were fired not
far from where I was standing. ¢ Chullo
sahib, golee chuite’ (‘ Come along, sir, the
balls are flying about’), said the naik, who
now entreated me to leave the place, or I
should be killed. Seeing that the affair had
at last become serious, I desired my syce
(or groom) to saddle my horse and bring
him over to the fort. The naik said, ‘ For
God’s sake, sahib, don’t go to the fort—fly
at once into the country.” I asked him
what he meant. He answered, ¢All the
fighting will take place in the fort.” ¢All
right, I said, ‘I am going to fight too.
Upon this he insisted on going with me,
and called out to two sepoys of the guard to
follow.

“I arrived at the fort just as the left
wing, under Lieutenant Rose, was entering ;
the right wing, under Captain Macdonald,
had already lined the ramparts and bastions,
and presented a somewhat formidable ap-
pearance. The whole regiment being now
inside, the gate was ordered to.be shut, the
drawbridge taken up, and a strong party,
under Lieutenants Gurdon and Davenport,
was planted to guard the entrance. I went
on the ramparts, where I found Captain
Macdonald encouraging the men, and telling
them that the artillery could do them no
harm, as they had no shells. Lieutenant
Rose was also on the ramparts, doing his
best to encourage the men. I was sorry to
learn from him that he had been fired at by
a sepoy of the regiment immediately after
he had given the order for the left wing to
march to the fort. I looked upon this as a
bad sign, for I had all along felt confident
that the greater part of the regiment would
stand by us. The fact of their not attempt-
ing to seize the mutineer who fired at Lieu-
tenant Rose shook my faith in them very
much.

“ Shortly after we were all in the fort,
and while the work of destruction was being

other regiments composing the force—troop
of horse artillery, wing of 1st light cavalry,
and 72nd regiment of native infantry—
Captain Macdonald got out the colours of
the 7th, carried them himself along the
rampart, and unfurling them on the right
front bastion, called on the men to protect
them. This they declared they would do.

“From time to time I walked along
the ramparts, talking to the sepoys and
encouraging them to hold out. I explained
to many of them the high reward. that Cap-
tain Lloyd, superintendent of Neemuch,
had guaranteed to every individual among
them who assisted in protecting the treasure
and fort; and that, if they behaved well,
and remained ‘true to their salt,’ the gov-
ernment would certainly reward them
handsomely. Several of the men assured
me, they would die rather than surrender:
others said, they would hold out against
infantry and cavalry; but if artillery at-
tacked them, they would he obliged to give
in. It was a magnificent but lamentable
sight that presented itself to our view as we
stood for nearly three hours on the ram-
parts, expecting an attack every moment.
Upwards of forty bungalows and innu.
merable haystacks were blazing away before
us, the flames shooting high up in the air,
brightening the whole cantonment and fort,
and throwing a lurid glare round the coun-
try for miles.

“ About a quarter to three a.u. four men
of the grenadier company came up to me
and said, ¢ Doctor sahib, it is no use holding
out any longer; we are not now under the
orders of the major; we are commanded by
Pirthee Sing, subahdar of the grenadier
company. If you don’t believe us,’ they
continued, ‘ come and see for yourself” I
went with them to the left rear bastion,
where I found a large body of the regiment
(at least 150), and Pirthee Sing at their
head. One of the sepoys said to him, ¢ The
doctor sahib has come.” He had just then
been addressing some of the men, and
turning round to me, said, ¢ You had better
all leave the fort before it be too late.
Another sepoy, standing close by, said
aloud, ¢ We are now under Pirthee Sing’s
orders.” I went back to report the cir-
cumstance to Captain Macdonald, but mcet-
ing Lieutenant Rose (second in command),
I reported it to him. He said, ‘It was a
bad business, and he would go at once and
tell Macdonald.” A few minutes after, the

carried on outside by the mutineers of the | artillery commenced firing again, and hear-
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ing a row at the gate, I hastened down,
and found that the party under Lieutenants
Gurdon and Davenport had mutinied, and
were forcing their way through the gate.
Captain Macdonald, Lieutenants Rose, Gur-
don, Davenport, and myself, with Sergeants
Nesbitt and Lane, tried all we could to
prevent their leaving, but to no purpose;
most of the men had their bayonets fixed ;
and presently the whole regiment, nearly
700 strong, left the ramparts and bastions,
and slowly but steadily forced their way
out of the fort. We (the officers) were
taken on by the tide, and got separated in
the crowd. Two sepoys of the grenadier
company, who were with me all the time,
insisted on my going away before the cav-
alry came down upon us. They said, ¢ Your
lives are safe among your own men, but we
cannot answer for the artillery and cavalry.’
Seeing it would be madness to remain any
longer, I and Dr. Gane left them.

“Just as the day began to dawn, we
arrived at a village, which we afterwards
found to be Kussaunda. Although we had
not walked above five miles, yet, the ground
being heavy, we were quite tired, and half
dead with thirst. We knocked up one of
the villagers, an old man, and asked him for
some water. He immediately brought us to
a well, where there was a cistern quite full ;
and we both sat down, and had a regular
libation. I verily believe our guide thought
we would never leave off drinking. T gave
him a rupee (2s.),which pleased him mightily,
and asked him to show us the head man of
the village. This he did at once. We
found him in a small fort, surrounded by
some half-dozen men. I told him we
wished to rest there for an hour or so, and
asked him if we could do so. He said,
¢ Most certainly,” and received us with great
civility, had a place cleared for us imme-
diately in his own house, and begged we
would make ourselves comfortable. He
sent for milk, chupatties, dall, rice, and
mangoes, and entreated us to eat. After
partaking of some refreshment, we lay
down and had a nap. We were not des-
tined, however, to remain long at rest.
About 9 a.m., a party of the lst light
cavalry, who were scouring the country,
arrived at Kussaunda, and insisted on
having the sahibs out, in order that they
might saf kuro them (polish them off;
kill them.) ¢ Mar dalo Feringhee’ (kill the
Europeans) was their cry. Dr. Gane and 1
would have stood no chance against these
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scoundrels; and we were indebted for our
lives to the gallant conduct of the Rajpoots
of the village, who swore they would stand
by us to the last. They said, ¢ You have
eaten with us, and are our guests; and
now, if you were our greatest enemy, we
would defend you’ They put us in a small
dilapidated shed on one of the bastions,
and when the troopers demanded us, de-
clared we were not there. After much
altercation, the troopers threatened to at-
tack the village if we were not given up.
The Rajpoots warned them to be careful.
They said, ¢ Kussaunca belongs to the rana
(the rana of Odeypoor.) We are his sub-
jects; and if you molest us, he will send
10,000 soldiers after you.’ They went
away in a great rage, threatening to return
with the guns in the evening and blow us
to pieces.

“ About one o’clock we were agreeably
surprised by seeing an artillery sergeant
(Sergeant Supple, an active and gallant
soldier) walk into our little fort : we thought
at first he was being pursued by the cavalry;
but he informed us that he was in search of
the brigade-major. He told us also that
Captain Lloyd, Captain Macdonald, and
several officers of the 7th Gwalior contin-
gent, were at the village of Daroo, only
three miles off. This was good news. He
said he would gallop off and bring us assis-
tance; and soon we were glad to see him
put his horse out at full speed, and scour
across the country in the direction of
Daroo.

“ Hour after hour passed away, and no
assistance arriving from Daroo, we began
to think that our friends there were in as
great a fix as ourselves ; and such we after-
wards discovered was really the case. In
consultation with our Rajpoot friends, it
was decided that we should go on to Chota
Sadree, a distance of about sixteen miles,
that same night. They were afraid that
the cavalry would be as good as their word,
and return with the guns. Accordingly,
we left Kussaunda shortly after sunset,
escorted by several Rajpoots, and arrived at
Chota Sadree about ten o’clock. Our route
lay through dense jungle, and, being on
foot (for my horse was stolen by the muti-
neers), we were a good deal knocked up by
the time we arrived there ; and, to our dis-
appointment, we were told that all the
Europeans had left an hour before for
Burra Sadree, sixteen miles further on.
Our reception was cold in the extreme;
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they did not want us to remain there a
moment, and would scarcely give us even a
drink of water. I sent two men to inform
the kumashdar that we 'wanted to see him ;
but they came back, saying it was too late ;
he would not see us, but advised us to
hasten on after the other sahibs. There
were lots of horses and camels picketed
about, a couple of which we wanted to hire,
but they refased to let us have them ; they
said they would sell them to us, but not
hire them. Considering the state of our
finances, buying was of course out of the
question. Nothing remained now but to
quit this inhospitable place, and push on
for Burra Sadree. Our escort from Kus-
saunda left us, and in their place we got
two Bheel guides; so, after remaining about
twenty minutes in Chota Sadree, we pushed
on for the next stage. In about an hour
and a-half we reached a small village in the
heart of the jungle, called Bheeliya Kegaon.
Here we received very great kindness; the
Bheels seemed to vie with each other in
their hospitality ; they spoke to us of the
benefits they received under British rule,
and abused the mutineers in no measured
terms; the women were thoroughly indig-
nant, and expressed a hope that vengeance
would speedily overtake the traitors. We
remained with the worthy Bheels about an
hour, and having procured a couple of
ponies, started for Burra Sadree, which
place we reached about nine o’clock next
day, and were delighted to meet all our
friends of the 7th Gwalior contingent, 1st
cavalry, and artillery. At Burra Sadree
we parted with our Bheel guides, to whom
we gave a few rupees, and in place of the
pony I was fortunate in getting the loan of
a spare charger, and Dr. Gane succeeded in
getting a gharry. The whole party started
from Burra Sadree about 2 p.M., and arrived
at Doongla about 7 .M. Here we remained
two days, when we were joined by Captain
Showers, political agent of Meywar, who
hastened from Odeypoor with a strong force
of the rana’s choicest troops, and determined
on giving chase to the mutineers at once.”
The wife of an officer who happened to
be resident at Neemuch at the time of the
outbreak, furnished the subjoined details of
the occurrence, in a letter to her brother in
England, dated June 17th. The husband
of this lady had been for a short time
stationed, with a detachment of his regi-
ment, at Rotain, and was consequently
away from his family at the crisis: two of

his sons were with him, and also escaped
the peril of the night of Junc 3rd. This
lady writes:—¢ Aboit three weeks since,
reports of coming danger and mutiny
among the three regiments here began to
spread, fires at night took place, false
alarms were constantly raised, the natives
fled from the bazaars, and a repetition of
the horrors of Meerut and Delhi was hourly
expected. We dared not go to bed at
night, and our days were full of anticipated
horrors. At last things wore so gloomy an
aspect, that I sent off an express to my
husband for his advice. Another express
was sent by the authorities here, urging
him to lose no time in collecting all the
forces under his command and come to
Neemuch for the protection of the in-
habitants. He did so, and set out with

‘cavalry and infantry and a couple of guns

—altogether 1,500 men, marching ninety
miles in three days, with a burning sun and
hot winds blowing. In the meantime a
timely notice was given to my boys that
the mutiny would soon take place, and the
coming storm seemed so near that we left
our home just as we were on the point of
sitting down to dinner, with merely a
change of clothes in our hands, and went
off to a place about ten miles distant, where
our eldest son had the care of a small fort.
We arrived there late at night with a
couple of very frightened friends, whom we
protected on the way; and, though we did
sleep on the grouund, we thought ourselves
fortunate in having comparatively safe
ground to lie down upon. One day of rest
and then came the storm; all Neemuch in
flames, and all terror-stricken. My bggs
guarded the fort by night and by day. e
were every hour expecting the people of
the city (Jewud) to rise and destroy us,
when early in the morning there came to
the gates fifteen officers, six ladies, and
three young children. They had all run
for their lives. We let them in. They
had run all the way, with only the clothes
on their backs. We fed them, and tried to
give them that hope and comfort of which
we ourselves were destitute. An hour
afterwards, and a bright gleam of sunshine !
Who should arrive to our help but my
husband and two boys! They had come
on sixteen miles ahead of the little army,
which was too knocked-up to proceed. This
was real joy for the time, but was soon
damped ; for not many hours passed before
the intelligence came that all the mutineers,
219
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with their guns, were on their way to attack
Jewud; and as we well knew that the fort
could not resist guns, we all, with our com-
panions in misery, made a clear start to my
husband’s camp, sixteen miles off, which we
reached, jaded, terror-stricken, and all very
dirty. Again we all slept on the ground,
my husband and boys doing everything for
everybody ; and the following day we took
our little army to do battle with the insur-
gents; but they had heard of Charles and
his force, and started off another road.
The cowardly rascals had sent their mes-
sengers into Charles’s camp, and offered
1,000 rupees for his head, and 500 for
each member of his family; and this, we
have since learned, was done through the
medium of two men, who have for the
present escaped hanging, whose bad con-
duct at Jeypore had caused their imprison-
ment in the gaol at Neemuch. The muti-
neers had broke open the gaol, and these
men joined them. Well, we returned to
Neemuch, and found not more than half-
a-dozen people left—ruin and desolation in
every direction. None of us escaped with
more than one change of garments, some
not even that; and all here are alike
beggars. Our house, like all others, is a
ruin, a shell, without one article left us.
Our beautiful books, either torn or burnt;
our furniture broken up, chopped in pieces,
or carried off; not a cup, plate, or glass
left; carpets torn up, or carried away; not
a single garment of any kind; our silver
dishes gone; doors, windows smashed;
trinkets and curiosities, of which I had a
goodly store, all taken away or destroyed—
even the pictures and punkahs, and the
chimney pulled down to see if anything had
been hidden in it. 'We have now nothing
left. The shopkeepers have lost every-
thing, so that we have not the means of
buying common clothes. Charles has lost
property to the amount of 14,000 rupees.
Our own servants assisted in the plunder,
and they loaded four of eur horses to carry
away the most valuable part of our pro-
perty. Luckily, we had camels and horses
with us on our flight, or these also would
have been taken.

“I will say no more now; but this is but
a small portion of our woes. Last night I
slept on a couch. It is the first time for
fifteen nights that I have had so good a
bed, and last night I took off my clothes;
for thirteen nights I dare not do this for
fear that we should again have to fly. Our
boys have behaved most bravely and nobly,
and their conduct has been justly admired
by all. My husband has the proud satis-
faction of knowing that he saved (through
the mercy and guidance of God) not only
the lives of his own wife and children, but
of his brother-officers and their families;
and all belonging to Neemuch; and this all
most gratefully acknowledge. Had he not
come to our rescue when he did, every soul
of us would have been murdered. We are
not yet out of danger. It hangs over every
white face in this portion of unhappy India;
and I ask your prayers and those of all my
dear brothers; we need all your prayers to
God on our behalf. E.I.B>»

The occurrences at Neemuch having
given rise to some unpleasant remarks in a
portion of the Bombay press, in the course
of which the conduct of Colonel Abbott, of
the 72nd regiment, was severely commented
upon, the chief political superintendent at
Neemuch addressed the following note to
Colonel Carmichael, secretary to the gov-
ernor of Bombay.* The gallant officer
writes thus :—“ Having just been informed
that the Bombay newspapers contain some
very severe strictures on the conduct of
Colonel Abbott (72nd regiment), command-
ing at Neemuch, I venture to add—and
trust my doing so may not, under the
circumstances, be deemed out of place—
that throughout the trying time preceding
the mutiny, the colonel’s conduct was the
admiration of every officer at Neemuch;
and there can be no doubt, but that his
admirable tact and management, and the
influence he possessed over the men, de-
layed the catastrophe by several days. To
avert it entirely was impossible; but I trust
it will be believed that every possible effort
was made to do so.”

® Parl. Papers, 1857,
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DISQUIETUDE AT BENARES; ASPECT OF THE HOLY CITY; ARRIVAL OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL NEILL WITH
MADRAS FUSILIERS ; DISAFFECTION OF THE 37TH NATIVE INFANTRY; PREPARATIONS FOR DISARMING
THE REGIMENT ; INSUBORDINATION ON PARADE; THE OUTBREAK OF THE MUTINY; DEFECTION OF THE
SBIKHS AND IRREGULAR CAVALRY; ATTACK AND DISPERSION OF THE REBELS; DESTRUCTION OF THE
NATIVE LINES ; OFFICIAL REPORTS AND PRIVATE DETAILS ; OUTBREAKS AT JUANPORE AND SULTANPORE.

AvERTING our eyes for a short time from
the contemplation of pages necessarily
filled with continuous details of fanatic
cruelty and of human endurance, unsur-
passed, in extent and heroism, even by the
trials to which the early martyrs of our
faith were exposed, or by the courage that
has borne the meekest of our species to a
triumphant death in the face of accumu-
lated terrors, we shall for a moment turn
from the gloom that overwhelms this sub-
ject, to introduce a brief sketch of the city
of Benares, preparatory to describing the
incidents of the first mutinous outbreak
by which it was agitated. The district of
which the city of Benares is the capital,
comprises an area of about 12,000 square
miles, between 24° and 26° N. lat. The
city itself, 460 miles N.W. from Calcutta,
is situated in 25° 30’ N. lat., and 81° E.
"long., on the northern bank of the Ganges,
which, flowing beneath the walls, varies
in breadth from 1,500 to 3,000 feet. From
the river, the view of Benares (Caski, or the
Splendid), for ages regarded as the holiest
of the holy cities of the Hindoos, is exceed-
ingly fine: “in its front the Ganges forms
a bay, the river-front of the city having a
semicircular outline. The immense mass
of houses rising, at successive elevations
every few yards, from the river bank, and
extending far inland, with their overtop-
ping pinnacles, and minarets of temples and
mosques, glittering in the sun, and gracefully
intermingled with the foliage of majestic
trees; the numerous ghauts, with their ap-
parently never-ending flights of steps, and
the life and bustle amongst the crowds per-
forming their ablutions in the sacred water
at their base, form, combined, a scene of
striking beauty and interest.”* Benares—
which may be considered the Hindoo, as
Delhi was the Mohammedan, and Calcutta
is the British, capital of India—has always
formed the grand depository of the Brah-
minical religion and learning of the coun-
* Roberts's Hindostan.

try, and, consequently, the number and
variety of its temples and other pious foun-
dations, is exceedingly great. Its resident
or stationary population has been estimated
at 600,000; but at certain festivals, the
number of people resorting thither for
worship, is almost beyond computation,
pilgrims coming from all parts of India, as
well as from Thibet and Burmah. The
principal temple, called Visweswar or Bise-
sar, is dedicated to Siva (the destroyer), of
whom it contains a sacred image, before
which the bloody sacrifices of idolatry
have been offered for ages. A college for
the instruction of the Hindoos in their own
literature, was established by the British
government in 1801 ; and some remains of
an observatory, erected by the emperor
Aurungzebe at the close of the seventeenth
century, still exist. On the site of a mag-
nificent Hindoo temple, purposely destroyed
by that emperor, a splendid mosque was
erected by his orders, whose golden-topped
minarets crown the holy city. The houses
of Benares are chiefly built of brick or
stone, and many of them are five or six
stories high, with small windows next the
street, and terraced roofs. The thorough-
fares generally are narrow; and whatever
anticipations of pleasure may have been
excited by a distant view of the city, the
filth by which its streets are polluted, ren-
ders a close acquaintance with its intrica-
cies anything but agreeable. The Euro-
pean community chiefly reside in the
suburb of Seroli, about three miles from
the city, where are some very neat edifices,
surrounded by gardens and grounds, laid
out with considerable taste. To die at
Benares constitutes the chief aim and
felicity on earth of a Hindoo, as he then
feels assurance of immediate admission into
heaven, through immersion in the Ganges
at the moment of dissolution, by which
act all his transgressions are obliterated.
Should he be far distant from the holy city
and the sacred stream, the Brahmins en-
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join that he should think intensely of the
Ganges at the hour of death, that he may
not fail of his reward. To die within sight
of the stream is pronounced to be holy ; to
die besmeared with its mud, and partly
immersed in the river, holier still; and
even to be drowned in it by accident
is supposed to secure eternal happiness.
Hundreds of living children have been an-
nually cast into the stream to propitiate
Siva, and atone for the sin of their souls.
This species of infanticide was, however,
suppressed by Lord Wellesley,* daring his
first administration of the Indian govern-
ment. Several of the native Hindoo
princes still keep agents at Benares, whose
sole duty is to offer sacrifices on behalf of
their patrons. The city was ceded to the
East India Company by the nawab of
Oude; and, in 1799, the resident (Mr.
Cherry), with three other English gentle-
men, were there treacherously murdered by
Vizier Alj, an illegitimate son of the de-
posed mawab.+ Since that event, until the
present time, Benares and its inhabitants
have enjoyed almost uninterrupted tran-
quillity. The European residents consist
chiefly of government officials, the officers
attached to the native regiments, and
members of the circuit court, &c. The
palace of the rajah of Benares is situated at
Ramnuggur, on the opposite side of the
river, and consists of a large, straggling,
castellated edifice, parts of which rise ab-
ruptly from the water’s edge, with terraces,
temples, and a pretty detached harem; the
whole being protected by a strong embat-
tled wall, mounted with guns for its
defence.

We resume our narrative of the mutinies.
Up to the latter part of May, the conduct
of the troops at Benares, consisting of the
37th regiment of native infantry, a regi-
ment of Sikhs, and a portion of the 13th
irregular cavalry, was most satisfactory. A
telegraphic message from Brigadier Pon-
sonby, the officer commanding at that sta-

* Montgomery Martin's Tudia, p. 511.

+ The turbulent and dangerous character of Vizier
Ali, the rival candidate for the dominion of QOude,
rendered it advisable to remove his residence from
I Benares to Calcutta. ‘The youth remonstrated

strongly, but without effect; and while visiting, by
appointment, the British resident, Mr. Cherry, he
spoke in violent terms of the hardship of the
tﬁreatened coercion. The resident is represented to
have behaved with much moderation; but Vizier
Ali, giving vent to rage, started up and made a
thrust at him with his sword—an example which,
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tion, after informing the secretary to govern-
ment of the dearness of provisions at that
time (May 20th), says—‘ While the present
emergency lasts, I beg to recommend that
the troops at Benares be allowed full batta.
1 would be glad to be able to give this grant
out to my men and the Sikhs, to show that,
in return for their excellent behaviour, I
have of my own accord taken care of their
interests. I have already guaranteed to the
13th irregular cavalry that they shall not
be put to any annoyance by their move into
Benares, where grain and grass are very
dear. In this I have the support of the
commissioner.”—That no encouragement
might be wanting for the satisfaction of the
men, the telegraph of the same day from Cal-
cutta conveyed back the following message :
—* Government approves of your having
guaranteed to the 13th irregular cavalry
that they shall not be put to any inconve-
nience by their move with respect to grain
and grass for the horses. Extra batta can-
not be allowed to the troops at Benares;
but the regulations admit of compensation
when the price of provisions forming their
diet exceeds three rupees eight annas a
month. This should be explained to the
men; and they should be informed that
government has learnt with much satisfac-
tion that their behaviour has been so good.
A general order has just been issued, au-
thorising officers in command to promote
very meritorious men ; under that order you
may be able to reward the good conduct of
the regiments at Benares.”

The daily reports, forwarded to the
governor-general, maintained the same fa-
vourable tone. That of the 23rd of May
says—* Everything perfectly quiet, both in
the lines and city of Benares, and in the
whole Benares division; and likely, with
God’s blessing, to continue so. Iam quite
easy and confident.”—A message of the
24th was to the same effect; and, on the
31st, the confidence of the officer in com-
mand was yet unshaken, and appears to

according to Eastern custom, was immediately fol-
lowed by his attendants. Mr. Cherry was killed
while attempting to escape through a window, and
two of his companions shared his fate. ‘The assassins,
apparently in the hope of heading a general insur-
rection, hurried to the residence of the English
magistrate, Mr. Davis, who, after sending his wife
and family to the terrace on the top of the house,
seized a long spear, took up his position on a nar-
row staircase, and delayed their ascent until a party
of horse arrived, and put them all to flight.—(Mar-
tin's India, p. 385.)
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have continued so until noon of the 3rd of
June, if the subjoined message may be
relied on.

“ Benares, June 3rd. 12 noon.—All quiet
throughout the Benares division.” At
4 p.M. of the same day another message
was transmitted, announcing the arriyal of
Colonel Neill and a small party of the Madras
fusiliers, on their way up the country ; but
no mention is made of any appearance of
discontent or insubordination whatever.

The result of the outbreak at Azimgurh
had the effect of scattering a portion of the
mutinous soldiers from that station in the
direction of Benares; and then, for the first
time, apprehension began to be entertained
as to the fidelity of the 37th regiment. The
events that succeeded the arrival of a party
of the mutineers, are briefly glanced at in
the following official report, forwarded by
the Indian government to the court of
directors :*—*“ On the news of the mutiny at
Azimgurh reaching Benares, a riging of the
37th native infantry was anticipated, and
the authorities determined to disarm that
corps. Accordingly, the European troops
and battery were paraded and marched on
the lines of the 37th. The regiment of
Loodiana (Sikhs), and the irregular cavalry,
one squadron of the 13th, were also under
arms. On the Europeans approaching the
37th, that corps opened fire on them, which
was returned by the European infantry and
artillery. As the regiment of Loodiana
was advancing, the resaldar of the irregular
cavalry rode up to the corps, and called out
that his men had mutinied. Some shots
were fired by the irregular cavalry, on which
the Sikhs paused: and turned round, some
firing towards the cavalry, others towards the
Europeans ; on which the guns were turned
on the Sikhs, who soon dispersed. The
37th, in the meantime, had been dispersed,
and their lines were set on fire. The men
of the 37th, Sikhs, and irregular cavalry,
passed through cantouments, and took the
i road to Juanpore. Some of the Sikhs re-
mained faithful, and protected the treasury,
while others protected their officers. Some
of the irregular cavalry also proved faithful.
The district and town appear pretty quiet,
and matters appear satisfactory up to the
latest date, the 18th.”—So much for the
official skeleton of history: we must endea-
vour to put flesh upon the hones before us.

During the night of the 1st of June, the
residents of Benares were aroused by an

¢ Parl. Papers, 1857.

alarm of fire that had broken out in the
cantonments, a short distance from the city.
Upon investigation, there appeared grounds
for believing that the conflagration. had
been purposely occasioned by some men of
the 37th native infantry, with a view to
draw away the few Huropean soldiers who
had charge of the guns, and thus furnish
opportunity for them to take possession of
the artillery. The ruse was. unsuccessful,
The. Europeans were immediately under
arms, and stood by their guns ; and the 37th,
to their great mortification, were ordered to
extinguish the fire, which they proceeded to
do with evident chagrin and reluctance.

Upon due consideration of the circum-
stances attending this incendiary attempt,
it was resolved by Brigadier Ponsonby,
on the advice of his officers, to disarm
the men ofi the 37th regiment as early and
as quietly as circumstances would admit.
The necessity for this step became more
apparent when, in the course of the day,
intelligence reached Benares that the na-
tive regiment at Azimgurh had broken
into revolt, and seized the public trea-
sury, amounting to about seventeen lacs
(£170,000), and that the men were then
probably on their way to the sacred city.
This report had spread among the sepoys
even before it reached the ears of the
authorities, and it had the effect of greatly
exciting the whole body, which did not
conceal its satisfaction at the occurrence.

It happened opportunely, that on Wed-
nesday, the 3rd: instant, Colonel Neill, of
the 1st Madras fusiliers, had arrived at
Benares with a detachment of his regiment,
accompanied by twenty gunners, with three
9.-pounders. The garrison, thus rein-
forced, consisted of 150 men of her majesty’s
10th regiment, the 37th native infantry, a
Sikh regiment, commanded by Colonel
Gordon; about seventy men of the 13th
irregular cavalry, under Captain Guise; a
battery of 9-pounders, with thirty gunners,
and Colonel Neill’s fusiliers.,

Upon the unsatisfactory state of the 37th
regiment being reported to Colonel Neill,
he resolved upon disarming it without
further delay, in opposition to the plan of
Brigadier Ponsonby, who desired to post-
pone the operation until the following
morning : the colonel was, however, inflex-
ible; and ultimately a parade of the Euro-
pean force, with the Madras fusiliers, was
ordered at five o’clock in the evening of the
4th; the 37th regiment being required to

223




BENARES—ATTACK oF THE 37tH.] HISTORY OF THE

[a.D. 1857.

appear on the ground without arms. Simul-
taneously with the promulgation of this
order, the bells of arms were secured ; and
this operation being observed by the dis-
affected men, added greatly to the excite-
ment already prevailing among them.

At five o’clock the troops were paraded.
A few men of the 37th had obeyed the
order to appear without arms; others re-
fused to do so, and some confusion neces-
sarily arose from the insubordination that
prevailed on the ground. Meanwhile the
greater part of the regiment which had not
turned ;out gathered round the bells of
arms, and as soon as they became aware of
the object for which the European force
was paraded, they burst open the doors,
and seized their weapons, with which they
now repaired to the parade and joined their
comrades, who had remained standing in
groups, without making any other offensive
demonstration. With a view of intimidating
the disaffected men, the whole of the troops,
including the Sikhs and irregulars, had
been drawn up in front of the position left
vacant for the 87th regiment, with three
guns ready shotted and prepared for instant
service. In the arrangement of the forces,

. the Europeans were stationed within mus-

ket-range, the Sikhs and irregulars being
at the extreme verge of the ground.

On noticing these preparations, the men
of the 37th found the time for action had
arrived, and they immediately opened fire
upon their officers and the European troops,
at the same time retiring towards their
lines. For a time the Sikh regiment re-
mained passive spectators of the outrage;
but upon their colonel giving the order to
load with ball, an ominous change came
over the men. At the same moment the
irregular cavalry advanced, but presently
broke into confusion. The Sikhs now
joined the 37th in firing upon the Euro-
peans ; several officers were wounded, and
two men of the 10th regiment killed.
The guns immediately poured a shower of
grape into the ranks of the mutineers; and
after a faint attempt at resistance, the 37th
broke away from their position, followed by

* The majority of the officers of the 37th had
fallen back at once upon the European column.
Mnjor Barrett, however, indignant at the way in
which men whom he believed to be good sepoys had
been dealt with, resolved, as he toltf them, to share
their fate, and, along with the European sergeant-
major, remained for some time exposed to the fire
opened from the half battery, as also from the

uropean musketry upon the huts. But the sepoys’
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the greater portion of the irregular cavalry,
and sought safety behind the huts of
the cantonments. At the commencement,
Captain Guise, of the irregulars, was shot
at by a rebel sepoy of the 37th regiment,
whom he pursued; and his horse falling,
the assassin had time to reload and fire
before the unfortunate officer could extri-
cate himself. The second shot was aimed
with precision, and Captain Guise fell to
the ground a corpse. Several of the muti-
neers halted in their flight to look upon
their murdered leader, but no indignities
were offered to his remains. The sepoys
still kept up a smart fire upon the little
body of Europeans, who, as they advanced
to dislodge them from the huts, laboured
under the disadvantage of having to deal
with an enemy effectually sheltered. The
European officers of the 37th regiment* took
post with the 10th, and were exposed to a
smart fire from their own men, which con-
tinued for some twenty minutes, when, as our
soldiers began to drop rather fast, the order
was given to charge the huts. The operation
was speedily performed ; and the mutineers
having been driven from their shelter, the
whole of the buildings were set fire to and
destroyed. While these matters were in
progress, the irregular cavalry and Sikhs
became bewildered, and began fighting at
random. Three times the latter charged the
guns, and were repulsed, with considerable
loss; above one hundred of the mutineers
were killed upon the ground, and more
than twice that number lay wounded.
The lives of the civilians and of the officers’
families in cantonments, were saved through
the instrumentality of a Sikh prisoner,
Soorut Sing, who prevailed upon the
Sikhs of the treasury guard to remain tran-
quil after they were informed of the conduct
of their comrades on the parade. At a
late hour in the evening the ladies were
conveyed to the Mint, a fortified house
between the city and the cantonments,
where they could be effectually protected :
the transit was not, however, unaccompa-
nied by danger, the party being repeatedly
fired at on the way by straggling parties of

worst blood was up, and several of them fired upon
their confiding officer, others attacking him with
their fixed bayonets. He was, consequently, com-
pelled to flee for his life; and a guard of faithful
sepoys (principally of the grenadier company),
having formed round his person, they, with con-
siderable difficulty and risk, conducted him in safety
to his bungalow in the cantonments. The sergeant~
major also was saved by the same friendly escort.
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the irregulars, some of whom managed to
send three balls through the turban of a
native coachman, while conveying ladies
to the rendezvous; fortunately, both the
driver and his charge escaped unhurt.
Upon the restoration of order, a handsome
subscription was raised among the Euro-
pean families, for the purpose of presenting
Soorut Sing with a splendid case of fire-
arms, in acknowledgment of his generous
and timely protection.

The following report from Lieutenant-
colonel J. G. Neill, to the adjutant-general
of the army, dated “ Benares, June 6th,
1857,” gives the official detail of the oc-
currence we have narrated :—

“Sir,—I have the honour to report, for
the information of his excellency the com-
mander-in-chief, that I arrived here on the
3rd inst. with a detachment of the regi-
ment under my command {1st Madras fusi-
liers), and found sixty of my men and three
officers, who had preceded me here. A
company of men were about two days in
rear, and three more were following up by
bullock-train. I had arranged to start with
a detachment of the regiment for Cawnpore
on the afternoon of the 4th; but on that
afternoon intelligence was received from
Lieutenant Palliser, in command of a de-
tachment of fifty sowars of the 13th irre-
gular cavalry, sent out to escort treasure
from Azimgurh to this, that the 17th regi-
ment had broken out into open mutiny,
and, joined by the city people and gaol
prisoners, had left the station and attacked
his party and captured the treasure, his
infantry escort acting with them. On this
intelligence reaching Benares, Brigadier
Ponsonby consulted with me about taking
the muskets from the 37th, leaving them
their side-arms. He proposed waiting until
the following morning to do this. I urged
its being done at once, to which he agreed,
and left my quarters to make his arrange-
ments, directing me to be present with the
Europeans, as per margin* at 5 p.M. The
Sikh regiment, in which Lieutenant-colonel
Gordon placed much confidence, and =a
party of about seventy of the 13th irregular
cavalry, who were dispatched, were to join
the Europeans in their demonstration.
Brigadier Ponsonby came on parade at the
hour appointed; but I observed that he

* Three guns of No. 12 field battery and 30 men,
under Captain Olphertz; her majesty’s 10th, 150
men and three officers; Madras fusiliers, 60 men
and three officers.
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appeared far from well, and perfectly un-
able to act with energy or the vigour re-
quired on the emergency. We moved up
the Europeans and guns towards the 37th,
the Sikhs advancing upon the other flank
of that corps, followed by irregular cavalry.
On approaching the bells of arms of the
37th, the sepoys of that corps seized their
arms, loaded them, and opened fire upon
us, which was immediately returned with
considerable execution by the artillery and
Europeans, the Sikh regiment not having
yet come up. At this time several of our
men fell wounded, and the brigadier was on
his back on the ground, seemingly struck
by a stroke of the sun, and declared him-
self quite unfit for anything, and begged
that being the next senior officer, I would
at once assume command, which I accord-
ingly did, and directed a dash on the lines
with the Europeans and Sikhs in line on
each flank of the artillery. I was on the
right of our men in the lines when an
alarm was given, and I found the Sikhs had
suddenly halted, wavered, and eventually
gone about and dispersed, having first,
however, fired at and tried to shoot their
commanding officer and adjutant, and fired
upon and wounded several other officers,
and fired upon the squadron of irregular
cavalry drawn up in rear of them. I be-
lieve, from all I have observed and been
told, that with a few exceptions, the Sikhs
were supposed to be quite stanch; they
seemed 1n the greatest spirits and anxious
to be led against the 87th. The cause of
their sudden panic and extraordinary con-
duct is supposed to have been the turmoil
caused in their rear by a sowar of the 13th
irregular cavalry having fired at and at-
tempted to cut down the brigade-major,
Captain Dodgson, on his riding up to as.
sume command of them by the brigadier’s
order (their own commanding officer having
been killed before reaching parade by the
men of the 37th native infantry.) On
hearing the shot and shouts, the Sikhs
turned round and fired on their officers and
our men : one man who had fired at Colo-
nel Gordon was immediately shot by one of
his havildars.

“ The artillery, on observing the disaffec-
tion of the Sikhs, opened upon them with
considerable effect; they broke and ran, as
did the irregular cavalry. After this, I
completed the expulsion of the 37th regi-
ment from their lines, and burnt them, and
withdrew my men and guns into position
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in the barrack, securing myself for the
night. Early next morning I sent out
parties and brought in the arms, accoutre-
ments, and colours of the 87th that had
been left in their lines, as also some of the
Sikhs. I also arranged with the civil au-
thorities to remove the treasure from its
most insecure and unmilitary position in
the civil lines, and detached a party, con-
sisting of one hundred men of her majesty’s

+ 10th and Madras fusiliers, and twenty-five
. sowars, irregular cavalry, under Lieutenant-

colonel Gordon, and bad it all brought up
and secured in the barracks.

“On my arriving here, I had observed and
expressed my opinion on the insecurity of
this treasure, under charge only of a native
guard of Sikhs, who, however, stood firm,
and deserve the greatest credit for their
loyal conduct. I consider the peril in
which this treasure has been placed has
been for some time imminent; and I feel
assured that had the steps taken against the
87th been deferred until the following
morning, the outbreak would have taken
place that night when unprepared, and no
efficient assistance could have been ren-
dered by the troops to the European fami-
lies in cantonments, who would have been
left to the mercy of the miscreants let loose
on such an occasion. I had a party of
Madras fusiliers at a building called the
Mint, and arranged with the brigadier be-
fore going on parade, that, should any dis-
turbance occur, all the families should go
there for protection. This was carried out,
the party of Europeans there giving confi-
dence and acting as a check to plunderers ;
the mutineers, who broke and fled, deserted
cantonments rapidly, many of them throw-
ing away their arms. I now hold the bar-
racks and Mint-house, between canton-
ments and city, with my Europeans, and
have some native guards of trustworthy
men as pickets in different parts of canton-
ments, and feel the cantonments are all
safe; and when a few more European
troops come up, I intend planting a picket
at the church, when all the houses in can-
tonments may, I consider, with safety be
again occupied. About ninety of the irre-
gular cavalry remained faithful, and are
now doing duty, patrolling and keeping off
the ‘budmashes’ from the city from enter-
ing cantonments. About 190 of the Sikh
regiment, who were on treasure and other
guards, are still with us, and remain faithful.
A few of them I have promoted for their
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good conduct when the regiment broke and
fled. A further report will be made on this
subject, as well as regarding some men of
the irregular cavalry I have also promoted
for loyalty and good conduct.

“1 beg to state that we have lost several
officers and soldiers on this unfortunate
occasion, as follows :—

“ Killed. —Captain Guise, commanding
irregular cavalry, murdered by 37th men;
one apothecary, her majesty’s 10th, ditto;
two men, her majesty’s 10th, shot on pa-
rade. Wounded.—Shot on parade. Ensign
Chapman, 37th regiment, native infantry,
dangerously ; Ensign Hayter, 25th native
infantry, doing duty, 37th, dangerously;
Ensign Tweedie, 4th native infantry, doing
duty, 87th, severely; eight privates, her
majesty’s 10th; Quartermaster-sergeant
Maidman, 25th native infantrv. doing duty
with Sikh regiment, severe:- .

¢ All ranks behaved as British soldiers; !
the hard work and exposure to the sun was |
most cheerfully borne. I beg to bring to
notice, particularly, the assistance I have
received from Lieutenant-colonel Gordon,
commanding the Sikhs ; Lieutenant-colonel
Spottiswoode, 37th; the brigade-major,
Captain Dodgson ; Captain Olpherts, com- |
manding the artillery ; and Lieutenant Gos- '
ling, adjutant, Madras fusiliers.

“T have, &c.—J. G. NxiLL, Lieut.-col.

“P.8.—I have strengthened Chunar by
a small detachment of her majesty’s 84th,
with three officers of the 87th, and dis-
patched to Allahabad by Garee horse dak
this evening fifty men of Madras fusiliers,
the same number following to-morrow, and
as quick as I can spare them, to that post
and Cawnpore.”

The following extracts from a letter of
Brigadier Ponsonby, dated from Benares,
June 18th, somewhat differs in its personal
statement from the report of Lieutenant-
colonel Neill, who had superseded him in
his command ; and it is only due to both
officers, that it should also appear in these
pages :—“1 dispatched my last letter on
the 8rd inst., and on the 4th most impor-
tant events occurred here. The troops con-
sisted of the 87th regiment of native in-
fantry, some 700 or 800 strong; the Sikh
regiment, one-half that number; the 15th
irregular cavalry, 700 strong; and about
200 Europeans of her majesty’s 84th and
of the Madras fusiliers, with three guns
manned by European artillerymen. Colonel
Gordon, my second in command, an excel-
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lent officer, came to me, and said he had
been informed, that the men of the 37th
were plotting with the bad characters in
the city. We agreed to go to the com-
missioner, Mr. Tucker, who recommended
our going to Mr. Prederick Gubbins, the
judge here. It then transpired that the
men of the 37th were much implicated,
and Gordon advised the regiment should
be disarmed at once. After some discus-
sion, I agreed. We had no time (it being
between 4 and 5 ».M.) to lose, and but little
arrangement could be made (fortunately.)
I had a long drive, and ride also, through
the sun; and such a sun! I marched the
Europeans and guns in front of the lines of
the 37th, who were taken by surprise, with
Brigadier Handscomb’s fate fresh in my
mind. I halted the Europeans, and went
up to the men of the main guard, 37th,
told them they were only required to lay
down their arms, and no harm should
occur to them. They refused; said they
had committed no fault; they shouted to
their comrades, who ran for their arms,
and began to fire on us. I then, having
joined the Europeans, ordered them to
open fire, and a sharp fusillade on both
sides ensued. The Sikhs proved traitors,
as did the irregulars; but a few rounds of
grape from the guns, and the sharp practice
of the Europeans, sent them all flying in
terror, throwing away their arms and ac-
coutrements, and escaping as they best
could. Captain Guise, the officer com-
manding the irregulars, was shot by a man
of the 87th, who some days ago began to
boast publicly in the city of the exploit;
the police seized him, and he was tried and
hanged with several others. Some of the
37th, of the Sikhs, and of the 13th irregu-
lars, did not join the mutineers, and are
with us. We have had two officers wounded,
one I fear mortally ; Ensign Hayter, poor
fellow | one foot has been amputated, and
a ball is unextracted from his hip. The
Sikhs fired on him and several officers of
the 37th. Had we not acted so sharply
and decisively, there is now little doubt
we should have been murdered in our
beds, as I am sorry to say numbers have
been at the stations all around us. A
great number have been murdered by the
6th native infantry at Allahabad, and yet
that regiment volunteered to be led against
the mutineers at Delhi! They received
the thanks of the governor-general, and
the next day or two slaughtered every

European they could meet with. With the
exception of a few killed and wounded, all
here are unscathed. Women and children,
and inhabitants of cantonments, all safe
and unhurt; not a house plundered but
one, that of the adjutant of the Sikh regi-
ment ; while at Lucknow and Allahabad
not a house scarcely is left standing. We
struck such terror by the suddenness of our
attack, although we were fired upon first,
that the mutineers give Benares a wide
berth. These mutineers have no object
but plunder and murder, where murder
may be committed with safety to them-
selves. They spare neither women nor
children. I have omitted to say anything of
myself hitherto. From the driving and
riding in the sun, and the excessive fatigue
I underwent on the 4th inst., I had some-
thing very like a coup de soleil, and was
obliged to make over the command to the
next senior officer; but not until every-
thing was quiet. I have been ill ever since,
but am now much better, and am looking
anxiously for the rains to mitigate this
fearful heat (thermometer 93° or 94°), when
I hope to gain strength.”

On the 5th, the treasure that had been
kept at the Mint was removed to the
cantonments under an escort of Europeans;
the Sikhs, who had been placed in charge
of it, remaining faithful to the last, and
accompanying it to a place of safety. The
mutineers, driven from their lines, had no
alternative but flight or submission, and
chose the former; some taking the road to
Jaunpore ; the others to Allahabad, where
the 6th regiment of native infantry, re-
cently complimented in general orders for
its loyalty, and thanked for its offer to
march against the rebels, was stationed.
An officer of the 37th regiment, who had a
full share in the exciting occurrences of the
day, narrates, in the subjoined statement,
the chief incidents connected with the in-
subordination of his men, and the defection
of the Sikhs and irregulars. After de-
scribing the commencement of the dis-
turbance, and the retreat of the mutineers
to their huts, as already stated, he proceeds
thus :—

“The movement upon the huts being
decided upon, we (officers of the 87th) retired
and took our place beside the Sikhs, who,
we understood, were to take part in the

charge. They form an irregular corps, and

have only two officers attached to them— : °

viz., & commandant (Colonel Gordon) and ,
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an adjutant. As both of these were
mounted, there was need of our services in
the ranks. Here I remained for about ten
minutes, in the momentary expectation of
the charge being ordered. The brigade-
major, Captain Dodgson, then galloped
across the parade-ground, and, placing
himself at the head of the irregular cavalry,
informed them that their commandant,
Captain Guise, had been killed, and that
he had been sent by Brigadier Ponsonby
to supply his place. They flashed their
swords in reply, giving vent, at the same
time, to a low murmur, which struck me
as somewhat equivocal. Captain Dodgson
had scarce ceased addressing them, when
one of their number fired upon him with a
pistol. The bullet only grazed the elbow
of his sword arm, just at that point where
the ulnar nerve, passing over a process of
bone, is so easily irritated as to have gained
for that piece of bone the common name of
‘funny bone.” The consequence was complete
paralysis of the hand and arm; his sword
dropped powerless across his saddle, and
the rascal who had fired the shot rushed
upon him to cut him down; but another
of the troop interfered to rescue him, and
being well maunted, he succeeded in es-
caping from the mélée.

“ But while all this had been going on, I
had had something else to do than watch
the conduct of the irregulars. Just as they
were flashing their sabres in reply to Cap-
tain Dodgson’s short address, I was horrified
by noticing about a dozen of the Sikhs fire
straight forward upon the European sol-
diers, who were still kneeling and firing
into the 87th. The next moment some
half-dozen of their muskets were staring
me in the face, and a whole tempest of
bullets came whizzing into me. Two passed
through my forage-cap, and set my hair on
fire ; three passed through my trowsers, one
just grazing my right thigh ; but none pro-
perly hit me. I rushed headlong at one of
the fellows whom I had noticed more espe-
cially aiming at me; but had scarcely
advanced three paces, when a second volley
of bullets saluted me. One of these (and I
assure you their name was legion) entered
my right shoulder about one-sixth of an
inch to the outside of the armpit, and,
passing diagonally through the shoulder,
came out in my back. This was the ‘severe’
wound. It brought me to the ground for
about fifteen seconds ; and, in the course of
that short time I had the pleasure of seeing
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every one of the Sikhs dash across the
parade-ground and charge the Europeans.
Knowing full well that in a few seconds
they would be repulsed by the latter, and
sent helter-skelter back towards where I
lay, I made what haste I could along the
parade-ground towards my bungalow. But
the irregular cavalry were scattered about
in every direction; and thus the chances o.
my ever reaching my bungalow seemed to
me very slender. But the worst-disposed
of the irregulars were engaged in assisting
the Sikhs; and those whom I met were
fellows who contented themselves with
rendering the sahibs’ no manner of assis-
tance, without personally seeking to molest
us. They, therefore, with one exception,
rode leisurely past me; although, had any
of their number felt inclined to cut me
down, I was so entirely helpless and faint
from loss of blood, that they might easily
have done so. And yet, when one fellow
charged towards me with his sword in the
air, I was most mercifully preserved. Ithrew
my sword at him with my left arm ; but
just as the weapon left my hand, I fainted
from the pain produced in my wound, and
fell quite unconscious. But by that time
the Sikhs had been repulsed with great
slaughter, and were fleeing across the
parade-ground, with a mere handful of
Europeans at their heels; my assailant
thought it high time, therefore, to make
himself scarce, so that, on recovering my
consciousness, I found the coast clear, and
met with no further opposition in gaining
my bungalow. But even then my circum-
stances were the reverse of enviable; for
besides the intense pain which I was suffer-
ing, I knew not whether my wouud was
mortal or not, and was in momentary
expectation of being murdered in cold
blood by a party of mutineers. Thus I
lay until about two o’clock on Friday
morning.

“The Sikhs had no sooner been dis-
persed than the lines of the 87th were
charged, and every sepoy driven out. The
soldiers were then fully occupied in going
the rounds of the cantonments, and escort-
ing the terrified ladies and civilians to the
Mint. During the whole progress of the
affray on .he parade-ground (a full hour),
the cantonments had been at the mercy of
bands of armed sepoys. These were assem-
bled from different sources; such as the
various guards which had been posted, as
usual, throughout the cantonments; the
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treasury guard, for instance; the hospital
guard, bazaar guard, mess-house guard,
and so forth. On the outbreak of the row,
these respectable and conscientious fellows
set to work (with one or two honourable
exceptions) to plunder their several trusts;
and that accomplished, dispersed them-
selves among the various bungalows, as much
bent on bloodshed as on booty. Many a
hairbreadth escape was made that night,
and I could fill whole sheets with a detail
of the wonderful Providence to which de-
fenceless women and children owed their
lives. The bungalows were, of course,
abandoned for such lurking-places' as the
outhouses could afford; and in several
instances these were ransacked by the mur-
derous sepoys. Of course, it would have
been quite miraculous had none of us
been hurt. But it is truly remarkable,
that Colonel Gordon, his adjutant (Lieu-
tenant Glasse), and Captain Dodgson,
mounted as they were on huge chargers,
were not riddled with the perfect shower
of bullets with which they were pur-
sued. The ¢ casualties’ were :—Killed on
the spot, Captain Guise; died of his
wounds, Ensign Hayter, of the 25th native
infantry, but doing duty with the 37th
until the arrival of his regiment, vi4 the
river, from Calcutta. Poor fellow, he has
been in the country a still shorter time
than you and I. It was in consequence of
a fever which attacked him shortly after
his landing in Calcutta, that he was sent
by Gbarry dik to Benares, there to await
the arrival of his regiment, which, had it
not been for that fever, he would at this
moment have been accompanying up the
Ganges. To save the pain of a wounded
ankle-joint, though without the slightest
hope of saving his life, one of his legs
was amputated above the knee. He was
wounded besides in his abdomen; and this
in itself was in all probability a mortal
injury. For nearly a week he lingered,
sinking gradually, and not very painfully,
into his grave.

“ Three were wounded—viz., Ensign
Chapman, of the 37th, ¢ very dangerously,’
myself ¢ severely,” and Dodgson ¢very
slightly” Poor Chapman was shot through
the face, the bullet entering at one cheek
and going out at the other. His speech,
along with the sight of one eye and the use
of one ear, is hopelessly gone. It is with
the utmost difficulty and pain that he can
swallow even the fluids which constitute

his sole sustenance, and hence his limbs
are little else than skin and bone. His
life, however, is not supposed to be in any
immediate danger; and as soon as he can
travel, he will be sent home to his parents,
round by the Cape. Both he and Hayter
were shot by the Sikhs. But all this is a
digression; for I was speaking of the
civilians. The bolder of them emerged at
last from their lurking-places, and made
their way to the Mint, a large building,
previously agreed upon as the general
asylum. On their way, whole volleys were
poured in upon them by parties of sepoys;
but not even one of their horses or syces
were touched.” I told you that the sepoys
were let loose from different sources upon the
cantonments. I have mentioned only one
of these sources, viz., the various guards;
secondly, a still greater number came
straggling into the cantonments from the
lines of the 87th; the temptation to plun-
der the ¢sahibs’ bungalows being still
stronger, in their instances, than the love
of ‘potting’ the sahibs themselves upon
the parade-ground. Thus the number of
sepoys who continued to fire upon us
to the end was not very great, and in-
cluded only the stanchest and most de-
termined spirits of the corps. At last, as
I have said, the Europeans drove them
headlong from their lines; and in the
course of a few minutes not a sepoy re-
mained in the cantonments, the Sikhs
having been driven in one direction, and
the 37th in the other. !

“A party of soldiers now made the
rounds of the cantonments, and escorted to
the Mint such of the ladies as were still
lurking in their compounds. They who
had seen me fired upon felt sure that I
must be dead; and, accordingly, while I
was suffering the extremity of pain in my
bungalow, parties were roaming the parade-
ground in search of my remains. At last
it occurred to them that I might, after all,
have reached my bungalow ; and about two
o’clock in the morning (as I have already,
I think, mentioned) I was conveyed, bed
and all, to a camp which had been fortified
on the parade-ground, in expectation of a
return of the mutineers. But the mode in
which these had been dismissed was not
such as to invite a speedy return, and we
saw no more of them, excepting such as
have fallen into our hands and been hung.
I lay in this camp for a couple of days in a
very sorry plight, having no manner of
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shelter either from the burning sun and
hot Benares winds, or from the tempests of
dust which were drifting about; and yet
the surgeons thought this exposure pre-
ferable to the risk of fever, &c., which 1
should have run by going into the crowded
hospital. At last, the surgeon in charge of
the Mint took pity on me, and housed me
in his bungalow, visiting me several times
a-day. I would, of course, have gone to
my own bungalow; but our surgeons said
that unless I remained beside them they
could not attend me. We have had an
anxious time of it in Benares ever since.
People now spend the day in their bunga-
lows; but, with few exceptions (of whom I
am one), retire at night to the Mint. This
is a very large building, with a flat roof,
and no end of battlemented terraces, well
calculated to stand a siege. Our Euro-
peans, consisting of the 78th highlanders,
the 84th, and 64th, are stationed partly in
the church, partly in the camp and small
barracks on the parade-ground, but mainly
in the Mint compound. We have a full
battery of artillery, and will doubtless hold
our own. Some few of the Sikhs remained
faithful, or seemed to do so. These are
employed as outposts and sentries; but
very few of them are trusted with firearms.
Some of the 37th also stuck to their oath;
and these have been sent with Major Bar-
rett to Chunar, a place distant about fifteen
miles ; the rest of the 37th’s officers are
quartered not very luxuriously in the camp.
On recovering from my wound 1 mean to
volunteer to go up the country with any of
the Queen’s regiments that may then be
passing through Benares, which has be-
come quite a depSt. I have made a most
wonderfully rapid recovery, partly owing to
the closeness of the person who shot me,
so that the bullet went slick through, car-
rying out with it every fibre of cloth, and
bruising the tissues less than if it had come
from a greater distance—just as a sharp
weapon makes a more favourable wound
than a blunt one.”

The Rev. James Kennedy, a clergyman
of the establishment, stationed at Benares,
has forwarded the following graphic detail
of the proceedings between the 3rd and
11th of June:—

“During the 4th, news arrived that a
native infantry regiment at Azimgurh,
some sixty miles from this, had mutinied,
and seized some £170,000 of treasure.
The news somehow reached the sepoys as
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soon as it did the authorities, and greatly
excited them. The new brigadier resolved
to disarm the 37th at once. A parade was
hastily ordered. The bells of arms, as they
are called—the little houses in which the
arms are kept—were suddenly locked. No
sooner did the sepoys see this, and also
that the European soldiers were under arms,
than they rushed to the bells of arms, burst
open the doors, and seized their weapons.
Besides this regiment there was here a
Sikh regiment, which was much trusted,
and likewise an irregular cavalry regiment,
so well thought of, that at the beginning
of these troubles it was called in from
Sultanpore, twelve miles distant, to defend
us. Many spoke highly of the loyalty of
these regiments, and, among others, their
own officers ; but others doubted them, and
the doubters have turued out correct. All
the troops were near at the time. No
sooner did the 37th seize their arms than
the Sikhs fired at their own officers, who
had been speaking in such high terms of
them. Before the engagement was well
begun, the commander of the irregular
cavalry fell. Captain Dodgson, the brigade-
major, rode up to the cavalry, and called
out, ¢ Your commander is dead ; follow me.’
Immediately one of these troopers fired on
him, and the ball grazed his arm. Another
trooper—a loyal one—immediately turned
on the rebel aud cut him down, thus saving
Captain Dodgson’s life, as the rebel was
rushing on him with his sword ; and Cap-
tain Dodgson was for the moment disabled.
It was evident, that while the 87th was
thoroughly mutinous, there were loyal men
among the Sikhs and the cavalry; but in
the strife it was impossible to distinguish
them, as they were mingled together. The
rebel fire was, of course, returned by the
European soldiers,and then the guns opened,
mowing down numbers of the mutineers.
The Europeans were a mere handful com-
pared with the native force arrayed against
them, but they had the advantage of having
three guns, while the others had only
muskets. In such circumstances the muti-
neers could rush at once on the guns and
capture them; but this is not the native
fashion. On the opening of the guns, all
the rebels ran for shelter behind trees and
huts, from which they tried to keep up the
contest ; but soon their only concern was to
get entirely beyond the reach of the feared
and hated white soldiers. The heavy firing
continued for nearly two hours, but skir-
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mishing continued for several hours longer.
How many of the mutineers perished it is
impossible to say, but it is certain that
many have fallen. On our side there were
four killed and twenty-one womnded, of
whom several are sure to die. There were
only 200 Europeans altogether; while the
number against them, including the muti-
nous cavalry, was about 2,000. As the
rebels first fired (and they were near), if
they had taken deliberate aim, scarcely
one of the Europeans would have escaped.
How the residents all escaped is a matter
of wonder to many, and ought certainly
to be a matter of heartfelt thanksgiving.
These men, maddened by defeat and thirst-
ing for blood, as they retreated, streamed
through many of the compounds in can-
tonments, and fired as they passed, but
happily fired so much at random, that no
person was hurt. Several of the English

. took refuge in stables and outhouses.

Others, like the commissioner and his
family, who were exposed to the most im-
minent peril, got to the roof of their houses,
and hid themselves behind the parapets.
My house is out of cantonment, and there-
fore, in the first place, we were less exposed
than others. We had just finished dinner,
about 5 .M., when our watchman rushed
into the house and exclaimed, ¢ Flee, sahib !
flee, the regiments have mutinied !’ How
he had known so soon I do not know;
for by that time a shot had not been fired.
I suppose he had heard of the soldiers
gathering, thought there was to be mischief,
and ran to tell us. He had just spoken
when we heard the sharp rattle of the
musketry, and then the boom of the cannon.
‘We thought it was full time for us to move
with our four children. The gharry was
ordered ; and according to a plan formerly
arranged, in the event of a disturbance, we
hastened as fast as our horse could take us
to the house of a Mr. Gordon, on the banks
of the Ganges, close to-its principal ferry
at Benares. As that is a great thorough-
fare, and it was possible enough a party of
mutineers might come that way, it was
deemed prudent to engage boats and ferry
ourselves out into the middle of the river
till news should reach us. Consequently,
the Buyerses, Ballantynes, ourselves, and
some others got out on the river, and
awaited tidings with intense anxiety. By
this time the heavy firing bad ceased, and
the rattle of the musketry was so irregular,
that it was evident the battle was well

nigh over; but on what side the victory
was we did not know. The whole city was
covered with smoke, which led us to fear
there was an immense conflagration; but
it turned out there had been omly a part of
cantonments on fire. At length we heard
the authorities were victorious. We re-
turned to Mr. Gordon’s house, intending
to remain there for the night, when Captain
Dodgson, notwithstanding his wound, ac-
companied by several others, galloped into
the compound, and told us that, although
the mutineers were routed, they were about
in great numbers, and that it was absolutely
necessary for safety to proceed to a large
building called the Mint, in the middle of
cantonments, which was put into a state of
defence. Most providentially, at that very
time, a party of English soldiers, seventy in
number, were reported as having arrived at
the ghat (ferry); and so, escorted by them
and a small portion of the irregular cavalry,
who had remained faithful, we proceeded to
the Mint, where we arrived at midnight.
‘What a scene of confusion and tumult was
there! All in front bands of English
soldiers, ready to act at a moment’s notice ;
men, women, and children, high and low,
huddled together, wondering at meeting
together at such a time and at such a place,
not knowing where they were to throw
themselves down for the night, and alto-
gether looking quite bewildered. As to
sleep, that was out of the question. I felt
drowsy for a few minutes between three
and four, when I heard one say to another,
‘The magistrate has just been sent for.
The city is rising’ In answer to the de-
mand for aid, all the information given to
the native magistrate in the city was, ‘Do
your best ; we cannot spare a man.” Rioting
did break out in the city, but it was sup-
pressed; and the city has since remained
astonishingly quiet.

“ The 5th (Friday) was, as you may sup- |
pose, a day of intense excitement. No per- |

son ventured beyond the compound of the
Mint, except he were heavily armed or
strongly escorted. It was believed that the
mutineers were near in numbers, and might
venture again on the combat. Our strength
was divided between three places — the
treasury, a full half-mile distant; the bar-
racks, in another direction nearly a quarter
of a mile; and the Mint, the most eentral
place of the three. The treasure, how-
ever, was removed to the barracks under a
strong escort, without a blow being struck ;
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showing that our enemies are, for the mo-
ment, cowed. A strange thing happened
in reference to this treasure on the evening
of the 4th. While the battle was raging,
the treasure,was defended by ahout seventy
Sikhs. Their regiment was in open mu-
tiny, and yet these remained firm.. They
fired on mutineers who approached them,
and delivered up the treasure safe (about
£60,000), of which £1,000 was immediately
made over to them as a present. These
men are still with us; but after the ex-
traordinary things which have happened,
so unexpected by all, even they are so little
trusted, that they are sent to do duty where
their unfaithfulness would do little harm.
“The whole of the 5th was spent by us
in the greatest confusion and discomfort
imaginable. We had been complaining of
the heat in our houses, and, we thought, with
reason ; but after our experience of the Mint
heat we have had a longing for our homes.
The Mint had a most warlike appearance.
The place was bristling with arms. All
round the rooms there were rifles, swords,
and other weapons. Some of the most
peaceable men here, who had never been
seen before, I suppose, with a weapon in
their hands or at their side, went about with
pistols in their belts, and swords almost
trailing the ground. At night I ventured
to go from the Mint to the barracks, with
two friends, one of whom had a revolver and
another a rifle. My principal object in
going was to see a young man, a son of
Dr. Tweedie, of Edinburgh, who had been
wounded in the engagement of the preceding
day. I found him in a wretched place, but
not so ill as I had been led to expect. He
had an extraordinary escape. Three balls
passed through his cap, and one through
his trowsers, without touching him. One
ball went through his shoulder, and yet
there is every prospect of a speedy cure, as
no bone has been broken and no great
artery cut. The doctor attending him says
that if the ball had deviated in the slightest
degree from the course it took, or had been
propelled with less force, it must have been
fatal. I shall never forget the scene at the
hospital that night. The men lying on little
bedsteads, near enough just to allow a person
to pass between them, with the most fright-
ful wounds, some evidently suffering ex-
cruciating pain, and others nearly insensible,
was a sickening sight. Then, again, all
over the plain were bands of soldiers, looking
at the bodies of the slain, of which many
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had till that time remained unremoved.
The question now was, how we were to
manage for the night. Some had slight
native bedsteads, and more had only shake-
downs. A number slept in the awfully
heated room, and others betook themselves
to the roof of the building in the open air.
The latter was our choice. None, of course,
took off their day clothing, for we were to
sleep in public, as we had been living in
public. Rank was for a time obliged to
demean itself humbly. Our commissioner
slept with his family in a room on shake-
downs, . with other families sleeping all
around them, and there from night to night
they continued to sleep. We got on tolerably
well till the middle of the night, when a
dust-storm came on. A number then went
in, but the heat was so suffocating inside
that we remained out till the morning, and
then with the dust we looked like chimney-
sweeps.

“On the 6th (Saturday) we were begin-
ning to feel a little assured, and so we ven-
tured to Dr. Butter's house, opposite the
Mint, where we spent the day, and, oh! it
was a little heaven after the crowding and
the confusion of the previous day. At Dr.
Butter’s we remained till the evening, when
we returned to the Mint, and took our place
on the top for the night. It was a beautiful
night, with the moon shining brightly, and
a little wind breathing, which, though not
over cool, fanned us somewhat. We slept,
on the whole, well. We had one alarm in
the course of the night. Some of the outside
pickets had seen several suspicious cha-
racters armed, so far as they could sce
them in the distance; and on this being
reported our men got under arms. Nothing,
however, occurred, and happily, few knew
that any alarm had been given.

“On Sabbath, the 7th, there was service
at the barracks, conducted by a church
missionary, the only one who has remained
here, the others having fled to the fort o.
Chunar. In the evening I preached at the
Mint. Sabbath evening was again spent
on the top of the Mint. I am now writing
on Wednesday, the 10th. We have been
spending the entire day at Dr. Butter’s, and
sleeping at the Mint at night, till last night,
when, according to Dr. Butter’s advice, we
slept here. Yesterday morning I went to
our house for a short time; this morning
my wife and children went with me, and
we go to-morrow for the entire day; but as
our house is a considerable distance beyond
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the stations of the European pickets, some
of our friends strongly advise us against the
measure, In the immediate neighbourhood
of the city all continues so very quiet that I
do not myself anticipate the smallest danger.
The news from the out-stations is, however,
very distressing. Aczimgurh, Juanpore, and
Goruckpore are in the hands of the rebels.
Several of the officials have been killed, and
others have been too happy to be able to flee
with their families. The night before last
word was brought in that two officials—one
& military man and another a civilian—had
been killed at Juanpore; that the rest of
the few European inhabitants had fled, and
were in hiding some twenty miles distant.
Immediately a party was formed for their
rescue, and the whole were brought in last
night in a pitiable state. They had nothing
but the clothes on their backs. Their houses
had been first plundered and then burnt;
they themselves had a wonderful escape;
they lay down on the floor of the court-
house, with the balls whistling over their
heads, and they succeeded in getting away
at last, simply because the mutineers were
80 busy with the treasure they had seized
that they had not time to attend to them.
Among the fugitives were our very worthy
friends Mr. and Mrs. Reuther, of the Church
Mission, with their family. Their children
are now arrayed in the garments of ours.
The whole party had been five days con-
cealed by & native and fed by bim, though,
of course, not with dainty fare. He declared
he would rather give up his life than betray
them. In large districts around us govern-
ment is for a season suspended, and there
is, of course, a threatening of frightful
anarchy. The rising has been entirely a
military one; but where it has had tempo-
rary success the gaols have been opened,
the villains in them have been let loose on
society, officials have been either killed or
scattered—no acknowledged authority has
remained ; and you may well suppose what
would be the result of such a state of things
in our own land in any of its crowded dis-
tricts, notwithstanding our boasted supe-
riority to others. The people generally are
certainly not against us, at least in this
part of India, and I believe the majority are
at present trembling lest our days here be
numbered, as they anticipate nothing but
misery if we go.

“Thursday, June 11th.—We have to-day
ventured to our home, and here we are in
peace and, I believe, in safety. We are so
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thankful and happy to be in our own house
again; but we must not remain here. For
some time to come we expect to be required
to sleep within the line of the English
pickets. This day week we were obliged to
make our hasty flight. What a memorable
week it has been! We thought. ourselves
as safe here as we could be in our native
land, and as suddenly find ourselves exposed
to the greatest danger. A white face was
before a positive advantage ; since this out-
break has commenced it has been a mark
for the assassin. The sepoys were our
sworn and paid defenders; whoever might
fail us, it was thought they would stand by
us to the last; and the result of this confi-
dence reposed in them is, that they have
nearly overthrown British rule in Northern
India. They have been all along mercena-
ries, but it was thought they were inseparably
bound to us by the ties of interest. Now
they look as if maddened against us. The
landholders, merchants, shopkeepers, arti-
sang, and, indeed, all the well-doing classes,
are to a man against the movement. What
the result may be is known only to God.”
Another writer, dating from Benares,
June 9th, says—*The clouds which just
showed on the horizon have gathered around
us, and one has burst over our heads ; but
I must not aunticipate. Let me go back
and relate each day’s events as they oc-
curred to me. Tuesday, the 2nd, passed
quietly over, B and his friend C——
staying at my bungalow; but on Wednes-
day a rumour came that 500 disbanded
sepoys were on our side of the river, oppo-
site Benares, on their way up, and were
burning and plundering as they came; so
we called a council of war, and resolved
that there was no example in history of
three men resisting 500 with any success
to speak of, especially in a thatched bunga-
low, so we sent two sharp fellows to spy
out the enemy, and packed up the office-
papers and drawings, and sent them to the
fort, then dined, made ourselves happy with
a pipe, and rode on heavily armed. Thurs-
day morning, after a quiet night at the
Padre’s, my men came in with news that
the 500 men were a myth—only think;
however, as we were in, and all the office-
papers locked up, I resolved to make a holi-
day, and stay in the station. Mr. C. was
in a hurry to get to Benares, so we sent
him off in an ekka (a horrid native pony
carriage); but just as we were sitting down
to dinner, about 8 p.M., he came back again
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with a scared face, and told us he had met
two men in a buggy, who had left Benares
at 5 p.m. in full fight—grapeshot, officers
killed, &c.; slightly confused, and rather
awful. This time the intelligence was pro-
nounced trustworthy, and we felt our work
was going to begin. We sent notes to the
officers, and held a council as to whether
we should disarm the eighty or ninety
sepoys in Chunar Fort. The Padre and
all the unmilitary men said, °Certainly,
disarm them; but the officers said, ‘No,
we will not show them that we mistrust
them.” These words which 1 have quoted
have been the death-sentence of hundreds
of the bravest Indian officers. In station
after station the same feeling has prevailed
of conciliating the blackguards by appear-
ing to trust them, and the appearing has
gone on till they fire at their officers with-
out warning. You may be sure we made
every use of these arguments, but in vain;
so we prepared for a stormy night. In the
meantime, as I thought my Benares friends
might fly this way, I sent out a horse to
meet them half-way. We kept watch and
watch, and the evening and the morning
made it Friday, when I started at 4 a.M. to
Benares to see what it was all about. Three
miles down the road is Sultanpore, the
head-quarters of the 13th irregular cavalry;
only fifty men and a jemadar were there,
and they turned out as I came along, and
told me to give their salaam to the briga-
dier, and say they were then ready to obey
orders, and did not know exactly what to
do. I promised to take their message, but
said if they wanted immediate instruction
they had better turn out a dozen men and
come down with me. You see, an escort
of cavalry would rather have suited me just
then; but they did not seem to like it, and
said they had sent a picket on, whom I
might catch if I chose to ride for it. So
on I went, found my second horse all right,
and caught the picket about five miles from
Benares, and joined company with them.
As we went we asked everybody for news:
as we got towards the place we met another
cavalry man coming from Benares, and,
after some private talk with him, my picket
tried to shirk me; and, finding they could
not easily do 8o, one of them came to me
and said they had orders to join the regi-
ment privately, and therefore must leave me.
I did not like it at all; but there was no
help for it, so I rode on alone. However, I
got in safe, and saw some soldiers and Eng-
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lish officers before me, and galloped up to
them as fast as I could. From them I
learnt the particulars of the fight, and that
the English were all assembled at the old
Mint, a large building capable of standing
a very fair siege. And now wait a little till
I sing my song concerning the battle of
Benares, which was fought on Thursday,
the 4th of June, 1857. Imagine a square,
the north side formed by the huts of the
37th native infantry; west, Sikh regiments ;
south, the irregular cavalry; east, 300
Euglish and three guns, the hope and last
resource of Benares. Enter English officer ;
rides up to the 37th’s lines, and orders out
the troops; they come out, and form line
in front of their huts; then each officer
explains to his company that they are to
disarm for the present till less stormy days.
One officer (G- , my informant) actually
shook hands with the chief men of his com-
pany, and then ordered them to step for-
ward and lay down their muskets. Their
answer came in the shape of eighty musket-
balls all round him; but not one hit him,
nor were any of the other officers killed in
this first discharge. The men then fell
back into their huts, and commenced load-
ing and firing under cover of them at the
English. Major Guise, of the irregulars,
rode in among the huts, and was killed
almost immediately. The English guns
took up a raking position, and peppered
the huts with grape at 250 yards. One of
our officers came forward with a few men,
aud fired the roofs, so the sepoys got rather
astonished. Meantime the Sikhs left the
east side of the square, and formed a line
parallel to and between the sepoys and
cavalry, and facing the former. The cav-
alry said they wanted an English officer to
lead them, and Dodgson of the 37th, who
had just escaped the first fire of his own
corps, came forward, and was immediately
received with one or two rifle-balls from
the cavalry. Upon this the Sikhs faced
round and fired a volley, but whether in-
tended for the officers or the cavalry is not
told. Certain it is, they shot down three of
the former and none of the latter. When
the other officers found themselves thus
between two fires, they galloped out and
joined the Europeans, and made them turn
their guns on Sikhs and cavalry alike, until
these two gallant regiments found out their
mistake, and ounce more turned their fire on
the 37th. Was rot this a nice battle?
The sum total -as, that the 37th were |
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utterly smashed, and the Sikhs and cavalry
frightened out of their wits, and made sen-
sible that they were mistaken. Many of
the officers are furious, and say we have
been shedding innocent blood, and the
whole thing was a blunder. But the cavalry
fired at a party of ladies who were going in
their carnages to the Mint, and would
certainly have murdered them if they had
not been beaten off by a small force of
Europeans. So much for the battle. I
found everybody at the Mint, which several
had only reached after many adventures,
and we bivouacked in the large rooms, and
slept on the roof—ladies, children, ayas,
and punkah coolies; officers lying down
dressed, and their wives sitting up by them
fanning them ; gentlemen in the most fear-
- less dishabille, sleeping surrounded by
ladies. In the compound or enclosure
below there is a little handful of Europeans
—perhaps 150 altogether; others are at
the barracks half a mile off. There is a
large collection of carriages and horses;
little bedsteads all over the place; and two
circular quick-hedges, with flower-gardens
inside, are falling victims to the sheep and
goats which have been brought in to pro-
vision the place; add to this a heap of more
beer boxes than your English imagination
can take in, and throw over all the strong
black and white of a full moonlight, and
you have the Mint as it looked when the
English of Benares had sought refuge in it.
There was a picknicky, gypsified look about
the whole affair, which prevented one realis-
ing that the small congregation were there
making a stand for a huge empire, and that
their lives were upon the toss-up of the
next events. On Saturday, Sunday, and
Monday our fears diminished progressively,
and we ventured out more and more. Yes-
terday morning news came that Allahabad
had mutinied, and all who were not in the
fort were murdered, including ten officers.
Oh for my friends in Allahabad! Mirza-
pore is said to be fighting; and oh for my
friends in Mirzapore! This is my cry, and
this is the cry which is going up all over
India, and will be echoed at home in half
the families in England; but, instead of
friends, the word will be, my son, or my
brother, or my husband, and, worse still,
my sister or my wife! But do not think
that people as a rule are showing sad faces.
The English here are so essentially people
of action, that they are kept cheerful by it;
and you see among them no grimace, no

affectat